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ONTHEDUTYOFPARENTSTOWARDS
THEIR CHILDREN, AS FAR AS
THE SOULS OF THE LATTER
ARE CONCERNED.

THIRTY-NINTI SERMON.
ON THE CHRISTIAN TRAINING OF CHILDREN.

Subject.

Parents must train their children most carefully for the end of
their creation. 1st. This is commanded by the natural and the
divine law. 2d. The eternal salvation and happiness of the
children require it.— Preached on the fifteentlh Sunday after
Pentecost.

Text.

Dedit illum malri suw.—Luke vii, 15.
¢ He gave him to his mother.”

Introduction.

Why does Christ give the son to his mother? The young man
would certainly have gone to his mother of his own accord, after
having been raised from the dead. But our Lord wished to re-
mind the mother that she must henceforth confess that she would
never have recovered her son, if Christ had not restored him to
life by a miracle. Christian parents, do you ever think who it
is from whom you have received your children? They are gifts
of God, bestowed upon you by the Father and Creator of all, and
without Him vou could not have one snch gift.  DBut that iz not
what Twish to .speak of now. Do vouever. do yvou frequently. think
why and to what end God has given you your children®  You
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8 Christian Training of Children.

must train them up carefully; that you know well enongh.  But
how, and for what, must you train them? Ior the end of their
creation, for which God has made them. That is the only object
you must have in bringing up your children, as I shall now prove.
This is a very important matter, on which the salvation of many
souls depends; and T am forced to speak of it by the great neglect
that many parents are guilty of in this respect, and by the com-
mand of the holy Father Ignatius, who lays it down as a rule for
preachers to explain this subject frequently and impressively. [
say, therefore, to-day of that duty in general—

Plan of Discourse.

Christian parents, bring wp your children most cavefully for the
end of their creation.  This is conunanded by the natural and the
divine law.  As [ shall show in the first part.  The eternal salva-
tion and happiness of your children requirveit. s Ishall prove (i
the second part.

Would that I had a tongue of fire, and a voice of thunder, to
impress you all deeply with this truth, on the knowledge and ful-
filment of which the salvation of almost all men depends! Thou,
oh, God, canst do what Thy poor instrument cannot; give me, then,
oh, almighty Master, the grace that T now ask throngh the in-
tercession of Mary, and all the holy angels guardian.

What am I about todo? Toadmonish parents to bring up their
children with the greatest care, for the end for which God has cre-
ated them! And to whomam I goingtospeak? To human beings,
endowed with reason! And what sort of human beings are they?
Are they Turks, heathens, barbarians, who have grown up in a
wilderness, and know nothingof eternity? No: they are Chris-
tians, who have received supernatural sights, and who know the
duty that [ am about to admonish them of ! DBut, be still, my
tongue; do not disturb Christian ears with such a useless and vain
exhortation! Ye birds of theair, and wild beasts of the ficld: ve
lions, tigers, bears, serpents, and most savage animals that nature
has produced, you must be my andienee now; for certainly my sub-
ject is more necessary for you than for Christians!  But Lold! ]
am afraid that if T attempted to accuse you of negligence in this
matter, you would soon put an end to my speech. you would spring
upon me, and tear me to pieces with vour e¢’aws and fangs.  Such is
the case. my dear brethren: the wild beasts would not permit it: for
they arve so carcful in training their voung for the purpose that



Christian Training of Children. 9

God intended them for, according to their nature, that they re-
quire neither exhortation nor admonition therein.  What! the lion
would say to me; wilt thou teach me to train up my young? Have
I ever been wanting therein? They are created for prey, and it ix
my daily task to teach them that while theyare young.  Woe to him
who would venture even to approach my den, to injure them. or
to take them away! What! the bear would growl forth: do Tnot
work diligently to teach my cubs, until I have given them all the
knowledge that nature requiresfromthem? "The falconsays: Do
1 not teach my young to pounceupontheir prey? The cagle: Do
I not show mine how to fly, as the Creator Ilimself gives testi-
mony.” What! the hen would cry out; see how carefully T al-
ways train up my chickens; how I shelter them under my wings
the whole night, and the greater part of the day ; how T work
continually to provide them with food, although T must often suffer
hunger myself; how I defend them against cats and dogs, although
I know that the latter are stronger than I, and how T spread
out my wings and ruffle up my feathers so as to protect my
chickens, and save them from every danger! Andsoall the lower
animals might say to me: It is useless for thee to teach us our
duty in this respect ; nature has taught us sufficiently already.

And must I now exhort reasoning beings, supernaturally en- How uen

lightened Christians, to their duty in this respect? Must Taccuse ™'
them of negligence, nay, can I even imagine that they are want- mg veines
ing in an obligation that nature has taught even to the most fe- BSHRE
rocions animals? T'ruly, Christian parents, I seem to be guilty of
great presumption. You have just cansetobe indignant with me,
*Be angry,”” and avenge yourselves on me: I confess my fault.
Accuse me, and be my judges, for having publicly insulted and
offended you! Would to God that T were wrong! Would that 1
could be persnaded that my suspicions in this matter were ill-
founded, and thatnot a single Christian parent could be found
guilty of neglecting in the least that most important duty of
bringing up children for their last end!

But, alas, what an immense number of parents might come for- But there i«
ward and say that I am quite right!  Are men. then, worse aud ,l,frl:l::‘dm
more cruel in this point than the most savage beasts?  Un- with nost
fortunately. it is only too true. and daily experience convinces ns i"h‘;ll:":‘” "
of it.  Most people train up their children very carefully from waining,
their youth; they are not wanting in that. But to what do they M fr

. . . their bodies
train them? To eat, drink, stand, or walk becomingly ; cats and

! gicut aquila provocans ad volandum pullos suos. - Deunt. xxxiii. 11. 2 Irascimini !
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dogs do as much as that for their young. 'Tospeak, read, write,
and dress properly ; that is no more than heathens and infidels do
for their children. 'To what tends the greatest care of parents
for their sons and daughters, when the latter are past the years of
childhood? Some try mercly to teach them some respectable
trade, so that they can earn their living.  Others, thinking that
their children ave not obliged to work, train them up to speak
foreign languages, or to the liberal arts and sciences, or instruct
them in commerce, or send them to travel in foreign countries,
that they may know something of the world and its customs, and
thus be able to deal with people in different offices and ewmploy-
ments.  Or they try to settle their daughter well in life, or to pro-
cure a benefice, or a rich marriage, for their son; or, finally, their
whole aim is to be able to leave their children well off, after their
own death.  Such is the chief care of most parents; it is the only
one of very many! If they are successful in that, their whole
duty is fulfilled, as they think, and they have nothing more to
trouble about. It certainly is a care that canmot be found fault
with; and would that all fathers and mothers attended to it
properly, and gave their children a decent trade or profession.
If they did, there would notbe so many idlersand good-for-noth-
ings going about the streets.

But, Christian parents. is that the only end for which your
children were entrusted and given to you by their Creator? Have
they come into the world for no other purpose than to care for
their bodies, which will one day become the food of worms? Is it
their only object to earn their bread, and to live respectably in the
eyes of the world? Have they not a soul—one only soul—one im-
mortal soul? Does not that concern you at all? Have their im-
mortal souls nothing to hope for, nothing to fear after this life?
Faith, where art thou? There is an eternal fire, to which your
children may be condemned; forget it not. There isan eternal
Heaven, in which they may rejoice; forget it not. 'Tothis latter
they are called by God. They are entrusted to you by their Creator
that they may attain it. The principal thing, the only object for
which they are created, is to live piously, to fear and love God,
and to be eternally happy. If they do not attain that end, it
were better for them never tohave been born. If youdo not train
them up for it, you are not the fathers and mothers, but the
butchers and murderers of your children, whose souls God will
demand from you.

If the patural law is not enough to convince you of this obli-
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gation, hear the divine law, as St. Paunl declares it to you: ¢ And God cou-
you, oh, father,” do you know what you have todo? ** You must Eas‘fi::g
bring up your children.”* To what? To eating and drinking ¥ forspec
To gaming, dancing, and fencing? To the arts and sciences? HMIER
Noj; they are not created for those things: ** Bring them up in

the discipline and correction of the Lord.”* < Rejoice not in
children if they be multiplied,” says the Iloly Ghost by the Wise
Eeclesiasticus, *‘ neither be delighted in them, if the fear of

God be not with them. For better is one that feareth God, than

a thousand ungodly children; and it is better to die without
children, than to leave ungodly children.”* When the Prophet

Elias had restored to life the son of the widow of Sarephta: * And

Elias took the child,” says the Sacred Scripture, ‘“and brought

him down from the upper chamber to the house below, and de-
livered him to his mother.”* Mark, my dear brethren, the word
deposuit, <“he brought,™ as if to signify, according to the force of

the Latin word, that the mother should look upon her son as a

Joan made to her, a deposit entrusted to her charge, which she

must look after very carefully so as to restoreit to its lawful Owner
uninjured.

Oh, Christian parents, St. John Chysostom says: ** What a Tnesousof
great and precions deposit God has left with us in our children! geposited by
Let us look after them with the greatest care, so that no crafty Godinthe
thief may steal them away from us,” * but that we may beable to E:ﬁ:smm
restore them to Iim from whom we have received them. When He will de-
your children were brought home, after having received baptism ?g?:vmpm
in the Church, you received their souls, and henceforth were
bound to honor them; not as your children, but, what they really
were, as children of God, and to take them from the hands of the
priest as a sacred treasure given to you by him in the name of
God, who thereby wishes to say to you: You have offered this
child, the fruit of my blessing, to Me. I love it, and will hence-
forth be its only father and mother. Now I lend it, Tdepositit
with you, but with the strict obligation, on your side, to bring it
np according to the spirit and law of my Gospel, and to restore

1 Et vos patres, educate fllios vestros.

2 Educate {llos in disciplina et correptione Domini.—Ephes. vi. 4.

3 Ne jucunderis in filiis, si multiplicentur, nec oblecteris super ipsos, si non est timor Dei
fn iilis. Melor est enim unus timens Deum, quam mille filii impil; et utile est morl sine
fillis, quam relinquere fiiios impios.—Ecel. xvi. 1,3, 4.

4 Tulitque Elias pnerum, et deposuit eum de ccenaculo in inferiorem domum. et tradidit
matri suge.--I111. Kings xvii. 23,

5 Magnum habemus pretiosumque depositum, fillos. Ingenti illos servemus cura, atque
omnia faclamus, ne fur nobis id astutus auferat.
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it to Me in the same state in which you now receive it. And
what state is that? When you brought that child to Me first, it
was still a child of Adam, a slave of the devil, luboring under a
malediction. Now that T have washed it in my Blood, cleansed it
from original sin, and adorned it with sanctifying grace, it is a
holy child of God, a vessel of grace, a living temple of the Holy
Ghost, a citizen of Heaven, a companion of the angels, an heir
of my glory and happiness. Such is the state in which you must
restore it to Me; and woe to you if by your neglect in training it,
it should be led astray from Me and be lost! Therefore, Chris-
tian parents, all your desires must tend to preserve that heavenly
treasure for yonr children; all your ambition must be centred
therein, that you gain eternal honor for them; all your care and
trouble must be employed to restore them uninjured to their
heavenly Father.

But, alas, I must ery out, with St. John Chrysostom, there is
nothing that many parents think less of, than the last end of
their children; nothing they care less about, than bringing them
up for God and for Heaven ! < Hardly any one provides God for
his children ; some provide them with honors, others with dig-
nities,” and arts, and sciences, °*others with riches,” and treas-
ures, and the comforts and conveniences of life: *Hardly any
one provides God for his children.”' Oh, deplorable blindness !
there is hardly any one who tries, as he ought, to gain ITeaven
for his children! If many a father and mother were commanded
by God, under the severe punishment of eternal dammation, to
bring up their sons and daughters to worldly vanities, they could
not do more in that way than they do now. If the devil were
to say to many a father and mother :  You must give up your
son, your daughter, to me, could they do more to satisfy his
desire than they do now? If they were addressed in the words of
Christ to St. Peter, when the latter was troubled about the fate
of his fellow-Apostle, St. John: “ What is it to thee? Follow
thou Me.”’ Father, what is your son to you?® Mother, why
should you trouble about your daughter? Never mind your
children’s souls. Look after yourself, or be satisfied with provid-
ing them with food and drink. Look after their bodies, let their
souls be. If, I say, many parents were thus spoken to by God,
could they be more careless or neglectful in this matter, than

! Nemo fliis suis providet Deum.  Alii honores, alii dignitates, alii divitias. Nemo fliis
suis providet Deum.

? Quid ad te? Tu me sequere }
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they already are? There are many who look after their horses
and dogs with more care than after the immortal souls of their
children. Miserable ehildren! I pity your lot in being born of, and
brought up by, such parents. 1t seems as if they had given you
temporal life, only that they might drag you down to cternal
death! Parents, if you have no fear of God and Iis command-
ments, you should be impelled to take all possible care of the
souls of your children, at least by the thought that their eternal
salvation requires that eare. As I shall show in the

Second Part.

Fathers and mothers, you love your children, do you not?® The chil-
But what a useless question! Nature itself inspires you with :‘,llie,?k“ll,ﬂlzﬁt
love for your own flesh and blood. And you give suffieient of their par-
proof, too, that you love them. What trouble mothers cheerfully ell:]f; r:::;)m‘
take with their little children, day and night, is best known to if theydo
themselves. How fathers work, and think, and labor incessantly, ji 2%
0 as to leave their children well off, is taught us by daily experi-
enee. But do you really desire your children’s welfare? Do
vou really wish to do them good ? Then you must not grudge
them the best and greatest good, but do all you can to secure it
for them, namely, to gain for them the eternal happiness of
[Heaven. For how ean they thank you afterwards for having
given them this miserable life, which is over in a few years, if
vou do not gain eternal life for them? Ilow ean they be grate-
ful to you for feeding and elothing them, if you prevent them
from enjoying the never-ending banquet of Ieaven? What can
they think of you, although you may have had them instrueted
in many branches of knowledge, if you do not give them the
real wisdom of Heaven, the knowledge and love of God? What
is the use of your leaving them worldly riches, if they lose eternal
treasures through your fault? In a word, how can they be grate-
ful to you for bringing them into the world, if they cannot live
forever with God in Heaven?® To this, therefore, in preference to
everything else, must be direeted all your parental love and
tenderness.

But now, whether your children attain this highest good, Thesaining
or not ; whether they are to burn forever among the de- :2;3: o
mons in hell, or to rejoice eternally with the angels in Heaven, mostly on
depends mainly on yourselves, oh, parents, and on how you :Esrcmm-
train up vour children! TFor on the good or bad training they
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get depends, generally speaking, the good or bad life of your
children, which is terminated by a good or a bad death, and fol-
lowed by a happy or a miserable eternity.  Your little children,
oh, parents, says St. Basil, are like soft wax in your hands—you
can give them any shape you please. They are like young plants,
says St. John Chrysostom: do you wish them to grow up straight?
do you prefer to have them crooked? Itall lies with yourselves.
They are like a canvas prepared for painting: you can paint on
them whatever you please, a devil or an angel: an accursed, repro-
bate goat, or a sheep of the fold of Christ destined for Heaven.
Plutarch relates of Lycurgus, the Spartan lawgiver, that as he was
once addressing the people publicly inthe market-place, and exhort-
ing parents to bring up their children carefully, he brought two
puppy-dogs on the stage. in sight of the people. One of these dogs
had been trained for hunting, the other had been allowed to re-
main idle at home. Ie then placed on one side of the stage a
dish full of bread and meat. and on the other side he let go a
hare, when a strange thing occurred: the dog that had been al-
lowed to remain at home sprang at once open-mouthed upon the
dish, while the other paid no attention to the dish, and ran at
once after the hare. Wherenpon. Lycurgus cried out with a
lond voice: Citizens! See what the force of training is : These
dogs were alike in the beginning, but they have been made qnite
different by training!

Christian parents, I say. how is it that there is often such a dif-
ference in the morals and life of children, who are of the same
age, the same condition, state, and family, who have the same
faith, and have been born in the same town, the same street, the
same house ? Examine the cause thereof, and yon will find it to
cousist in nothing but the difference of training and bringing-nup.
Wencenlaus and Baleslaus were twobrothers: the first was a very
pious, mild, and righteous prince in Bohemia. the second, on the
other hand, was a cruel tyrant: and what wonder? For the
first was trained by his mother. Ludmilla, a pious and holy lady,
to virtue and the fear of God. while the second was brought up
and instructed by his mother, Drahomira. a wicked woman. DBut
there iz no need to go back to ancient times; we may find proof
enongh of this in our own days. If we take the trouble to ex-
amine the matter. we shall find in one household, that the chil-
dren know all the chief parts of the catechism. that they kneel
down to say their prayers everv morning, and. asis the pions
custom in every good Christian family. that they make their ex-
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amination of conscience every evening carefully. In another honse
you will find that the children get up and go to bed when they
please, and that in place of praying, they curse, swear, play, and
indulge in useless conversation. In one family it is the custom
for them to hear Mass every day, to goon Sundays and holy-days
to the sermon and to catechism, and to be sent regularly to the
Sacraments. Inanother, the sons frequent the tavern, the daugh-
ters go into dangerous company, for a whole month they neither
see nor hear anything of the Word of God, or of what would ben-
efit their souls. Inone household, one hardly knows that there are
daughters in it at all, because they are hardly ever seen out of
the Church; in another, every one can easily be aware of their pres-
ence, because they spend their time at the window, or before the
door, talking and laughing, even with persons of the opposite sex.
[ one household the children dress modestly, according to the
law of Jesus Christ; in another, they ape all the vanities and ex-
travagances of the world. In one family the sons and daughters
are always occupied with work or study ; in another, they are
allowed to run idle about the streets, where they will certainly
not learn much good. Inone family they are trained to give up
their own will, for the sake of doing the will of God ; in another,
cach child does as he pleases ; one thinks of nothing but eating
and drinking, another is taken up with vanity and folly. And
whence comes this great difference 7  From the difference in the
training and teaching they received from their childhood upward.
In one family the father and mother attend to their duty; in
another, Christian doctrine, paternal vigilance, correction and
chastisement, and good example are wanting. What wonder is it,
then—how can it be otherwise—that young children live as they
are taught or allowed to live ? And therefore, among the Lace-
demonians, of whom I have spoken already, the wise Lycurgus
published a law that they were to observe strictly, and that was,
that if the children committed any crime, not they, but their
parents were to be punished for it, since the latter were really
to blame. If the son did any wrong, the father was punished; if
the daughter committed a fanlt, the mother had to bear the pun-
ishment; and the reason of that was, because all the faults of the
children were attributed to a want of vigilance and care on the
parents’ part.

But according as children are accustomed to lead a pious or a As children
wicked life in their youth, so will their after life be pious or 5o m
wicked, as the Holy Ghost, infallibly testifies by the Wise Man : zenerany
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they remain -+ A young man according to his way, even when he is old, he
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will not depart from it,”* as I have shown more fully already in
the sermon on the text: < What an one, think ye, shall this child
be 7% And the answer then was, as I proved by many reasons:
It will be as it is in its youth, as it is bronght up by its parents.
Therefore, moralists answer the question, whether is it better to
have a good natural disposition to piety, and a bad training, ora
wicked disposition and a good training to virtue and piety, by
saying that the latter is far better than the former.

From all that I have said np to this, you can easily conclude,
Christian parents, that the eternal happiness or the damnation
of your children depends on the good or bad training you give
them; and therefore, if you love them sincerely and wish to
secure to them the possession of the one thing necessary, you
must train them np for their last end, that is, for true piety, for God
and for Ileaven, with the greatest care.  And woe to you, if you
are wanting in this most important duty ! Woe to you, if by
carelessness, or by not instructing them in the catechism and lead-
ing them on to good, or by giving them bad example, you prevent
even one of vour children from saving his soul, and drag him down
to the eternal flames of hell ! Even if you yourselves were pious,
althongh that cannot really be the case if you deliberately neglect
this important duty, without fulfilling whieh all your piety is
not worth anything; even if you were to die n happy death and
2o to Heaven, a supposition which is as little likely to be realized
as the other, what would your thoughts and feelings be, on the
day of judgment, at seeing your own flesh and blood dragged down
to hell by devils, when you know that you must think to your-
self: T am the eause of it, [ should have led my child to Ileaven,
and I have delivered him over to eternal torments, because I
did not do my duty in training him as T ought ! And now my
child is lost forever !

What would vou think if vouheard your lost children erying out
from hell to (od for vengeance on vou, the canse of theirdamna-
tion? AsSt. Cypriansays, they mightsay: ‘“Weare not the cause of
our own ruin; our parents have ruined us; they are the murder-
ers of our souls.”® Strict justice of God, we cannot find fault with
thee! Thy sentence is, and remains, holy and just! We have de-
served hell by our viciouslives; that we mustconfess! But our par-

! Adolescens juxta viam suam, etiam cum senuerit, non recedet ab ea.—Prov. xxii. 6.
2 Quis putas, puer iste erit.— Luke i. 66.
# Nou nos perdidimus, perdidit nos paterna perfidia! parentes sensimus parricidas!
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entsare the cause of our wickedness, and of ourdamnation. ¢ Our
parents are the murderers of our souls! ”*  Demons of hell, we can-
notreproach you foryour cruelty; youaretheexecutionersof divine
justice, and therefore yon have dragged us down to share in your
punishment ; we have deservedit ! Bnt our parents are the eause
of that, because they did not bring us up better, and train usto
virtue! ¢“Ourparentsarcthe murderers!” It is my father, the son
will say, who is to blame for my damnation. Ife never spoke to
me of any but earthly and transitory things. He hardly ever said
a word to me of God and Heaven. He oftentold me how to make
my fortune on earth, hardly ever did he give me the means of sav-
ing my soul and securing eternal happiness. From him I learned
to curse, swear, blaspheme, and give way to other sins of the sort
that he was econstantly committing. IIe neverasked me, and never
troubled himself about where, when, or with whom I went, wheth-
er I frequented the Saeraments, or heard Mass and sermon on Sun-
days and holy-days, or attended catechism. But if by aecident I
broke anything in the house, his anger against me burst forth in
fearful curses. 1f I blasphemed the Name of God, spoke ill of
my neighbor, lied, cursed, or swore, he never said a word to cor-
rectme. Our parentsare our murderers! My mother is to blame
for the loss of my soul, the danghter eries out from the flames of
hell.  I'would have been modest, reserved, and humble, according
to the law of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, if she had not, as soon as
[ was able to walk, trained me up to all sorts of worldly pomp
and vanity. I kept my virginal purity and baptismal innocenece
unsullied, until she brought me into dangerous company, where 1
learned vice and wickedness. I was pious, until she sent me away
to u foreign country, where I'soon changed for the worse. I was
chaste, until she allowed me to be idle, to go about wherever I
pleased, and to walk and amuse myself in the cvening, alone,
with a person of the opposite sex! Our parents are our murder-
ers!  Cruel father, cruel mother, if you had taken a knife and
stabbed me to the heart immediately after my birth; orif you had
allowed me to die of hunger and thirst, you would not have been
go cruel to me! Iave you, then, brought me into the world for
this? Mother, have vou suckled me at your breast; father, have
vou worked to support me, only that your own flesh and blood
should be condemned to suffer the pains of hell, and to curse God
and you for all eternity? If you did not intend to lead me to
Heaven, why did you bring me into the world? Tt would have

1 Parentes sensimus parricidas |
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been a thousand times better for me never to have seen the light
of day, and to have remained in the abyss of my original nothing-
ness. Would to God that I had been your dog, and not your son
or your daughter: I would not now have to suffer these torments!
You are the murderers of our souls! Thus will the lost souls of
children cry ont for vengeance on their parents.

Parents, what does your father's or mother’s heart now say to
you? What are you to do? If any of you have really a child in
hell, whose dammnation you are the cause of by not bringing up
that child properly, what can you do now? Alas, the poor soul is
lost, and you will never be able to remedy your mistake! Parents,
do penance now for your past fanlts, that you may not be con-
demned to do fruitless penance for them in hell, with your unhappy
child. Make up, by diligence and care with your remaining chil-
dren, for the neglect with which your conscience now reproaches
you. I repeat with St. Paul: ‘‘Fathers, bring up your children in
the discipline and correction of the Lord.”* Let it be your chief
care to lead them on to the fear of God, to the love and practice
of virtue, to a Christian, that is, a holy life, and to the kingdom of
Heaven. All your love, your labor, and trouble, nay, even yourde-
votions and good works are of no use, if you are guilty of deliberate
and grievousneglectin this point. That is the principal duty that
God and the natural law require from you in your state of life ;
and if you do not care about God, nor the natural law, it is the
principal duty that the eternal salvation of your children, whom
you certainly love sincerely, requires. Oh, happy parents who
have now children in Heaven, to pray to God for you daily, and
to praise and bless Him forever ! Tappy parents, whose greatest
care hitherto has been to bring up your children to piety and
virtue ] What consolation it will be for you to find yourselves one
day, along with your children, at the right hand of your J udge,
and to hear those children proclaiming publicly, in presence of
all mankind: My father, my mother, is the cause of my eternal
happiness! Christian parents, let this thonght impel you to train
up your children in a holy manner. Amen.

1 Patres, educate illos in disciplina et correptione Domini.
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Another Introduction for the Ninth Sunday afier Pentecost:

Text.

Ad terram prosternent te, et filios tuos qui in te sunt.—Luke
Xix. 44.
«“They shall beat thee flat to the ground, and thy children who

are in thee. ”

Introduction.

Jesus weeps over the City of Jernsalem! What ! over the walls
and houses that are to be thrown down? No: that would be no
reason why God should weep. IHe weeps over the people and
their children, who then lived in the city. It was the thought of
them that drew such bitter tears from the eyes of the merciful
Saviour. Why? ¢They shall beat thee flat to the ground, and thy
children who are inthee.”' Was it because they were to be beaten
tlat to the ground by a mere temporal calamity? No; for that
would not give the Redeemer cause to weep. Ile foresaw that
the parents and their children would be condemncd to eternal
death, on account of their many sins and vices. 'Thatwas the rea-
son why Jesus wept. My dear brethren, how many Christian
towns and villages there are over which Jesus would have just canse
to weep, on considering the parents and their children and
the eternal ruin of very many of them! The children incur that
ruin by the sins that they have been accustomed to commit from
their youth, but the parents incur it because they are the cause
of those sins, by bringing up their children in a careless and un-
christian manner. Of this I will speak to-day. It is a subject
of the greatest importance, etc.—continues as before.

FORTIETH SERMON.

ON THE REASONS WHY PARENTS SHOULD BRING UP THEIR
CHILDREN IN A CHRISTIAN MANNER.

Subject.

Parents should bring up their children well, and in a Christian
manner, for thereon depends, 1st, the temporal happiness, 2d, the
eternal happiness, of the parents.—Preached on the sixteenth
Sunday after Pentecost, on which the Feast of the Holy Angels
falls.

1 Ad terram prosternent te, et filios tuos qni in te sunt.
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Text.

Videte, ne contemnatis wnum ex his pusillis.—Matth. xviii. 10.
““See that you despise not one of these little ones.”

Introduction.

Children, no matter how small, how poor, how lowly they are,
are of great worth and value in the sight of God; so that He has
given each one of them a Prince of Heaven, as companion, tutor,
and guardian; therefore : ** See that you despise not one of these
little ones,” nor scandalize them ; *“for their angels in Heaven
always see the face of my Father who is in Heaven.”' Chris-
tian parents, this warning and exhortation is addressed especially
to you. Have you children under your care? *‘See that you
despise not one of these little ones.” Al, above all, see that
you do not look down upon them, but take the greatest possible
care of them, so that not one may be lost! O, holy angels, for-
give me if I seem to negleet you to-day, your feast-day, on which
I should be bound for countless reasons to speak in your pratse
and honor!  Yet, I know that I cannot honor or please you bet-
ter, than by endeavoring to lead your charges on to their last
end, to God and to Heaven, for that is the object of the care you
take of them night and day. But the surest and best way of
doing that is for the parents to bring up their children with the
greatest care for their last end. Tlelp me, therefore, to effect
that, so that your joy may be full. ~Christian parents, bring up
your children most carefully for their last end, that is to say,
train them to be pious, to love and fear God, so that they may
attain eternal happiness. That is required by the natural and the
divine law, and the eternal salvation of your children, as you
have heard in the last sermon. But if that is not enough for
you, I shall now give you some more reasons, that onght to have
even more effect on you than the first.

Plan of Discourse.

If you love your children, bring them up for their last end,
Jor your own salvation and happiness depend thereon : Your
temporal happiness, as I shall show in the first part. Your
eternal happiness, as I shall show in the second part.

! Videte, ne contemnatis unum ex his pusillis. Quia angeli eorum in ecelis semper vident
faciem Patris, qui in ccelis est.—Matth. xviii, 10,



Bringing up Children in a Christian Manner. 21

Holy angels guardian, and thou in particular, Mary, Queen of
angels, I rely upon vour assistance, and repeat the text: ¢ See
that you despise not one of these little ones. ™"

The temporal happiness that parents can expect to have from The tempo-
their children in this life consists in bringing up those children lr:i.:l?f;[:;l._
well, so that the latter arc always ready to obey their parents: wre entsconsists
always respectful, loving, and helpful to them in every possible II’]'"?:';;:?_“
way, and think nothing of such importance, after the service ol dren weil
God, as to give their parents consolation and joy. It is the debt
that all children owe their parents; it is the greatest satisfaction
that parents can seek and desire from their children.  Counse-
quently, if we hear of parents who enjoy that satisfaction, we
say that they must be happy indecd, since they have snch good
children,

Christian parents, tell me, how can you hope to have that (MWiren
comfort and consolation from your children, if you do not bring wained un-
them up, from their carliest years, in the fear and love of God? lessthey
No, it cannot be; for virtue, piety, and the fear of God alone can e plonsy
make children really obedient. respectful, and loving towavds
their parents.” Ie who loves God, endeavors to fulfil IIis holy
will in all things; therefore, since the will and commandment of
God is: ** ITonor thy father and thy mother,”* obey and love
them, a pious child must necessarily be most careful in observing
this most important duty. On the other hand, if the son or
daughter is disobedient to the father or mother, obstinate, ready
to contradict them, fond of mnrmuring, complaining, and speak-
ing against them, and so forth; I shounld say at once, withont
any fear of being mistaken, that such children arc not pious, they
have not the fear of God, they are wanting in virtue, inasmuch
as they do not fulfil that important commandment of childlike
reverence and love towards their parents.  The Ioly Ghost savs
of pious and god-fearing children, by the mouth of the Wise
Man: ** A wize son maketh the father glad.”™® By wisdom 13
here meant piety and the fear of the Lord, just as the impions
are always called fools in the Sacred Scriptures.

Of these last we read in the same place: ** But a foolish son jx Withont the
the sorrow of his mother.”* We read in history that the tyrant f;ii (\)‘r_,‘ll‘"l’
Dionysius, wishing to be revenged on the philosopher Dione, put cause troi-
the son of the latter into prison, not to kill him, nor to torture 21:"_“:::11:(:;
! Videte, ne contemnatis unnum ex his pusillis. parcuts.

2 Honora patrem tiuum et matrem tuam.— Exod. xx. 12

3 Filius sapiens letificat patrem.—Prov. x. 1.
4 Filius vero stultus moestitia est matris suge.—Ibid.
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him, for such a vengeance would not at all have satisfied his re-

sentment ; but in order to cause the philosopher greater grief,

he placed his son in the power of a wicked man, that he might
be taught all manner of vice. When the young man had spent a
sufficient time in this school of Iniquity, the tyrant gave him back
tohis father. And why did hedoso ?  What was his object? He
foresaw that the father would be more grieved and afflicted at see-
ing his son leading a wicked and impious life, than if the latter
had been cruelly put to death befo-» his eyes.  Nor can it be
otherwise. Ie who is untaithful {5 God, 13, generally speaking,
unfaithful to men ; he who dishonors God, will not show proper
respect to his parents ; he who disobeys God, will pay little at-
tention to the commands and prohibitions of his parents ; he who
resists God, will be obstinate and stiff-necked with his parents ;
in a word, he who does not fear to offend God, will have still
less fear of grieving his father and mother.
Their being— But now, oh, parents, how your children are to be in this re-
plous and o o B
virtuous de- SPCCt, depends principally, nay, almost entirely on you, and on
pendsouthe the way in which you train them, as I have told you in the last
E;f:‘;’:f; sermon. Do you wish them to be wicked and impious ? They
il be so, if you are only careless of their souls. Do you wish
them to be pious and God-fearing > They will beso, if you ear-
nestly desire it, and train them up to it with care from their ear-
liest years. God will give them more or less grace tolead a pious
life, according as you are more or less diligent in fulfilling your
duty, and in trying to make them good. St. Bernard went so
far as to say that he never saw parents who sincerely desired to
have good and pious children, and who were careful in training
them up well, disappointed of their desires : < All parents,” he
says, ““who destined their children to the service of God, and
trained them up for it, obtained their wish.”* Such was the
experience of the mother of St. Louis, the mothers of Saints Ed-
mund, Clement, Tngo, Laibert, of St. Kdith, Ludgard, and many
others ; their only wish was to bring up pious sons and daugh-
terstoserveGod. They spared no pains in training their children,
so that the latter were innocent and good, although living in
coarts and in royal palaces, and exposed to many dangers of
sin, and they became great servants of God. Try that plan also,
Christian parents, and see whether it will not have the same re-
sult with your children ; for it is on your training, I repeat, that

! Omnes parentes, qui filios Del servitio destinarunt, et ad illud eos educarunt, vote suo
1otiti sunt.

v
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it mostly depends whether they are to be good or bad, and con-
sequently, whether they are to be a joy or a sorrow to you,
whether they are to make you happy or miserable in this life.
Think over the matter and see which you had better ehoose.

Think, I implore of you, what an indescribable comfort and Farents
joy it must be for you to be able to say with truth: I am the ijoﬁmt
father, or the mother of a holy child, who is always obedient. re- with good,
spectful, loving, and pleasing to God and man. Suppose, on irf;‘ﬁlewim

the other hand, that through want of Christian training, your vaa cnit-
son is wicked, obstinate, nuruly, given todrink and other. vices, dren:
your daughter disobedient, immodest, and leading a scandal-
ous life, so that your children are a disgrace to your family,
and will obey neither you nor any one else,—I leave it to your-
selves to say, could there be a greater trial for a father who loves
hix son, or a mother who loves her daughter? Especially when the
parents must say to themselves : T am the cause of this misfor-
tune, since I did not train up my wicked son as I should have
done ; T am the cause of it, because T was not careful in looking
after my children ; I am the cause of it, because I let them do
as they liked, and gave way to their folly and obstinacy; I am
the cause, because when they first went wrong, I, through a fool-
. ish and inordinate love, did not punish nor correct them ; I am
the cause of it, because I gave them bad example; I am the cause
of it, because I did not keep them away from dangerous oceasions
and bad company ! What a trial, I say, it must be for a father
and mother who love their children!
What a trial it was for Agar to be turned away by Abraham, Thisis
on account of her ill-reared son Ishmael, and to be obliged to :t:ﬁ,z
wander about with him, hungry and thirsty, in the desert, as we fromSerip-
read in the 21st chapter of Gienesis ! What a sorrow it was for ™
David, who had not punished his son Absalom for having mur-
dered his brother, to be attacked by that son and driven from his
throne, and in the end to have to hear the sad news of the tempo-
ral and eternal death of his rebellious child! ITow great was the
grief of the Patriarch Jacob, when the news was brought to him
that his daughter Dina, whom he had allowed to go out to sce
the women of the country. was dishonored and disgraced!  Tlow
great must have been the wailing and lamentation of those parents
of whom we read in the 2d chapter of the Fourth Book of Kings,
that they allowed their children togo out into the street and mock
the Prophet Eliseus, at secing two-and-forty of their unhappy
offspring torn to picces by wild bears!
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But it is not necessary to go back so far. Wonld to God that
we had not daily experience of the same deplorable kind ! Arve
there not parents enough, nowadays, who have nothing but trou-
ble and sorrow from the very children to whom they looked for
comfort and consolation in their old age, and to whom a foolish
love made them too indulgent? Now they lament and coru-
plain:  What an unhappy being T am ! Could there be a greater
trial on earth, than what I have daily to suffer from my own chil-
dren? It seems that my son or danghterisactually aceursed by God.
They cannot be induced to say a prayer, to go to Church, or to join
in any devotion; I dare not ask them to do anything, or they
will do the contrary; if I reprove them, they are sure to have a
sharp answer ready. I have taken so much trouble and worked
so hard to better their position, and now they are ashamed of me!
They are shortening my life ! My God, do I deserve to be thus
treated by my own children? Yes, you have reason for asking
that question ; you have richly deserved to be ill-treated by your
children. It is not so much a curse from God, as a curse that
you have brought upon yourself that you are suffering from.
You have cut a rod to beat yourself with. Tell me, how have
you brought up your children? What have you taught them
from their childhood? How have you punished and chastised
them when they committed a fanlt? What sort of example have
you given them? If you have failed in any of these points, what
wonder is it that your children cannot be induced to join in any
devotion, sinee they were not trained to it from their childhood ?
What wonder is it that they are disobedient and obstinate to-
wards you 5 for you have not tanght them how to fear and love
God! You have taught the little dog to eat from the dish ;
how, then, can you expect him to go a-hunting > Now you come
wailing and lamenting and secking to mend matters, but it is
too late.  Try to bend a large oak tree, or tame an old and sav-
age wolf 5 you will not succeed.  You should have tanght your
children hetter long ago ; and yon must only blame yourself for
the trouble they now cause you ! The Lord says: ““ What things
aman shall sow, those also shall he reap.”* You have, by your
want of care, sown weeds, thorns, and thistles in the souls of your
children.  You cannot now hope to reap good wheat therefrom.
but rather thistles and thorns that will pierce your heart with
sorrow. You have sown curses and oaths in their still innocent
ears ; and now they use against you what they learned from you.

! Que seminaverit homo, hwec et metet.—Gal. vi. 8.
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You have, by your bad example, sown in their still innocent eves
vanities and follies ; what else can you now expeet toreap ? ** Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?”" "' asks Jesus
Christ. No, that cannot be : ** What things a man shall sow,
those also shall he reap.”™® Whatever grief or trouble yonr chil-
dren now cause you, is just what you chose yourself.

And this is the just punishment that the hidden judgment of
God decrees against you, oh, parents! ITe chastises vou with that
wherewith you offended Iim. You have offended God by uot
carefully training up vour children, from their earliest years, to
fear, obey, and love IIim, and now IIe allows them torefuse vou
the obedience, respect, and love they owe you. Not that your
wicked children are to be excused; by nomeans. They will have
to suffer in this life and in the next: but the divine justice wills
that you should, even in this life, share in the punishment merited
by your children, sinee you are the cause of their present per-
verseness, by neglecting their early training. You see, then, that it
depends on you, Christian parents, whether you are to have joy
and consolation, or grief and trouble with your children. At
all events, you must confess that your own teraporal happiness
requires that you shounld rear up your children in the fear and
love of God, for their last end. I know well that is a con-
sideration whichisvery apt to touch your heart, and to induce yon
to train up yonr children properly; but if it were the only one, I
should not much deplore your misfortune, as long as yonr eternal
salvation was not atstake. Thatis what shonld make the greatest
impression on you, and induce you to spare no trouble in doing
your duty to your children. As I shall show in the

Second Part.

In order to be sure of your eternal calvation, you must fulfil all
the duties that God has imposed on you, under pain of mortal sin.
There is not the least doubt of that: <‘If thou wilt enterinto life,
keep the commandments.”® But T have already shown vou, oh,
parents, clearly enongh, from the natural and divine law, and from
the law of charity towards your children. that you are hound to
bring up the latter in the fear and love of God; and I hardly
think you can have any doubt of your being obliged to do so.
Now, if you consider the matter seriously, you will see that you

! Numgquid colligunt de spinis uvas, aut de tribulis ficus ?—Matth. vii. 16.
2 Que seminaverit homo, hac et metet.
3 81 vis ad vitam ingredi, serva mandata.— fatth. xix. 17.
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commit a very grievous sin, incur a fearful responsibility before
God, and that thus you cannot entertain any reasonable hopes of
salvation, if you do not fulfil this duty. To be the deliberate
cause of leading into sin immortalsouls, for whom the Son of God
shed His Blood, and died a shameful death, to betray them into
vicious habits, to deliver them up to the devil, to deprive them of
Heaven and drag them down to hell, surely that is a terrible sin !
It is the sin of which our Lord says in the Gospel: ** Woe to that
man by whom scandal cometh; it were better for him that a mill-
stone should be hanged about his neck, and that he should be
drowned in the depth of the sea.”* If this is true of all men,
even of strangers and foreigners, who are not otherwise at all con-
cersed about your children, because they are not entrusted with
the care of them, if they give your children occasion to sin by
wicked teaching, by unbecoming conversation, by immodest looks
and gestures, or by bad example; nay, if they even do not prevent
your children from committing sin, when it is in their power to
do 50 (alas, there are so many scandals, both public and private, in
our days!) ; if, I say, all these people are threatened with eternal
woe, and the souls they have betrayed will be required at their
hands, how will it be with you, ok, fathers and mothers, if by
your evil training, or neglect of giving them good instruction, or,
what is still worse, by your wicked instructions and example, yon
lead astray your own children, who are your own flesh and blood ?
What will you have to say, if you deliver up to the devil those
whom God has entrusted to you, that you may bring them to Him?
But their good or evil lives, their piety or wickedness, and con-
sequently their salvation or damnation, depend, generally speak-
ing, as I have often told you, on the training you give them from
their early years.
Thesius of — Therefore, the holy Fathers say positively that the sins and mis-
et deeds of children will be imputed by the justice of God to the par-
smputed  ents, if the latter have been remiss in their duty, just as if they
wtem. themselves were guilty.  St. Ambrosesays: ¢ The evil life of the
gon will be imputed to the carelessness of the father, * the wick-
edness of the danghter to the negligence of the mother.” Such
is also the opinion of Origen: ¢ All the faults of children will be
imputed to their parents, who neither instructed nor corrected

! Ve homini 1ili, per quem scandalum venit. Expedit o, ut suspen-datur mola asinaria in
collo ejus, et demergatur in profundnm maris.—Matth, xviii. 6.
2 Ad negligentiam natrnm refertur dissolutio filiorum.
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them.”' Nay, the Catechism of the Council of Trent teaches that
such careless parents will be punished, not merely for the sins of
the children whom they have badly reared, but also for the sins
of their children’s children, who will be influenced in turn by the
bad training their parents received. O, my God, what a fearful
reckoning that will be for many parents!

And what terrible vengeance the divine justice will take for
the loss of so many precious souls, who were ruined through want
of proper training! What do you think, fathers and mothers;
what would you say if your beloved child was brought by its
nurse to a witch or sorcerer, delivered over to be the victim of dia-
bolical arts, and instructed in witcheraft afterwards, so that it
could not be induced to repent? Say what you think ; what
punishment would that nurse deserve? Could you, in your just
anger and resentment, think of any punishment that would be
sufficient for such a crime? No; the most painful death would
not be severe enough. And why so? Because, on the one hand,
vou love your child tenderly, and on the other, you must sce it
hopelessly lost and corrupted. I acknowledge that you would, in
such a case, have great cause for grief and resentment.  But, tell
me, is God less concerned in the salvation of your children than
you? Does Ile love them less than you do? You are their fa-
ther and mother according to the body, but you cannot give them
their immortal souls; God alone is their Father according to the
soul. You have suckled and fed your children, but you have
not given your blood for them. nor have you fed them with your
own flesh. You have borne with much inconvenience, discom-
tort, and trouble on their account, for many years, to support them
decently; but you have not suffered cruel bonds, nor scoffs, nor
scourges, nor thorns, nor nails, nor spear for them. You have
hetped to support their temporal existence, but you have not hung
on a gibbet for them. Such is the inexpressible love that the al-
mighty God has for your children, so highly does He value them,
that He has suffered all thig, and other fearful tortures, too, will-
ingly for their sakes, so that they might escape hell, and go to
Heaven. Therefore, your children have far more right to say to
Him, than to you: ““Our Father whoart in THeaven.”* Sayagain,
what you think, oh, parents, but speak this time against your-
selves; how do you think God will look upon you, if you, by

! Omnia, quee deliquerint filii, de parentibus requirentur, qui non erudierint, neque cor-
ripuerint filios.
2 Pater noster, qui est in ccelis.—Matth. vi. 9.
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culpable negligence in training them, deliver up the souls of your
children, whom He loved even unto death, to the devil and to the
cternal flames of hell, from which they can never be liberated?
Such was the complaint of the Prophet David against the fathers
and mothers of Israel: ¢ They sacrificed their sons and their
danghters to devils.”™"  Can He who is a jealous God allow such
a erinme to go unpunished? Are the torments. even of hell, severe
enough to punish it as it deserves ?

Certainly, if God entrusts your children to the care of teachers
and masters who instruct them in the arts and sciences ; of con-
fessors who hear them acense themselves of their sins, and who di-
rect their consciences ; of catechists and preachers, who teach
them how to avoid sin and how to fear and serve God ; of spirit-
ual and temporal authorities, whose first duty it is to see that
provision is made for the proper education of children ; and if
all these people must answer before the judgment seat of God,
for the souls of the children entrusted to their care, under the
pain of eternal damnation if they are found guilty of negligence,
how much more, oh, parents, will not the souls of your children
be required at your hands ? What sort of a hell awaits you if
you are careless in this duty, to which you are bound, not by a
political or human law, bnt by nature itself > Hear what St.
John Chrysostom says : ¢ Parents, bring up your children in the
discipline and correction of the Lord.”* As St. Paul commands :
““ For if we are bound to care for them, as having to render an
account for their souls, how munch more the parents who brought
them forth.”* How much stricter the obligation of the latter
must be, how much greater their responsibility for those to
whom they have given life, and whom they have brought up !
Woe to you, then, I again repeat. If the just God will require the
souls of your children at the hands of strangers, how much more
will e not require at your hands !

Unhappy parents, what a fate is in store for you ! What an-
swer will yon make when the great God says to you : T have given
you so many sons and danghters, and entrusted them to your
fatherly or motherly care, under the strictest obligation of giving
them back to Me again.  Where are they now ? Where is your
son, or daughter ? I find only some of your children among my
chosen sheep ; the others are amongst the goats ; and yet I ex-

1 Immolaverunt filios suos et filias suas deemoniis.—Ps. cy. 37.

2 Patres, educate fllios vestros in disciplina et correptione Domini.

3 8i enim nos ipsi quoque vigilare jubemmnr, tanquam pro animabus illorum rationem red
dituri, quanto magis ergo pater qui genuit.
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pected that they would all serve, fear, and love Me, and be happy
with Me forever. It is you who have estranged them from Me,
and given them over to the demon ! What answer will you make
when your heavenly Father says to you: I have given youn the
title of father, which of right belongs to Me alone; T have given
you part of my paternal authority and right over my children,
and yon have misused my generosity to rnin and destroy them
for eternity! And Jesus Christ, the Son of God, will say: 1
have chosen you as my helpers and co-operators in the eternal
salvation of your children, for whom I have shed my precious
Blood, and you have sold them to my sworn enemy for a miser-
able price ! God the IIoly Ghost will also accuse you, saying : 1
entrusted those souls to your care, after I had chosen them
and consecrated them as my temples: and now, through your
negligence, they have become dens of murderers! Mary the
Mother of God, will also be there to accuse you : I had alveady tak-
en yvour children nunder my protection in order to bring them to
eternal life ; but yon, by your culpable carelessless, have allowed
them to abandon me, and to become the prey of demons! The
holy guardian angels will ecomplain of you: We have labored day
and night to protect our charges and lead them to eternal happi-
ness, and we found no more bitter opponents, no worse enemies
on earth, than you, who should have helped us ! All the Saintsin
Heaven will ery out against you: We hoped and desired that the
number of our companions in happiness would be increased by
vou : and now by yvour negligence, and the bad training you have
given vour children, yon help to inerease the number of the
reprobates in hell I What answer will you make to all this. I
again ask you : what judgment, what sort of a punishment can
you expect ?

Oh, what a fearful number of parents, even of those who have
no other grievous sins to answer for, will be lost eternally be-
cause they did not bring up their children in a pions and Chris-
tian manner! St. Isidore says: ¢“ A great number of parents will
e lost on this account alone, that they were the cause of the loss
of their children.” ' This truth is confirmed by the fact that very
little is thought of negligence in this respect, =o that hardly any
one makes it a case of confession. Thus, throngh enlpable igno-
rance, many do not confess it, nor repent of it as they ought.

Christian parents, who are here present, I hope better things

* Magna parentum pars salute destituitur ob hoe ipsum, quod eorum culpa filii flunt per-
diti.
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of you. Look upon this duty as the most important one you have
to perform. Think every day, asin truth you ought : The great-
est obligation that the married state places me under, is to bring
up my children piously and with the greatest care, that they may
fear and love God. Think : The most important thing for my
children is to escape hell and to gain Heaven. If that thought
does not influence you, then, at least, you must be moved by re-
membering that your own welfare is at stake, that there is ques-
tion of your being happy with your children here in time, and
hereafter in eternity. If you do not fulfil your duty, nor repent
duly of your negligence, there can be no hope of salvation for
you. Think, whenever you look at your little children : Woe to
me, if I should ever be the cause of these now innocent souls
losing their innocence and burning in hell, and thus make myself
a sharer in their damnation, by bringing them up badly ! On the
other hand, what a eonsolation and joy it would be for me, if I
could stand before the judgment seat of Christ, with my children,
and say to my Judge the same words that e said to His heavenly
Father: <“ While I was with them, T kept them in Thy name,”
as long as they were under my charge. “Those whom Thou
gavest me, have I kept ; and none of them is lost, but the son of
perdition ;” who lost himself by his wilful obstinacy. ¢ And now
Icome to thee.”' Thou hast given me two, three, four, five, or
more children; I have brought them all up to Thy service as well
as I eould, according to Thy command ; not one of them is lost.
Behold, they are here with me, and now I give them up into Thy
hands; now I come with them into Thy Kingdom ! Oh, what a
consolation ! It is what I wish you all, Christian parents, from
my heart. May you and your children be happy together forever.
Amen.

Another Introduction for the Tenth Sunday afler Pentecost :
Text.

Qui in se confidebant, tanquam justi.—Luke xviii. 9.
““Who trusted in themselves as just.”

How many there are in the world, my dear brethren, who look
upon themselves as just, while they are in reality full of secret
sin!  How many who could say, like the Pharisee in the Goospel.
I am not an unjust man, nor a robber, nor a murderer, nor an

! Cum essem cum eis, ego servabam eos in nomine tuo. Quos dedisti mihi, custodivi, et
nemo ex eis periit, nisi Aifus perditionis. Nunc autem ad te venio.—John xvii, 12, 13.
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adulterer, nor a ealumniator, nor a drunkard, etc., beecause they
know they are free from those vices. But at the same time, they
are unjust before God, because they neglect, or perform carelessly,
certain very important obligations of their state of life! This is
especially true of you, married people! Do not be satisfied with
merely avoiding certain grievous sins, although you may be other-
wise exact in fulfilling the divine law. Do not think that you
are faithful servants of (God because you go often to confession
and communion, frequent the Church, are devout in prayer, hear
Mass daily, and never lose the sermon on Sundays and holy-days;
or becanse you are faithful, loving, and kind to each other, and
patiently bear trials and adversity. In spite of all this, you will
be unjust before God, and deserving of eternal dammnation, if
you are deliberately guilty of grievous neglect in that most im-
portant duty that God has imposed upon you, of training up
your children for their last end; that is, to piety, the fear of the
Lord and Heaven; for that is required by the natural and the
divine law, etc.—continues as before.

FORTY-FIRST SERMON.
ON THE TEACHING THAT PARENTS SHOULD GIVE THEIR
CHILDREN.
Subject.

1st. Those parents do not train up their children in a Chris-
tian manner, who do not teach them what is good. 2d. Much
less they who teach them evil. There are many of both kinds.
—Preached on the seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost.

Text.

Cujus filius est ?—Matth. xxii. 42.
‘“ Whose son is He?”

Introduction.

The question that Christ asked the Pharisee about Himself,
is one that people often ask about others nowadays. If we see a
child that we do not know, we ask: Whose child is that? What
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is his name? Whose son is he? Whose daughter is she? If 1
were asked: Whose son is that who is so fond of running about
the streets, who is so ill-behaved in Church, who is given to curs-
ingand swearing? And if T were asked: Who are the parents of
that child who is quiet, modest, reserved, and humble, who comes
to Mass every day. who goes to confession and communion o
often in the month? Although I might not know either the
children or their parents, vet I should guess at once how the
parents bring up their children, and should say: The first is the
son of a futher and mother who do mnot fulfil their duty; the
second 1s the son of a pious father and mother who look after
the souls of their children; for as we have seen already, children,
generally speaking, lead a good or a bad life, according as they
are well or ill brought np by their parents.  Iitherto, my dear
brethren, [have spoken in general of the obligations that parents
are under to train up their children in a Christian manner; for
that is required of parents by the natural and divine law; and I
have algo shown that the eternal welfare of the children, and the
temporal and cternal welfare of the parents, depend thereou.
It now remains for me to show how this Christian training is to
be given, and what it requires. What is that? Be attentive
now. Parents who wish to bring up their children, as they
ought for their last end, must have good tongues, sharp eyes,
paternal hands, and good habits: tongues to teach their children
what is good: eyes, to be watchful over all their actions; hands,
to punish them when necessary, in a paternal manner; good
habits, =0 as to give them a good example of virtue and the fear
of the Lord. If one of these be wanting, the children will not
be trained properly. I shall confine myself to the first to-day,
and I say—

Plan of Discourse.

Those parents who have not good tongues, do not rear their
children properly ; because they do not teach thetr children what
is good. Such willbe the first and clief part.  Much less do those
parents rear their children well, who have bad tongues ; that s
to say, who teach them evil. Such will be the second part.

There are many parents of both kinds; a fact which cannot
be sufficiently deplored. That they may amend both those great
fonlts. give Thy grace, oh. God. to all parents, through the in-



The Teaching Parents should Girve Children. 33

tercession of Thy Mother Mary. and all the holy angels guard-
1an.

Amongst the many miseries that we inherit from the sin of
our forefather Adam, is deplorable ignorance in nearly every-
thing. No man is born learned, in the general course of
nature. No matter who we are, we bring ignorance with usinto
the world. It lies with us in the cradle, and remaing with us for
many years afterwards. Children must be taught and instructed
how to speak, read, and write, nay, even how to walk and stand,
eat, and drink, although the beasts themselves require no in-
struction in these latter things. How many years it takes,
what great labor and trouble are required, before a teacher can
get a child to understand the Latin language alone! DBut this
is not what T am most concerned abou*. It would not matter
much, oh, parents, if your children were and remained ignorant
of sueh things.

There is another art, and if they remain in ignorance of it,
they will never be happy with God in Heaven; that is the art of
arts, the chief business, nay, the only business that we must,
necessarily, attend to as long as we live; it is the only art that we
must know—the art of living and dying in a Christian and holy
manner. Now, the most deplorable fact of all is, that this art is
the.one we are most ignorant of naturally, and we find the greatest
difficulty in learning it, on account of our inclination to evil.
Hence, in order to acquire a knowledge of it, much more time,
trouble, and labor must be expended, than what & mere natural
art or selence would require.  Even after having learned and
understood that art, it is the one that we forget most easily, unless
we are constantly reminded of and instructed and exercised in
it.

Therefore, if children are to attain to eternal happiness, which
is the chief thing for them, they must necessarily be instructed
most diligently in this art, from their earliest years, and must
be constantly exercised in it, by those on whom the duty of
teaching them devolves. And who are they? Yon, fathers and
mothers, have. before all others, received this charge from God:
¢ Teach vour children.” says the Lord to ITis people, in the 11th
chapter of Denteronomy, after Tle had warned them to observe
all Ilis commandments faithfully: ¢ that they meditate on
them.”' And you must teach them constantly: ¢ When thou
sittest in thy house, and when thoun walkest on the way, and

! Docete filios vestros ut illa meditentur.—Deut. xi. 19
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when thou lest down and risest up;”' teach your children.?
What? < What I command you this day, that you love the
Lord your God, and serve Ilim with all yonr heart.” * The words
of the Wise Ecclesiasticus to parents are: *“Hast thou children ?
instruct them from their childhood.”* Mind, he does not
say: ** Lnrich them; exalt them; but instruct them.”® In what ?
In that of which Eternal Wisdom says: ‘< Come, children, I will
teach you the fear of the Lord.”® What the Apostles were, as
teachers of the whole world, what bishops and priests are to those
under their charge, that yon are, oh, parents, in your families;
therefore. St. John Chrysostom calls you Apostles: ¢ You are
Apostles in your families, which are called the domestic Church
by St. Paul : you preside over them, you instruct them.”” < The
tips of parents are books,” he continues, ¢ for the purpose of
instructing their children:”® and teaching them the law of God.
But how, and in what manner, must this instruction be given?

What must it treat of principally? That the children know
how to make the sign of the Cross, to say the Our Father, the
Hail Mary, and the Creed, as well as the Commandments of God
and of the Church, and that they know all the principal parts of
the Catechism by heart, seems to be enough for most parents,
even for those who wish to live as pious Christians and to fulfil
their parental obligations; and would to God that all parents
taught their childven even that much! But, is this all the in-
struction that they owe their children?® Tt is part of it, certainly,
but not by any means all of it; for what good is it to know the
faith by heart, and not to know how to live aceording to it? Of
what use is it to be able to repeat the ten Commandments, and
not to know what is commanded or forbidden by them? Nay,
what good is it even to understand all this, if the children are
not constantly urged to observe the truths they have learned ? To
be satisfied with the bare knowledge, wonld be like trying to feed
a hungry child by holding out a piece of bread to him so that he
could see, but not eat it. If that mode of action were persevered

! Quando sederis in domo tua, et ambulaveris in via, et accubueris atque surrexeris.—Deut.
X1; liz;)cete filios vestros.

3 Quae ego hodie preecipic vobis, ut diligatis Dominum Deum vestrum, et serviatiseiin toto
corde vestro.—Deut., xi. 13.

4 Filii tibt sunt ? erudi illos a pueritia 1llorum.—Ecel. vii. 25.

® Dita illos; extolle illos ; sed erudi illos.

¢ Venite ili{, timorem Domini docebo vos.—Ps. xxxiii. 12. .

7 Apostoli estis familise vestrae; hanc Apostolus vocat Ecclesiam domesticam, huic praosi-

detis, hane instruitis.
% Libri sunt labia parentum, namque ad erudiendos fllios.
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in, the child would die of hunger. Let a mother show to her
infant son a plate of warm soup, and say: Come, my child, eat;
you must cat in order to live. Although the soup is good and
healthy food, the child knows nothing of that, nor how to eatit,
and therefore the mother herself must begin and taste it, and
put it to the child’s lips. So it is, also, with the food of the sonl:
it is not enough merely to present it, or to impress the Christian
law and the ten Commandments on children’s memories. so that
they can repeat them like a parrot; they must see how that food
is caten. That is to say, they must be tanght every day, clearly
and earnestly, how they are to lead a pious life, according to
what they have learned. They must have that food put into their
mouths by frequent exhortation, so that they may practise what
they have learned when opportunity offers,

In that way they must be deeply impressed with the last end of
their creation. Ifor instance : Listen, my child: the life we lead
in this world lasts but a short time, and an uncertain time ; we
cannot be sure of a single month; we may die to-morrow, or even
to-day. Our greatest care should be to live well, so that we may
die well.  We are not here to be rich, and therefore, they who are
rich, are not happy on that account.  We are not here to cat and
drink, to sleep and play. so that they who enjoy all the pleasures
they desire, are not to be looked npon as happy.  We are not here
to be praised and honored, nor are men happy merely becanse the
world esteems them. We are here solely for the purpose of fear-
ing God, serving Him, keeping [lis commandments, doing Iis
will in all things, loving ITim above all things, and so, after this
short life, enjoying Him forever in Heaven. If we do not get
there, it were better for us never to have been born. That must
be the object of all onr desires, to it all our actions must tend,
for it we must pray and sing every morning and often during
the day. All that I do, think, and say must be for God’s sake,
and to gain Heaven. They must be tanght to have a great esteem
for God, above all things, and to hate mortal sin and fear it
more than anything else, because the great God is offended by it.
Think, my child, you might say: if you were to lose your father
and mother, who wonld take care of you ? Who would give you
foodand clothing? Would you notbe badly off » And yet that wonld
be a thousand times better for you, than that you should commit
even one mortal sin in vour whole life-time, and thereby lose God.
If you were struck blind, so that you conld not see your father or
mother, brother or sister, nor even the light of day, that would be
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a great misfortune, would it not > And yet, it would not be near
so great an evil, as if you were to offend God. Tobe spitted
alive and roasted, or treated like the holy martyr St. Lawrence ;
what do you think ; would you be able to endure that ? And yet
it is only a shadow compared with the fire of hell, where the wick-
ed shall burn forever, and never die. And they who sin grievous-
ly against the commandments of God. deserve that fire. Therefore,
whatever you do, sec that you never commit a mortal sin for any
one, for any pleasure, or for any gain.,  But, Christian parents,
be careful that your children do not imagine a sin to be where
there is none, nor a venial sin to be a mortal one ; for sometimes,
for the sake of quieting the children, or keeping them away from
small sins, or making them devout, the mother, or the servant,
will say to them: Be quiet; children who cry so will not go to
Heaven; to tell a lie, to tallk in Church, or not to be obedicnt
is a mortal sin, and so on. It often happens that the children
are afterwards really deceived by such remarks and believe them,
and yet commit the sin all the same. They must be taught, from
their earliest years, to have a great love for the Christian virtues,
especially for humility, modesty, diligence. meekness, patience,
and contentment with the will of God in all things. They must
be told of, and you must read to them, the example of our Lord
Jesus Christ, how obedient He was to IHis poor parents, as a
lowly workman’s apprentice, how 1Te was clad modestly and hum-
bly, how poor IIis food was, and liow many years lle thus spent
on earth, until e died in torments on the cross, in order to show
us the way we have to go if we wish to follow Him to Heaven.
In that way yon will save them from the deceitful spirit of the
vain world, and will fill them with the true spirit of Jesus
Christ and His Gospel from their tenderest years. They must be
taught to have a tender love and devotion to Mary, the Mother
of God, and to the holy angels gnardian. To that end, along
with their daily devotions, you might select a certain day in the
week on which you and your children could pay them special
honor. Mo teach your children to be respectful in Chureh and
devout at prayer, yon must always make them pray with folded
hands before and after meals, and every morning and evening
they should kneel down, to pray to (od and the Saints.
They will learn to be merciful and charitable to the poor, if they
are told to bring the alms to any poor person who is begging at
the door, and they must be told, at the same time. that what is
given to the poor. is given to Christ : go. therefore, my child,
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and give this piecc of bread, or money, or whatever it ig, with as
much respeet, love, and good-will. as if Christ Himself were
standing at the door to take it out of your hand. These exhorta-
Ltions must be often repeated. and so earnestly. that the ehildren
will think it an honor worth striving for, to be allowed to bring
the alms.  The day would be too short for my sermon, my dear
brethren, if T were to mention everything that parents should
constantly impress upon their children.

1f you wish for examples of parents who have thus trained
their children, in order to see how they did it. read those of ti
Sacred Scriptures ; there you will find, amongst many others.
the history of Tobias, and how he trained his son : ** From his
infancy he taught him to fear God, and to abstain from all sin.™"
And how did he instruet him ? Read the 4th chapter of the
Book of Tobias, and you will see words there which should be con-
stantly on the lips of parents: ** Hear, my son, the words of my
mouth, and lay them as a foundation in thy heart.”* *¢ All the
days of thy life have God in thy mind: and take heed thou never
congent to sin, nor transgress the commandments of the Lord onr
God.”® “Thou shalt honor thy mother all the days of her life ;
for thon must be mindful what. and how great perils she suffered
for thee.”*  “ Give alms out of thysubstance, and turn notaway
thy face from any poor person; for so it shall come to pass that
the face of the Lord shall not be turned from thee.”*  *“Accord-
ing to thy ability, be mereiful. If thon have much, give abun-
dantly; if thou have little. take care, even so, to bestow willingly
a little; for thus thou storest up for thyself a eood reward for the
day of necessity.®  Tor alms deliver from all sin, and from death,
and will not suffer the soul to go into darkness.  Alms shall be
a great confidence before the most high God. to all them that
give it.” < Eat thy Dbread with the hungry and the needy, and
with thy garments cover the naked.”™" ** Take heed to keep thy-

1 Quem ab infantia timere Denm doeuit, et abstinere ab omni peceato.—Tobh, . 10,

2 Audi, fili mi, verba oris met, et ea in corde tuo quasi fundamentum consirue. ~Ibid. iv. 2.

3 Omnibus diebus vitee tu@ in mente habeto Deum; et eave, ne aliquando peceato con-
sentias, et pretermittas praceepta Domini Dei nostri.—Ibid. 6.

4 1jonorem habebis matri tuwe omuibus diebus vite ejus 3 memor enim esse debes, qur et
quanta pericula passa sit propter te —1bid. 3, 4.

5 Ex substantia tna fac eleemosynam. et noli avertere faciem tuam ab ullo paupere; ita
enim flet, ut nec a te avertatur facies Domini.—Ibid. 7.

6 Quomodo potueris, ita esto misericors; si multum tibi fuerit, abundanter, tribue: si
exiguum tibi fnerit. etiam exiguum libenter impertiri stude: preemium enin bouum tibi
thesanrizas in die neeessitatis.—Ibid- 8-10.

7 Panem tunm cum esurientibus et egenis comede. et de vestimentis tuis nudos tege.
~ Ibid. 17,
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self, my son, from all fornication, and beside thy wife never
endure to know a eriine.  Never sufler pride to reign in thy
mind or in thy words; for from it all perdition took its begin-
ning. If any man hath doneany work for thee, immediately pay
him his hire, and let not the wagzes of thy hired servant stay with
thee at all.  See thou mnever do to another what thon wouldst
hate to have done to thee by another.”’  Keep away from bad
company: never eat nor drink with the wicked. ¢ Seek counsel
always of a wise man. Bless God at all times, and desire of 1Tim
to diveet thy ways, and that all thy counsels may abide in Him.”?
¢ Ifear not, my son: we lead, indeed, a poor life, but we shall have
many cood things if we fear God, and depart from all sin, and do
that which is good.”?®  Suach were the Leautiful exhortations and
teachingzs of the pious old man; whereupon, Tobias answered his
father and said: == T will do all things, father, whicli thou hast
commanded me.” " The tears come to my eves whenever I read
or meditate on this chapter.  Christian parents, compare with
that the teaching you give vour children, and sce whether they
both agree.

Read the Lives of the Saints.  There von will ee how the mother
of Nio Edmund, while her son was studying in a foreign land,
never sent him elothing without sending also a hair shirt, or some
other instrument of penance, with an earnest exhortation to use
it ditigently, in order to chastise his flesh, keep his innocence and
purity nutarnizhed, and preserve hissoul free from all sin. There-
fore he used to say : ** If hell were opened on the one side, and
on the other I were compelled to do something that could not be
done without sin, Lshonld prefer to go down to hell for all eternity,
rather than offend God.”™ Parents. compare your teaching ;
children, compare vour practice with this, and see whether there
is any difference hetween the two. :

You may read of Queen DBlanche. who daily taught her
son Lonis a certain lesson, when he asked her blessing in the
evening, before retiring to rest (children, it was a king who thus

1 Attende tibi, fili mi, ab omni fornicatione, ef prater uxorem tuam nunguam patiaris
crimen scire.  Superbiam nunglisig N Lo sensu, aut in tuo verbo dominari permittas; in
ipsa enim initimn sumpsit omnis perditio.  Quieunque tibi aliquid operatus fuerit, statini
ei mercedem restitue. Quod ab alio oderis fleri tibi, vide, ne tu aliquando alteri facias.
—Toh. iv. 15-16.

2 Consiliun semper a sapiente perquire. Omni tempore benedic Deum, et pete ab eo, ut
vias tnas dirigat, ete.—Tbid. 19--0.

“Noli timere. il mi: pauperem quidem vitam gerimus; sed multa bona habebimus, si
timueriniu: Denn et receserimis ob omni peceato et fecerimus bene.—Ibid. 23.
iU mathd. faetam, pater, - Thido v, i,
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acted to his mother, and you are sometimes ashamed to do it):
«= My son,” she said, in an earnest tone, ** I love you more than
myself; you are the only consolation that I have on earth; you
are the hope of the whole country; but I would rather sec you
lying dead at my feet, than learn that you had committed adelib-
erate mortal sin.”  Parents, are you, too, thus disposed?

Buat mark how the teaching of pious parents has it effect on
their children. Every one knows how carefully Louis followed his
mother’s instructions, and lived according to them. Nor was he
holy for himself alone, but he also left to his descendants the effect
of his good example. In his Life, by Lawrence Surius, youmay
read the beantiful advice he gave to his eldest son Philip. 1 will
give you a short extract from it: ** My son,” ave his words, **above
all, see that you love God, for no one can be happy who does not
love God.  Be careful never to conmit & mortal sin, but rather
endure all the torments in the workd.  When trials come, bear
them patiently, and think that you have deserved them: you will
thus derive great profit from them.  When you enjoy prosperity,
return hmmble thanks to God, lest you should become exalted and
grow worse through that which should have made you better.™*
+ Frequently confess your sins to a pious and learned confessor. who
will teach yon what to do, and what to avoid, and give him every
liberty to tell you of your faults, and to punish you for them.™*
 [Lear Mass with great devotion; do not allow your eyes to wan-
der about in Chureh, mueh lessmust vou talk, or try to divert your-
self; but pray to God with lips and heart.  Be kind and compis-
sionate towards the poor and oppressed, and help them as well
as you can. Listen with pleasure whenever God and heavenly
things are spoken of.”* “ Frequent the company of the good and
pious, and avoid that of the wicked.  Wherever you are, do not
allow anything to be said against God and ITis Saints, nor againstg
the good name of any one.  Often thank God for all the benelits
ILe has bestowed on vou. o that you may be worthy of still greater

“ones. Listen patiently to the complaints of the poor, ete.” After
many other fervent exhortations to act justly during hisreign, to
preserve peace, to protect the Church, and to spread the Catholice
faith, he coneludes with the following words: ¢ May the most

I Fili mi. ante omnia diligenter in eam curam ineumbe, ut diligas Deum. . . Cave, ne un-
quam admittas peceatun mortifernm, ete.  Cum adversa accidunt, feras equo animo, ete,
Cum rebus prosperis fueris, huiiliter agus gratius Deo.

2 Crebro confitearis peccata tua, ete.

3 Offteinm divinum devote anscultes. . . . £ Animo sis pio et humano erga pauperes. Ser-
mones. qui fiunt de Deo, Tubens audi.
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Holy Trinity and all the Saints protect you from all evil,' and
may God give you the grace always to live in piety and justicc
and to fulfil His holy will, so that e may be honored by youn,
and we may meet after this life before Him, to rejoice with Him for-
ever.” Christian parents, it was a king who thus tanght his chil-
dren! Iappy, indeed, are such families! What a Heaven on eartl,
it is where the parents teach and the children learn snch lessons!
Blessed are the fathers and mothers who thus do the work of Apox-
tles and co operators of Jesus Christ, for the glory of God, and the
salvation of the children entrusted to their care! Blossed ehildren,
how happy you are in being thus inspired with the fear and love
of God from your tenderest years! Would that such wore the
case in every household; what a change there would be for the
better, how different life wonld be thronghout Christendom!
But, alas, there is little use in talking thus! How many there
are who are gnilty of grievous negligence with regard to teach-
ing and instrueting their children! Iow many households there
are, in which there is hardly a word said, the whole week, of
God and heavenly things, unless the holy name of God is blas-
phemed, or uttered irreverently! We ought to be ashamed when
we read that even the heathens try to bring up their children
well.  The philosophers of India. as Father Drexclius writes,
were formerly aceustomed to forbid their children, or schol-
ars cutrusted to their care, to come to table, until they conld
give the correct answers to a eertain nmmber of questions, and
had told what each had done during the day that was deserving
of praise. If any of the children did not satisfy these conditions.
they were sent away from the table hungry.  Christians, what is
our conduct in this respect? A fine thing, indeed, it would be
for parents to keep their sons and danghters fasting until the
latter repeated what they remembered of the last good exhor-
tation they received, or the last sermon or lesson in ecatechism
they heard! A fine thing, indeed, for all masters and mistresses .
to assemble their children and servants together on Sundays and
holy-days, to read a spiritual book for them. or to teach them
something for the good of their souls! That would be confrary
to all rules of state and policy; that work is suited only for
school-masters and preachers! But tell me, is it not also the
school-master’s business to teach your children foreign lan-
guages, writing, drawing, and other studies. in which you make
their whole education consist? And yet you often examine

! Sacrosancti Trinitas, et al q omies servent te ab omni malo.
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them in those things yourselves, to see what progress they are mak-
ing. They are often obliged to exhibit their proficiency in your
presence and before others also. Are those things, then, of more
importance than their oternal salvation® But, no more of thix:
for there is still another thing to be considered that is much
more to be deplored, and that is, that if some parents neglect
their duty, and are on that account to be condemned because
they do not use their tongues to instruct their children, how
much more are not they to be condemned, who, instead of giving
good instruction, teach their ehildren wickedness by their evil
tongues, and lead them into sin? Yet, alas, thereisa large
number of such people in the world, as we shall briefly see in
the

' Second Part.

You are frigchtened, no doubt, Christian hearers, at this sub-
ject, and you think it almostan impossibility that amongst Catholic
Christians, parents are to be found who deliberately and wilfully
teach wickedness to their sons and daughters : for that would b
to make one’s house into a school for the devil, to the cternal
ruin of sonls.  And vet, I repeat, how many there are who sct up
stch a school of perdition in their own houses, so that the devil
finds no better teachers and agents in the world, than many fathers
and mothers, whom they make use of to betray innocent children !
T would, in truth, be much better for many sons and danghters
that they had never been born, or never been brought up by their
parents, or that they had been abandoned in the streets to the
fate of illegitimate children, and had been reared in a found-
ling asylum. Better for them, if, after baptism, they had been
put, like Moses, into a basket and been left to the merey of the
winds and waves, or that they had been suckled by wolves in a
forest, like Romulus and Remus, or had even been devoured by
wild beasts. Better, I say, to lose their lives at once. than to live
and learn sin and wickedness from their parents! St. John Chry-
sostom says: Would to God that the worst was* that your chil-
dren, oh, parents, learned nothing from vou, althongh vou should
answer to God for it : yet it could be tolerated to a certain extent.
But you do worse than that by teaching them what is directly op-
posed to their salvation !* TLet us see, now, if this is the case.

I will not speak here of those undoubted agents of the devil

1 Utinam hoc tantum culpa esset.
2 Ita universa itlos jubctis faeere. quee si faciunt, salvi esse non possunt.
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sed Who teach their children to e and cheat, to work on Sundays
" and holy-days, to eat meat on forbidden days, tosteal, to curse, to

be immoral, and to have dealings with the devil {(I'shudder when I
think of it) ; T could not suspect decent parents of being guilty of
sich things.  Yet there are snch people in the world, My com-
plaint shall now be directed principally against those who inspire
their children with the false and Iving maxins of a corrupt and
perverse world, which are altogether opposed to the Christian re-
lizion, and to the life and example of Jesus Christ, whom we must
try fo imitate, and to the maxims of the (m\l el that we must
observe, if we wish to gain cternal happiness. IFor instance,
Christ, by His example, and in 1lis Gospel, that all parents should
teach their childven from their tenderest years, says that the poor
e spivit are blessed:! and condenms the greed of gold:  Woeto
you that ave rieh ;”* to von who set yonr hearts on riches. Now,
some parents daily teach their children the contrary of that, and
tell them that happiness consists in being very wealthy.  See, they
say. that gendenan, that merchant, how well he has got on in
a short time, by his indnstry.  What a beautiful house he has !
What a rich inheritance he has sneceeded to! e is certainly for-
tunate. Ilow well that son, that danghter, is married ! What
would vou think, my child. if such good luck fell to vour share ?
Such teaching as that makes a very strong impression o tender
minds, so that t1 they alterwards come to look upon money and viches
almost ns their God. Christ savs in the Gospel : - ““ Learn of Me,
because Tam meek and limmble of heart,”® < Amen, I sayto you,
unless von be converted and hecome as little children, yon shall
not enter into the kingdom of Heaven,”t If vou are invited by
any one, “*sit down in the lowest place.”® Bnt what do parents
sav? My son, my danghter, you are as good as such and such a
one.  You must not oive w vity to them, nor vield to them; you are
superior to them in lnI\ and position.  ** But Lsay toyou,” says
(hrist in le Go=pe!. *love vour enemies, do good to them that
hate yon.” * What do pavents say when their children suffer any-
thing from another ¥ My child, will you put up with that ? Can
vou not defend )mln(]f.’ Will ven let yourself be treated in
that way ? Many {athers are quite pleased to see their sons fight-

1 Beati pauperes spiritu.—Matih, v. . 2 Ve vobis divitibus,—Luke vi. 24.
3 Discite a me, quia mitis sun) et humilis corde.- Matth. xi. 29.
4 Amen, dico vobis, nisi conversi tueritis, et efficiamini sicut parvuii, non intrabitis in reg-
num corlornm. —[hid- xviii, 3,
5 Recumtbe in novissimo loco.- - Luke xiv. 10,
§ Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos vestros, benefacite his, qui oderunt vos.— Matth.

v. 44.
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ing. If they are victorious the fathers even praise them, and
say : The young fellow has courage, he will turn out well some
day! Of course he will turn out well ; but wait ! If a little
child cries becanse it cannot have what it wants, the parents give
it a stick and tell it to beat and scold the naughty person who
has made it cross. A very good way, indeed, to give them a
vindictive spirit.

How do mothers sometimes instruet their daughters, who would
otherwise willingly be pious and devout ¥ ls it aceording to the
teaching of Christ in the Gospel : ** Love not the world, nor the
things which arein theworld ”?* s it aceording to the teaching
of St. Paul, who condemus all superfluous, and much more, all
vain and scandalous luxury in dress, and who even tells women
to veil their faces on aecount of the angels? No, indeed ; quite
the contrary. Go to your father, they say, and tell hint you want
another dress; you ought to be ashamed to appear like that in
the streets. What will people think when they see their own
children better dressed than you? Sometimes the danghters say
to their mothers: T have heard in the sermon that it is not right to
dress in that way, or to follow that fashion, and that it might give
scandal, ete. What, says the mother, let preachers say what they
like. They do not understand these things, nor how people must
live in the world. Kverything they say is not Gospel.  We must
not mind them, but do as others do. Other pious people do the
same, and we do not want to be any better than they ! You must
be dressed as I wish. All right ; be it so ; and they will go also
where you, and not God, wish them to go. There are daughters
who, throngh natural bashfulness, or throngh a love of virginal
purity, wish to remain quictly at home, to avoid the society
of the other sex, and to oceupy themselves in some lawful man-
ner, and the mothers, who ought to strengthen them in that good
resolution and approve of their modesty, cannot bear it, and drag
them about into all sorts of company. What, they say, you must
not be bashful, but friendly with people. You must learn how to
go about and let yourself be seen ; otherwiss, who will have you ?
Thus their innocent souls, even without their own knowledge
and consent, since they would willingly go to Heaven by the nar-
row way of the cross, are filled with the love of idleness and van-
ity, and are led astray on the broad road, by those who should
lead them to humility, modesty, virtue, and Ileaven.

I have seen little girls, I do not say where, who were taught

! Nolite diligere mundum, neque ea, quge in mundo sunt.—1I. John 11. 15.
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by their parents to dance, the one like a peasant man, the other
like a peasant woman, and to go through all the motions and fig-
ures that peasants practise in their dances at rural merry-makings.
It must have taken a deul of time and trouble to teaeh them all
that.  When I saw it, I conld not help sighing to myself, and
saying: What a wretched lesson for their immortal souls! T saw
the father and mother langhing and enjoying the scene, when their
little children sang impure love songs, or repeated conversations
of the same character. They even ordered the children to begin
again, so as to prolong their pleasure. Alas, what a training
for Christian children! I have seen parents who, when they
were playing cards, bronght their little children with them, and
tanght them how to play also.  Alas, what training for Chris-
tian children! 'There are parents, too, who eannot bear to see
their children piously inclined. They ery down piety in every
way possible.  See, they say, what a devotee we have! That boy
will be good for nothing; he istoo pious; we shall not know what
to malke of him; he is only fit for a priest, etec. 'These are the
{ine lessons that many parents give their children nowadays!
What wonder is it that the latter, reared in such a school, grow
up to be vain and foolish? Wicked parents, for whom do you
bring up your children? Tor God, or for- the world, that they
have formally renounced in baptism® For God, or for the devil,
whom they have also renounced forever? Have you had them
baptized that theyv might serve under the standard of Jesus Christ,
or under that of the demon? Has God entrusted them to you,
that you might lead them astray, sinee you lead them in that
unchristian manner on the high road to hell? You are, as St.
Bernard says, ‘“ betrayers of your children!”’

Ab, Christian parents, is my conclusion in the oft-quoted
words of the Lord: ¢ Teach your children,” * from their childhood.
And what? “ Tolove the Lord their God.” * that they may serve
IIim alone with all their hearts. If you know not how, or can-
not undertake to perform the office of a Christian teacher, and
instruct your children in goodness, then send them, at least, and
see that they go to where they will get proper instruction from
others. Bring them with yvou to sermons, althongh they may be
still very yvoung; they will hear many salutary things that will be
for the advantage of their souls their whole lives long. They will
at least have a wish to hear the Word of God, from their tenderest
years, and that isa sign of predestination. And you, too, willlearn

! Seductores Aliorum ! 2 Docete filios vestros. 3 Ut diligaut Dominum Deum.
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much that you can afterwards teach your children. If you do
not do even that muel (and alas, there arc many w ho hardly go
to a sermon once in a quarter of a year, through indolence and
laziness, or through fear of being disturbed in conscience!), what
wonder is it that you and your children live and dic in culpable
ignorance of what concerns your eternal welfare?  What wonder
i+ it that you live a sensual life, according to the fashion of the
world ?

You must send your children every Sunday to catechism. 1f
the mother is not able to nurse her child, does she neglect it al-
together? No, for she would thus cause the ehild’s death; slie
hires some one who can take eare of it in her place. In thesame
way, if some parents do not kunow how to instruct their children,
they must not, therefore. allow the souls of the latter to perish.
[f they did so, they would be murderers in a spiritual sense; and
thercfore they must have recourse to others, who will teach their
children for them. Alas, what great negligence parents arc often
cuilty of in thisrespect too! So that ecelesiastical superiors must
often compel them, by penaltics, to send their children to cate-
chism. Good God. what are things coming to, in the Christian
world? Who ever heard that a magistrate had to compel people
to look after their cows, and sheep, and pigs, and goats? DBut
the souls of poor children are left without any one to attend to
them! It was that thought which so often drew tears from St.
John Chrysostom. e says: = We take more eare of our asses
and horses, than of the souls of our children.™" Certainly,
what the Emperor Augnstus used to say of Herod : < It is better
to be Herod’s pig, than his child.” might be affirmed of many
Christians. ~ There are many people who treat their swine better
than they treat their children. Listen, parents: If you your-
selves do not teach vour children the catechism, nor send them
10 others to learn it, you cannot hope to save your souls, unless
vou repent sincerely of vour negligence. Understand me, now;
1 do not say that you commit a grievous sin by keeping them
away from catechism now and then: but if you are guilty of
grievous carclessness herein, von cannot be exeused from mortal
sin, as the best theologians teach.

Therefore, ** teach your children.”? or at least see that they
are taught by others. Think often, for your consolation, that
there is no work more holy, nor more divine, than to co-operate
in the salvation of souls, You can daily practise zeal for souls,

1 Majorem asinorum et equorum quam filiornm curam habemns. 2 Docete O1ios vestros.
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and for souls that are most closcly connected with you. Spare
neither care nor labor herein! Yon could not find a better em-
ployment. Rejoice at the promise made by God: “They that in-
struct many to justice, shall shine as stars to all eternity.”
Amen.

Another Introduction for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost :

Text.

Loquebatur recte.—Mark vii. 35.
¢ He spoke right.”

To speak, and to speak always right, as we should, is a great
and a rare art. It is an art that 1 desive for myself and for all
men, buat especially for parents, since it is so very necessary for
the Christian training of children. Iitherto, my dear brethren,
I have treated of this subject in general, and shown how all par-
ents are bound by the natural and divine law to train their chil-
dren, and how the cternal salvation of their children, and their
own temporal and eternal welfare, should incite parents to per-
form this duty. It now remains for me to tell you how this
training is to be given, and what it requires. What is that? Be
attentive : Parents who wish to bring up their children for their
last end, must speak, sce, feel, and live right. They must speak
right, to instruct their children in what is good ; see right, to be
watchful over them ; feel right, to punish and to chastise them
when necessary ; live right, to give them a good example. 1f
one of them be wanting, the children will not be trained prop-
erly. I confine myself to the first to-day, and 1 say : DParents
who do not speak right, that is, who do not teach their children
what is good, do not train them in a Christian manner. The first
part.  Much less do those parents who speak evil, that is, who
teach their children what is evil, bring them up properly. The
second part, etc.—continues as before.

® Qui ad justitiam erudiunt multos, fulgebunt quasi stellz in perpetuas seternitates.—Dan.
xif. 3.
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FORTY-SECOND SERMON.

ON THE WATCHFULNESS CF PARENTS OVER THEIR CHILDREN

Subject.

Parents who wish to bring up their children for Heaven, in a
Christian mauner, and to keep them from sin, must be watehful
over all their actions.— Preached on the eightecnth Sunday after
Pentecost.

Text.

Confide, fili, remittuntur tibi peccata {na.—Matth. ix. 2
¢ Be of good heart, son, thy sins are forgiven thee.”

Introduction.

Christ could speak like that ; for no one but God can forgive
sin, except those to whom Ife has given that power. Christian
parents, God has given you great power over vour sons and
daughters! But IIe has not empowered vou to forgive them their
sins.  Oh, if you had that power! If you could say, whenever
vour children are guilty of sin: ** Be of good heart, son,” or
daughter, ¢“thy sins are forgiven thee,” ' it woulld he casy for
you, then, to bring up vour children to Ieaven. But what am [
saying? You can bestow on them a still greater benefit than
the forgiveness of their sins.  What beneiit is that?  You can. if
you manage atters properly, prevent your children from com-
mitting any grievous sin, so that they do not need forgiveness;
and that depends upon your giving them a Christian training. We
have treated, last Sunday, of the good tongne. that ix, the good in-
struction that is necessary to a Christian training. But that alons,
1snot enongh: youmust also have sharp eves, so as to watch care-
fully over all their actions, as I shall show in to-day’s instruec-
tion.

Plan of Discourse.

Parents who wish to bring up their clildren for Heaven, in a
Christian manner, and to keep them from sin, as they ought,

J Confide. tii. remittnntur tibi peccata tua.
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must be walelful over all their actions.  That is the whole sub-
Ject.

Virgin Mother Mary, and you holy angels, who always watch
over our salvation, east your gracious eyes on all parents, and
obtain for them, from God, the grace of this necessary vigilance!

4 school- When the eat is away, the mice may play, as the saying is.

I;:Z:e;i;“m When children see that no one is looking after them, they do

seholars —what they like, and are generally wild and naughty. We can see

3?;;;’(‘(1“ that in a school, where a lot of little boys are sitting together. As
long as the teacher is there, and looking about him, they are all
as quiet and diligent as possible.  There is not a word to be
heard, unless when they are repeating their lessons, or arguing
with each other.  But if the teacher turns his back for a mo-
ment, some, who think he does not see them, begin to whisper
and talk together ; and if he goes out of the school altogether,
and they know that he is wanted outside, what a noise they make
then! A swarm of bees is not half so lively as a lot of children
when left to themselves. They talk, langh, shout, ery out, fight,
and jump over the benches as if they wished to knock down the
house, as they experience who have schools in their Louses, if
the teacher is absent, or wanting in vigilunce. To prevent that,
teachers gencrally appoint some one, when they are obliged to be
absent, to keep order in the schoo!, and write down the names of
those who make a noise.  But that is often of little use, for he
who has charge of the children is frequently as bad as they are.
Or else the children determine, at all costs, to take advantage of
the teacher’s absence, althongh thev run the risk of punishment
on his return.  Nor is it anv wounder ; for they are children, and
act as such.  There is nothing to keep them quict but the sharp
eve and unceasing vigilance of a teacher who loves them as his
scholars.

Soabo par- Ay dear hrethren, a Christian household in which there are lit-

Ciils must y . o o . .

act with re- t1€ boys and girls is nothing but a school, over which the father

ward tothe and mother are placed by God as teachers to instruet their children

moral char- . Ll A2 0 . o 0 0

acter of 10 the Christian faith, and to bring them up to virtue, piety, and

theivchil- — the fear of the Lord. that they may live well and die happily. as

dren. we have seen in the last sermon.  Now, if parents fuliil this duty
and often teach and exhort theiv children to good, they do a great
work, that is unfortunately rarelv done nowadays, even by Chris-
tians,  But what good i< it all, if they do not continually watch
their ehiidven, to =ce if their instructions are followed ? Not a bit,
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or. at most, very little. If the children find out that they can go
where they like, out of sight of their parents; that they can go
with whom they like, and do what pleases them best, what will
become of their conduct, then ?  They will be like the scholars
who are left alone by their teacher. Sometimes the eldest son or
daughter is told to look after the little omnes, to keep them
out of mischief; or the latter are intrusted to the care of servants.
But that is of little use, nor do the children pay any heed to it.
[t is only their father and mother, whose authority is from God,
who can keep them in order; and therefore God has inspired chil-
dren with a natural respect for their parents.

No child is so nanghty and disobedient as not to be afraid of
doing anything unlawful before its father or mother, unless it is
n-glected and trained to evil from its infancy. No child is so
sood, modest, and inclined to virtue, as not to be guilty of a few
pranks now and then, when its parents are not looking.  When
did the Prodigal Son of the Gospel begin to drink, and gamble
away his money, and live riotously ?  Was it not when he went
to a foreign land, away from under his father'seye? I'or he cer-
tainly would not otherwise have dared to lead such a wicked life.
When did Absalom, the eternally unhappy son of a holy father,
wlio was a man after God’s own heart, begin to rebel against his
father and to seduce the subjects of the latter from their alle-
giance? Was it not when he was forbidden, for having murdered
his brother, to look on his father’s face, or to appear in his sight?
Moges was placed by God over the people of Israel, as their leader
and law-giver. He gave them many piousexhortations to be al-
ways faithful to God, and yet when he went away from them for
a short time to the mountain, how did they act ? The Sacred
Seripture says: “ And the people, seeing that Moses delayed to
come down from the mount, gathering together against Aaron,
said: Arise, make us gods, that may go before us.”!' Nordid
they stop until they had brought him all their golden earrings,
ont of which he made a golden calf, and set it up for them to
adore, and to offer sacrifice to. ** And the people sat down to
eat, and drink, and they rose up to play.”” My God, what an ex-
traordinary thing ! Old and sensible people, who had preserved
their fidelity to the true God, in the midst of the persecutions of
Egypt; that chosen people. who had seen so many wonders of the
divine goodness always accompanying them in their journeys,

1 Videns antem populus, quod moram faceret descendendi de monte Movses, congregatus
adversus Aaron, dixit: Surge, fac nobis deos, qui nos preecedant. —Exod. xxxii. 1.
2 Et sedit popnlus mandueare, et bibere. et surrexerunt ludere.—Ibid. vi.
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now abandoned the true God, because their leader and law-giver
was away from them for a short time ! What may we not, then,
expect of children, who are unable to govern themselves on ac-
count of their youth; who do not yet feel much desire for a su-
pernatural end or motive, and who are inclined to all sorts of
distractions and amusements, when they are left to themselves by
their leaders and guides, their fathers and mothers? What
must become of them if they fall into the hands of wicked, ill-
reared children, from whom they can learn nothing good, and by
whom they will be led into sin, if the vigilance of their parents
does not save them ?  Alas, that would be as bad as to allow a
flock of sheep to wander about in the vicinity of the wolf, with-
out a shepherd!

Thérefore, for a Christian training to be given in the proper
way, it is absolutely necessary that parents should keep a watch-
ful eye on all the actions of their children, so as to see how they
live and what they do; what evil they commit ; what good they
do ; whether they fear and love God ; whether they go to Mass
every day; whether, and how often, they go to confession and
communion; whether they attend sermons and catechism; when
thiey go to bed, and when they get up; whether they say their
morning and evening prayers devoutly ; when, where, with
whom they go out; what they learn from their teacher: whether
they can hear, see, or learn anything good or evil from the ser-
rants in the house; how the relatives of the family, and the
neighbors act, with regard to them, when they are allowed to
visit them ; whether the children with whom they play are well
or ill-reared, what books they read, ete. Every care must be
taken to keep them constantly occupied in some lawful manner.
They must never be allowed to remain idle, for that would give
the devil every opportunity of leading . them into all kinds of sin
and vice. They must be carefully kept away from dangerous
company, and even from the least occasion of sin.  Without this
care and watchfulness, all your teaching and exhorting will be of
no avail.

This was the principal thing with all pious, God-fearing par-
ents, who wished to bring up their children for Heaven. When
Sara saw her son Isaac playing only once with Ishmael, the son
of her handmaid, she could not rest until the latter and her son
were turned out of the house. She said to her hnsband Abra-
ham: < Cast ount this bond-woman, and herson.””' She wasafraid

1 Bjice ancillam hane, et fitium ejns —-Gen. xxi. 10.
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that he might corrupt the innocent Isaac. The Patriarch Jacob,
too, was ill at ease when his sons. although they were grown up,
were away from him, minding their flocks. Ilis father’s heart
was filled with anxiety to know what they were doing, and how
they were getting on.  Therefore, he used to send his beloved son
Joseph to them : *“ Go, " he said, * and see if all things e well
with thy brethren : and bring me word again what is doing.”"
The same anxiety troubled Isai, when his gons were absent from
him, and therefore he sent David to see, not merely what they
were doing, but in what company they were, as we read in the
17:h ehapter of the First Book of Kings: < Go see thy breth-
ren, if they are well, and learn with whom they ave placed.” * The
Sacred Seripture says of the God-fearing Job, that he was not sat-
isfied with knowing merely what his children did, but also that he
was anxious about what they thought, although God alone could
know that ; and therefore, < rising up carly, he offered holo-
causts for every one of them. For he said : Lest perhaps my
sons have sinued, and have blessed God in their hearts.”* The
meaning of that is, according to the Septuagint : ¢ Lest perhaps
my sons have thought something wicked against God in their
hearts.”* ¢ So did Job all days.”® Therefore. careful parents,
like Job, are not eontent with knowing what their children do
outwardly, they also try to find out their inward acts. They
note, not merely what they say, but also, as far as possible,
what they think. They try to find out where their evil inelina-
tions tend, so that they may provide a timely remedy for them.
Much may be learned of their thoughts by watching their looks
and actions, and, as with other men, a little thing is enough
to give eause for suspecting them of evil inclinations.

But it is casy to talk of being anxious about the thoughts Many par-
and desires of children ! If parents only kept their eyes open to ;Ziifiuby
the outward acts of their children, it would be something. What busying
a great want there is in this respeet, with most parents ' Some ;iif;ii;ii
are occupied with far different things the whole day. either things and
at home or elsewhere. The last thing that troubles them sft«‘(;ﬁlg;;“;:
is to look after the children. They are very curious about weir chil-
what is going on in town, or in the country, orin the homes of dren.

1 Vade, et vide si cuncta prospera sint erga fratres tuos ; et renuntia mihi quid agatur.—
Gen. xxxvii. 14 o

2 Pratres tuos visitabis, si recte agant, et cum quibns ordinati sunt, disce.—I. Kings xvii. 18,

3 Consurgens dilucnlo offerebat holocausta pro singulis. Dicebat enim, ne forte pecca-
verint fiiii mel, et benedixerint Deo in cordibus suis.—Job L. 5.

4 Ne forte filii mei in mente sua cogitaverint mala erga Deum.

& gic faclebat Job cunctis diebus.
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other people. They pay no attention to what occurs in their
own homes, or to what their sons and daunghters are doing,
Sometimes they do not see their children for the whole day,
unless at meals. They allow them to go out when they please,
to stand talking in the streets, or at the door, in the morning,
the evening, or even at night, with whom they like. How
can that have a good effect on young people? Is that the way
to wateh over the aetions of ehildren, when they are allowed
to run through the streets as they like, boys and girls together,
Christians and Jews, playing, shouting, fighting with each other
in full hiberty 7 Isit not the case? I have myself seen, with
much bitterness of heart, girls of ten, eleven, and twelve yearsof
age, of decent families, playing with very wild and naughty boys
in the public stiects.  And decent Christian parents think they
can bring up their children properly in that way! Isthat the
way to exercise parental vigilance, when sometimes all the neigh-
bors ean speak of the wilfulness, wickedness, and viees of certain
children, while the fathers and mothers know mnothing at all
about them? So little do they watch over their children! Alag,
unhappy children, whose father and mother think as little
of you as a runaway dog! Nay, would that they thought even
as mueh of you! Sometimes a gentleman loses his hunting-dog,
or a lady her lap-dog: the servants are then immediately sent out
to look for it, and bring it home so that it may not run away al-
together, or be seized upon by strangers.  While the son and
danghter may ran off wherever they like, and stop away half the
day, and no one ever thinks of looking for them ! Teople are
anxious enongh to know if the sheep and cows have come home at
the proper time in the evening. from the pasturage; but they
trouble themselves very liftle to know whether their sons and
danghters are at home early in the evening.

Ah, if that philosopher, of whom Plutarch writes in his book
on the Instrncetion of Children, were to rise from the dead, and
tostand on the top of the highest tower of the town, and cry
out: ** Where are you going to. citizens? You spend all vour
time and carc in business, and little or none on your children, to
whom you must leave vour wealth.” ' In the same way T should
like to ery out in the ears of those careless parents:  You fathers
and mothers, where are you going? What is vour business
now? I am going to a lawyer, one of them might answer, about

1 Quo tenditis, cives ? quo tenditis? Qui rei faciendw omue impenditis studium, Bliis
vero instituendis, quibus opes vestras relinquetis exiguum ac¢ plave nullum.
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4 vase I have on hand; I am going to a debtor of mine, to get
some money; to a merchant, to do business with him; to the mar-
ket, to buy some things 1 want in the house; to my cousin, or
neighbor, to pay a visit, or to pass the time. And where are
vour children meanwhile? Are they well looked after, under the
cere of a good and pious teacher? If so, then go, in God's name,
and do your business, as well as you can! But, during the time
that you cannot ook after them, ave they idle at home, or run-
ning about the streets with wicked children, or are they in com-
pany from which they can learn nothing good? Oh, if so, go
back at once! Go back, hard-hearted parents; your children are
of more importance to you than anything else. Your first care
must be their eternal salvation; when you have looked after that,
you may attend to other things. For what purpose do you in-
tend the money that you lay up, with snch labor and trouble? Is
it 1ot to support your children? But what a folly it is to neglect
and forget those very children whose bodies vou labor so much
for! As St. John Chrysostom says, that would be like a foolish
gardener, who would work outside the garden to bring in the
water. so as to water his plants and trees, while he hardly ever
looks after the plants themselves, or cares whether the trees
grow straight or crooked, whether they bring forth good or bad
fruit. Go back, parents; look after your children better! But
there is no use in talking that way to those who do not wish to
hear!

But if there are some parents who keep their sons and daugh-
tors at home, and do not allow them to run about at will, nor to
go into bad company, yet, these very parents may be guilty of
great and deplorable carelessness of another kind, by not caring
what sort of servants they have, although the children are with

the servants the whole day. If the latter are faithful to their |

duties in the house, diligent and obedient, that is all the parents
care about. They never trouble themselves about how the servants
talk and act with the children, and what example they give them.
In the same way parents are guilty of sin by not caring whether
the school-master. or drawing, daneing, or feneing master. or
others who have to instruet the children, are pious or not; wheth-
er their moral character is good or bad. Tt is enough, as they
say, to be able to get the children out of the way for a while.
Alas, T must again say with St. John Chrysostom, we select
the best shepherd we can find to look after onr sheep and cows;
but it does not matter to what master or mistress we intrust the
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immortal souls of our children, that they may be kept from evil
and be trained to virtue.

Most especially do those parents sin in this respect, who allow
their children, and particularly their grown-up daughters, to
have free intercourse with persons of the opposite sex, although
it may be in their own houses. and under the pretext of securing
a suitable mateh. or of close relationship; and also they who per-
mit their engaged children to be alone with the person they are
about to marry.  Alas, when I think of this abuse, I could weep
bitter tears with the Prophet: < Who will give me a fountain of
tears,” ' to weep for the countless, precious souls who are thus
sullied and defiled! My God! To leave two people of opposite
sexes alone ; two who love each other foolishly ; two who know
that they will soon be married ! Who will give me tears enough
to bewail the countless sins that are committed in such eircum-
stanees by impure desires, looks, and actions! Tow many lose
their virtue thereby, before their marriage! IHow can there be
Inck or grace in a marriage that is begun by offending God?
Careless parents, what answer will you give hereafter to vour
Just Judge. if you deliberately, or through carelessness, allow
your children to act thus, and make yourselves responsible for
the sins they commit; and if they do not commit sin, which
would indeed be a wonderful thing, vou leave them, at least, in
the proximate danger of it? Yet so many fathers and mothers
think so little of it, that these sins are hardly ever mentioned in
confession. and never repented of and atoned for!

Further, what sort of care do those parents take of their
children, who not only allow them to do what they like at
home, and to go out walking and talking when and with whom
they please; but even place them beyond their reach, in such a
way that they conld not watch over them, even if they wished
to do so? T allude to those who, without any necessity or griev-
ous cause, send their sons. and especially their daughters, to for-
eign lands, to learn a useless language, that they could perhaps
have learned at home junst as well; or to be instructed in the fine
arts, which they have as good, if not better, opportunities of
learning in their own country, or to learn the ways of the world,
which will be of more harm than good to their sounls, their wholz
lives long. I do not say, my dear brethren, that this is to be al-
ways condemned, provided the son 1s in a boarding-house, or the
daughter in a convent. where the parents can be certain they

1 Onisdabit mihi fontem lachrymarum - Jerem. ix. 1.
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will be as well looked after as if they were at home; but few
concern themselves about that, and therefore their children
bring back from foreign countries nothing else than that they
can say: I have been in such and such a town; T have seen this,
that, and the other thing. What do I say? Nothing else!
Would that it were no worse! They bring back, often, nothing
but unchristian and frivolons manners, sinful consciences, and
perverse and corrupted lives. Would to God that this were not
proved by experience! T ask you, oh, pavents, to give testimony
to this.  Must not some of vou acknowledge in your hearts that
if you have been guilty of gins in your youth. you learned and
committed the most of them when vou were out of your par-
ents’ sicht?  And now. children must learn how to lose their
souls, in order to be able to speak a foreign language, and put
on the vain, frivolons, and wicked mauners of the world. in
order to complete their education! Fathers and mothers, you
must give an account to your Judge, for thus driving your
children away from vou into the occasion of sin!

Finally, what must I say and think of those parents who are
not only careless in watching over their children, so as to keep
them from sin and its dangers, but actually lay snaves for them
at home and elsewhere, and lead them into the occasions of sin?
What a fearful thing! Many fathers go to the tavern. their
sons must go with them; mothers go into company and bring
their daughters with them, into places which ought to le
<hunned by voung people who wish to preserve their innocence:
"They have pictures in their houses, and statues in their gardens,
that no man or woman, not to speak of curious children. could
look at without being seandalized.  They allow their little boys
and girls to occupy the same bed.  They are notat all cantions of
ivhat they say in their presence, and are very remiss in teaching
them Christian modesty.  Thus the poor children learn wicked-
ness in their very tenderest years. Christian parents, poverty
doos not excuse you from the duty of seeing that your children
are never placed in the occasion of violating modesty. But, you
say, what danger is there 2 They are young and innocent, and
do not know anything of vice. Be careful, or they will learn it
much quicker than the Our Father, or the Creed. Are they
still innocent? Then keep them so: but they will not long re-
main so, unless vou are very careful. The philosopher Aristotle
says that children begin to dream in their fourth or fifth year;
I go a little farther. and say that they begin to hear and see in
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their fourth or fifth year, or even earlier. And although they
cannot sin, because they have not the use of reason, yet many
sins can be caused in after life, by what they hear and see in
their childhood. Tf we were to ask many of the perverse, cor-
rupt youths of our times what Jesus Christ asked the father in
the Gospel: ~ How long is your son in this miserable siate
They could answer, as that father did: ¢ From infaney,”* How
Iongu have yon been so wicked? From infancy.  When did you
learn to commit that sin? From my very childhood. I learned
it from my parents, from my brothers and sisters at home. And
such is indeed the case.

Christian parents, be watchful over the actions of vour chil-
dren, from their very infaney, if you wish to preserve them from
sin, and to keep them in the fear of God. If vou had a hundred
eves, vou shonld keep them all open for this purpose ; but vou
have only two, and therefore must be all the more careful. You
shoull inspire yourselves with a holy fear, by thinking : T must
one day stand before my Judge to answer for the sins of my chil-
dren, if T have been the ecause of them by a want of vigilance.
Nor must von imagine that this is too unjust or severe towards
vyou, for you judge in the same way of others, If your watch
goes wrong, you accuse the watchmaker, and say that he does not
know his business. If you see a child with a distorted foot, you
get indignant, and think that if the mother or the nurse had
been more careful, the foot would have been all right.  And in
the same way the divine Judge will say, when He sees ason or a
daughter living in an unchristian manner: Father and mother,
what have vou been doing ? Why have you allowed the unfortu-
nate children to be thus perverted ? And what answer will you
make to Ilim ? You may say : I have not perverted them, they
have done it themselves, I could not prevent them from leading
wicked lives. But the Judge will answer: You should havebeen
more watchful over them in their youth. Tlook upon vou as the
first cause of their destruction. And such is really the ecasc,
Christians ! You have, for instance, a eclerk in your shop, to
whom you give a yearly salary on condition that he looks after
your goods, and takes care of themn, Now, suppose that, while you
are ahsent, the clerk goes to sleep, and a thief comes in and steals
your things; what would you say in that case to the eclerk ¢
Unfaithful servant, you would cry ont, full of anger, you must
either make good the loss or go to prison. But why ? What has

! Ab infantia —Mark ix. 20,
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the poor man done ? He went to sleep when he should have re-
mained awake. But, there is no harm in that ; when a man is
asleep, he can do no evil. But he should have kept his eyes
open, and not have allowed my things to be stolen. He is the
cause of the loss I have suffered ; he must go to prison ! You are
quite right ; for, according to every law, he who has charge of
anything, is responsible for injuries that happen to it, through
his negligence. Fathers and mothers, the most precious treas-
ures you have are the immortal souls of your children, whom
God has confided to vour care with the promise of eternal happi-
ness, if you are faithful in your duty. But it you go to sleep,
and do not watch over your children, so that the devil comes and
steals one of them away, then, woe to you when you appear be-
fore Giod ! How can you make good that irreparable loss ¥ Donot
say: What have Tdone ? I have not taught my children anything
bad, nor given them bad example, and Thave often exhorted them
to fear God. That may be; but you have slept when you should
have been awake. You were wanting in vigilance and so your son
or daughter is lost. T will require their souls at your hands, the
Judge will say to you. Think, too, for your consolation, how
much you may do for the honor and glory of God, if by your
watchfulness you can save your children even from one mortal sin,
and Low much you can do for the salvation of souls, if you bring
them, by your diligence, to Heaven, along with yourselves. What
a pleasing and joyful sight it will be for you on that day when
St. Peter will appear with the thonsands of Jews that he con-
verted, St. Panl with the countless multitudes of heathens that
he gained over to Christ, and the other Apostles, and mission-
aries, preachers, confessors, and priests, with all the souls that
they instructed and led to Heaven ! Ah, parents, do what vou
can now, so as to be able to take your place amongst them,
with your children at your side, and to say to your Judge : Be-
hold, I have kept those souls, and saved them by my watchful-
ness! With what joy and gladness yon will then hear the happy
words : ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant;” thou faithful
father ; thou good mother ! ¢ Because thon hast been faithful
over a few things,” in being watchful over a few souls, T will
place thee over many things,” come ** enter,” with thy children
“into the joy of thy Lord.”' Amen.

1Euge. serve bone et fidelis, quia super pauca fuisti fidelis, super multa te constituam: intra
in gaudiam Domini tui.—Matth. xxv. 23.
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Another Introduction for the Twelfth Sunday afier Pentecost :

Text.

Beati ocull qui videnl que vos videtis.—Luke x. 23.
*¢ Blessed are the eyes that see the things which you see.”
Blessed are the tongues of parents who speak right, and as

they should; that is, who instruct their children, from childhood,
in good and heavenly things! And this is the first requisite to a
Christian training, as we have seen in the last sermon. ¢ Blessed
are the eves™' of parents, who also see well, as they ought to see;
that is, who are always watchful over the actions of their children!
And that is the second requisite to a Christian training.  Such,
without further prelude, is the whole subject of to-day’s in-
struetion—continues as before.

FORTY-THIRD SERMON.
ON THE DUE CHASTISEMENT OF CHILDREN.
Subject.

1st. Parents, who wish to bring up their children in a Chris-
tian manner, must chastise them in a parental way, when nec-
essary. 2d. Many parents are guilty of grievous neglect in this
point.— Preached on the nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost.

Text.

Ligatis manibus ef pedibus ejus, mittite eum in tencbras exte-
ii, 13.

““Bind his hands and feet, and cast him into exterior dark-
ness,”

Introduction.

You must either raise your hands to punish, when nec essary,
the misdeeds of your children in this life, or you must see them
bound hand and foot, and cast into exterior darkness in the next
life.  What think you of that. Christian parents? Which of the
alternatives do you choose? What do you think, children?

! Beati oculi.
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Whether is it better to shed a few tears and suffer a little pain
now and then, here, or to be cast into the gloomy lake of fire,
where there is eternal weeping and gnashing of teeth, hereafter?
No doubt you all choose the first. And that is exactly what is
necessary in order to avoid the second; that is to say, children
must sometimes weep here, to escape eternal wailing hereafter.
Parents must punish and chastise their children here, that they
may not be obliged to see them bound and cast into exterior
darkness hereafter. And this is the third requisite for a Chris-
tian training. The tongne must be good, to instruct the children
in piety and lead them on to it; the eyes must be good, to keep
constant watch over them: and the hands. too, must be made use
of to feel right, that is, to inflict due punishment on them. Such
is the subject of to-day’s instruction, or rather complaint, since
there are so many who are wanting in this point.

Plan of Discourse.

Parents, who wish to bring up their children in a Christion
manner, must chastise them i a parvental way. whein necessary.
Such will be the short instruction of the first part.  Many parvents
are guilly of grievous neglect in this point.  The complaint of the
second part.

That this defect may be amended, obtain for all parents. oh,
Virgin Mother of God, and holy angels guardian, a powerful
grace from God: so that none of them may hear the words:
““Bind his hands,”* ete.

There is a duty imposed by God on all men. althongh it is
often disregarded, and that is the duty of fraternal correetion.
By that every one is bound, under pain of sin, to restrain hi-
neighbor from sin, or if the latter has already sinned. to warn
him, and if he continnes obstinate, to accuse him to others who
will have more influence over him. This obligation binds him
who prudently foresees that he will easily be able to vestrain, re-
prove, or accuge his neighbor. so that his correction will henefit
the latter. This is the teaching of all theologians, fonnded on the
words of the IHoly Ghost: <“Ile gave to every one commandment
concerning his neighbor,”* and on the express command of Jesus
Christ in the Gospel of St. Matthew: * If thy brother shall of-
fend against thee, go and rebuke him between thee and him

1 Ligatis manihus ejus, ete. 2 Mandavit unicuique de proximo suo,— Eeel. xvii. 12.
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alone.”' Tf he listens to you, you have saved your brother’s soul.
If he despises your warning, take some one else with you as a wit-
ness, and repeat it. If von still find no trace of improvement—
“ And if he will not hear them, tell the Chureh” *—aceuse him to
hissuperiors. I have said else where, when speaking of detraction,
that itis not allowed to mention the secret sin of another in con-
fession, if you ean declare your own sin snfliciently otherwise. Yes,
Christians, that is the case, and [ repeat that it is not lawful to
take away another’s @ood name, even in the confessional; yet it
1s one thing to make known the private erime of another to one
who is no better for knowing it, except that he knows it, and who
therefore should be left in ignorance of it, and another to de-
clare even the unknown sin of another to one who can induce, or
help the guilty person to amend; this is not merely lawful,
but it is a dnty that binds every one, under pain of sin,
Thus a neighbor is bound to tell the parents of their son or
danghter, and the master and mistress of their servants, if they
sce the latter committing any sin unknown to the former. Thus,
also, every one who notices anything dangerous in a house, and
who prudently hopes to make matters better, is bound to make
known the cirenmstances to those who are able to remove the
danger.  This is required by the law of Christian charity and fra-
ternal eorreetion, so that sins and offences against God may be
prevented.

Why do I say all this, my dear brethren? In order that all
Christian parents may learn therefrom what a great obligation is
mmposed on them by God, to punish their children in g parental
manner, and to ehastise them if they commit a fault, or do any-
thine wrong; for if every man, if even strangers, who have noth-
mg to do with your children, except that they are their neigh-
hors, are bound to corroet them when. necessary, I repeat with
St.Johm Chrysostom: How much greater and strieter is the obli-
gation of the father * and mother in suel g ease, since they have
given life to their children and are bound to keep them from
evil, and to lead them on to virtne and to Meaven ?  And there
can be less doubt about this, since God has given parents such
great authority over theip children, and has inspired children
with such great reverence and respect for their parents. A fath-
er or nother who admonishes g child seriously, or speaks a word

! Si peceaverit in te frater fuus, vade et corripe eum inter te ot ipsum solum.—Matth,
Xxviii. 15.

? Quodsi non audierit eos, die Eeclesice, —Thid. 17.

3 Quanto magis pater ergo, qQui zennit,
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of warning, or gives it a single threatening look, can do more to
correct it, than any one else could by beating it.  Without your
correction and chastisement, oh, parents, there is no use in any-
thing that others may do. What good can school-masters and
teachers do your children, if you tolerate in the latter what
ought to be punished? Ilow can the catechist, the preacher, or
the confessor induce them to amend their vicious lives, if you al-
low them to act as they please when they are not in Chureh, at
the sermon, or in the confessional, and if, after you have noticed
a fow times that they are given to certain faults, you do not
ernestly admonish and chastise them? No, it is all useless; you
will never rear good children, no matter how much you preach
to and instruct them, no matter how watehful you are over their
conduct, unless yon punish and chastise, in a parental manner,
their fanlts and vices.

Such is the case, Christian parents. If you wish to perform
the duty of rearing your children properly, you must not spare
the rod of chastisement. when it is useful and necessary, as the
Wise Ecclesiasticus says. ITear the warning he gives, which.
since it comes immediately from the Tloly Ghost Himself, should
have much more effect upon you than any words of mine: < Ile
that loveth his son, frequently chastiseth him”-—thus the 30th
chapter begins—** that he may . joice in his latter end, and not
grope after the doors of his neighbors. A horse not broken be-
cometh stubborn, and a child left to himself will become head-
strong. Give thy son his way, and he shall make thee afraid;
play with him and he shall make thee sorrowful.  Langh not
with him, lest thou have sorrow, and at the last thy teeth he set
on edge. Give him not hberty in his vouth, and wink not at his
devices. Bow down his neck while he is young, and beat his
sides while he is a child, lest he grow stubborn and regard thee
not, and so be u sorrow of heart to thee.”' TFathers and moth-
ers, mark these words of the Holy Ghost; learn from them how
earnestly you must correct and chastise your children, from their
earliest years, and that yon must not spare the rod on your sons
and daughters while they are young, if you wish to be saved from
the necessity of applying it to them when they are grown up. In

1 Qui diligit fillum snum, assidoat i1 flagella, ut 'stetur in novissimo suo et non palpet
proximornn ostia. Equus indomitus evadii durus, et ilius remissus evadet praeceps. Lac-
ta filium, et paventem te faciet; lude cum eo. e+ contaistabit 2. Non corrideas illi, ne doleas
et in novissimo obstupescent dentes tui. Non :1li potestatem in juventute, et ne despieias
cogitatus illins. Curva cervicem ejus jn juventute. et tunde latera ejus, qum infaus ¢
forte induret. et non eredat tibi. et erit tibi dolor anine. Feel. XxxX. 1, 812,
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their childhood yon must not allow the least sign of anger, vin-
dictiveness, untruthfulness, disobedience, frivolity, or vanity to
2o unpunished, so that these weeds may not take deeper root.,
and become more difficult to pull up afterwards.  There is no
doubt that it is indispensably necessary for parents to correct and
chastise the faults and misdeeds of thojr children; and if this
were done by all fathers and mothers in a proper manner, the
morals and lives of Christians wonld be far better than they now
are; but herein les the great fault of many parents, as we shall
see in the

Second Part.

The natural love for very young children is so inordinate and
foolish with many mothers and, what is still more surprising,
with many fathers, that they fear to distress their children by
saying a single cross word to them, They give them everything
they ask for; they fulfil their every desire as quickly as possi-
ble, 50 as to avoid the grief and sorrow that the toars of their
children would cause them. They are children. they say, we
must have patience a little longer.  And when the Iittle ones
notice that, they soon become lords and masters over their own
parents, and the latter must obey  their every ecommand and
slightest wish, like most dutifu] servants: for they know how to
use the weapons that they have already found to be so powerful,
that is, their tears. I have occasionally seen families in which
this was the case, and I have secretly pitied the poor parents,
who were rnled over by their little sons or daughters to snch an
extent, that they had to make children of themselves, and werce
obliged to run up and down ang Play about with the little one
for half the 3y,  If the fagher sald one thing, the child asserted
the coutrary; if the mother said yes, the child satd no; if it did
not at once get what it wished for, it began to ery, so that futher
and mother were quite ready to obey it und do its will. Even
then they had a great deal of trouble to make the wilful child
satisfied and contented, Oh, thought I to myself, what would |
do, if T had to submit to that slavery? Tt I had charge of that
child, T wounld go qnite another way to work with it, and would
soon make it submit. and qo my will,

Is that the way to love childven ang bring them up in a Chris-
tian manner® Does it not rather tend to make them stubborn,
impudent, obstinate, wilful, and disobedient, and in such a way
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that it will be impossible afterwards to correct them of those
faults? And what are you doing by this over-indulgence, but
cutting a rod to beat yourselves? For you are rearing up a dis-
obedient son, a wilful daughter, who will afterwards oceasion
you much grief and anxiety. Ilence, the Holy Ghost says, as
we have seen already: ‘“ Give thy son his way, and he shall
make thee afraid,” when he grows up; ‘“play with him, and
he will make thee sorrowful,” and turn thy laughter into tears.
The Wise Solomon says in the Book of Proverbs: *“The child
that is left to his own will bringeth his mother to shame.”?
Formerly, as St. Jerome writes, children, as soon as they were
born, were sprinkled with salt, that their limbs might grow
strong and vigorous. In our days, so to speak, the children are
sprinkled with honey and sngar. What wonder is it, then, that
they afterwards occasion their parents so much trouble and
grief? IMow many parents there are who now experience the
truth of that, in the torment that they have with their children,
because they did not punish and chastise them in their youth!
If they had done so, the children would now be obedient and
respectful to them. As it is, the poor parents come weeping
and complaining; but to what purpose? They may thank them-
selves for the troubles they have. It is too late to do anything
now. The tree has grown up crooked, and cannot be straight-
ened.

The Wise Ecclesiasticus says: ‘“ Beat his sides while he iz a The rod
child,”® and still in the cradle. The rod must be used when- :;‘;f;dn?ﬂ:
ever he refuses to obey his father or mother, because young soungens-
children especially have not a due sense of reverence, and cun &
be kept in restraint only by fear. In that way you will make a
deep impression on his imagination, so that he will know that
there is a beating in store for him whenever he does wrong.
But the poor, dear child commences to cry so pitifully when he
feels the rod ! Quite right, let him feel it; such tears are the
best and most salutary food he could have; for corporal food
preserves only the mortal body, while due chastisement saves the
immortal soul. If that same child were suffering from some
illness, and had to take a bitter medicine, would you send away
the doctor, because the child makes a wry face and cries when
he sees him? On the contrary, you compel the child to take

! Lacta fillum et paventem te faciet ; lude cum eo, et contristabit te.
* Puer, qui dimittitur voluntati sus, confundit matrem suam.—Prov. xXxix. 15,
? Tunde latera ejus, dum infans est.
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the medicine, no matter how bitter it is. Dut he cries. That is
nothing, you say; better for him to cry and get well again, than
to laugh and die.  And you are quite right! But is his soul of
less importance? To save it, yon must often employ the bitter
medicine of chastisement, and would you allow the child’s tears
to prevent you from using it, and thus destroy his precious
soul?

Again, parents sin by the same foolish love—or shall we rather
call it hatred and anger—towards their children, when they cor-
rect their grown-up sons and daughters, in the way in which
the high-priest Leli corrected his children; that is, by mere
words.  They curse and swear, and threaten all sorts of things
to their children, but never fulfil their threats, because they
are afraid to cause pain to their dear son or daughter; and yet
they know by experience that their threats have mnot the least
cffect. What an unchristian and feolish love that is!

Father, mother, I will borrow a simile from St. John Chrysos-
tom:  Imagine that you are walking with your child along the
river.  The child goes a few paces away from you and falls into
the deep water.  What will you do? Will you stretch out your
hand to save him from being drowned? Who could doubt it?
You would do that even at the risk of your own life. But the
child is already nearly under the water, and you must catch him
by the hair to pull him up. Will you do that* Or will you
rather say: Ob, T cannot bear to pull my darling child by the
hair; it would hurt him too much; I could never bring myself
to do it! O, foolish parents, will you then look on while your
child is drowning, and not try to save him? My opinion is that
if it were necessary to pull one of his arms off to save his life, in
such a case, yon would net hesitate to do jt.

Now, father, pay attention. You hear from well-meaning
friends, you see and know vourself that your son plays truant
from school and Church, and spends his time running about the
streets with bad boys ; that he can curse and swear, and gam-
ble, and drink; that he does not g0 to catechism or sermon on
Sundays and holy-days: that he never says his morning and
evening prayers. Ah, your son is in great danger! Ilelp him
at once, or he will be lost forever! Mother, if you see that your
daughter is too vain and frivolous in her behavior; that she is
too free in company; that she idles about the honse, and some-
times in the street; that she is not restrained enough in the
cempany of some friend or neighbor of the opposite =ex; that
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she laughs and jokes with him alone in the garden, or at the
house door late at night,—then is the time to help your child,
for she will otherwise be ruined. Now what will you do in such
circnmstances? 1 am speaking now to father and mother.
What will you do, I ask? You may stretch out your hand to
save your child, that is, you venture on a mild expostulation, as
Heli did: “ Why do ye these kind of things which I hear, very
wicked things, from all the peeple 2 Do not so, my sons; for it
1s no good report that I hear.”' In the same way you say to
vour children: My son, that is not right; my danghter, that is
not becoming; you must not do that! Well-reared daughters
must stay at home, and employ themselves in some suitable
work. Ilave you not heard what was said in the sermon, that
children who act as you do, are in danger of losing their souls?
Girls who aet in such a manner will never get good hus-
bands, cte. DBuat what is the use of all that talk? It will not
save your children from the danger in which they are. They
are sinking deeper and deeper: you must exert yourself to more
purpose, and stretch forth your arm to help them; that is to
say, you put on an angry countenance and threaten them, say-
ing : Take care, if you do not amend I will punish you se-
verely; I have a rod in pickle for you, ete. DBut these threats
are of no usc cither. They frighten only for the moment; the
children are used to them, and they know that they are only
harmless thunderstorms, without lightning. They appear to
tremble, but in reality they are laughing at you in their
sleeve, and they think: Oh, I have heard that often enough!
Thus they are on the point of sinking altogether; you must pull
them out by the hair; that is, yon must chastise them seriously
and in a parental manner, until they show signs of improvement,
not merely in words, but in deeds. But, alas, the mother says,
and sometimes the father, too, although he should have more
sense, I eannot bear to beat the darling child! Children must
not be ruled with the rod! No? then the darling child must go
to ruin, while you, father and mother, look on, and prefer to see
your son or daughter howling amongst the demons forever,
rather than cause them to shed a few tcars here on earth by
your parental chastisement! Do vou think your children will
thank you hereafter for snch a foolish love? How could they?
Still more foolish are they who not only refuse to punish their

1 Quare facitis res hujusmodi, quas ego audio, res pessimas, ab omni populo ? Nolite, filii
mei ; non enim est bona fama, quam ego andio.—I. Kings {i. 23, 24.

The worst
fault is that



66 Due Chastisement of Children. -

of those who children when the latter do amiss, but even do not permit other
z’;::"ml::r well-meaning persons to perform this daty. Sometimes a child
children i3 punished in school for a fault; it knows that the punishment
sr;];ls,:e‘i % yvas deserved, and is very carcful not to say a word to father or
mother about the matter.  But if the parents hear of the pun-
ishment, what a noise they make! They call the teacher an
unmannerly, coarse, and savage person, instead of thanking him
for what he has done.  And that, sometimes, even in presence of
the children, although the latter would otherwise bear their pun-
ishment patiently enough. A fine way that to rear children !
Sometimes a neighbor comes with the best possible intentions,
and says to the father or mother, as he is in duty bound: I have
heard =0 and so of your son, or daughter; I myself have seen
them act in such and such a way; I thought it right to tell you,
that you may correct them in time, ete.  Whereupon the parents
get quite angry, and say: It is not true; itis false; mind your own
children and leave me to manage mine. So that they do not
wish to hear anything of the bad couduct of their children, or
pretend not to know anything of it, that they may not be forced
to punish them. A fine way, indecd, of rearing children ! What
ean be the end of such children?
5;'::};‘5“”’ Sometimes a sensible father wishes to do his duty in this
whenone  particular, when the mother rushes up, erying and screaming :
prevents the Y ou murderer, do you want to kill the c¢hild? Or, on the other
other from . . . o
punishing  Rand, as is also frequently the case, a pious mother is determined
the chil- o administer due punishment to her child, but she is prevented
dren. by the foolish father. Thus the children have a protector, to
whom they know they can fly for refuge, when they have done
wrong, and of course they trouble themselves little about
the faults they commit, or about the threats of punishment they
hear. I have known children who dared to say to their mother,
who was about to punish them: < Wait till my father comes
home; I will tell him, and then you must look out.” Ah, blind
parents, is that the way yon love your children? Do vou not
gee that such apparent mildness and mercy is, in 1'ea1}t)', the
greatest cruelty that you could practise towards them * You are
like the apes that press their young to death through sheer love.
You drive your unfortunate children to a still more terrible
death, that of their immortal souls, by your false love, since you
do not punish them when you ought.
mzz“:he You, parents, who are in any way wanting in this duty, hear
what the holy Pope, St. Gregory, relates of his own experience

L3
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with a child five years old. Lest I should appear to exaggerate,
T give you his own words: ¢ Althongh it is reasonable to believe
that all children who are duly baptised and die in childhood go to
Heaven, yet it is not an infallible truth that each and every lit-
tle one who can speak, goes to Ifeaven after death;for their par-
ents, by not bringing them up properly, close lleaven agiinst
them. A certain man, who was well known in this city, had, three
years ago, a little son, who seemed to me to be abount five years
old. The man had an inordinate love for this child, and was much
too indulgent to him, and, terrible to relate, the little boy used
to blaspheme the divine majesty when anything displeased him.
Three vears ago this child fell mortally ill, and (as is attested by
eye-witnesses), while he was reclining in his father’s arms, he
saw, to his dismay, the evil spirits approach him: ¢ Help, father,
help!”* he cried out in a loud voice, and hid his face in his
father’s bosom, so as to avoid the dreadful sight. The father
asked Liim what was the matter, and he answered : There are
black men coming to take me away: whereupon he again blas-
phemed God, and died. Thus the Almighty God, for some rea-
son or other, allowed those robbers to take away the soul of that
child. that in his last moments he might show that on account
of not being duly chastised by his father, he died blaspheming
God, in the actual commisgion of the sin that the divine patience
had so long borne with. So that the father might see how
guilty he was in neglecting the soul of his little son, and thus
rearing up a great sinner for hell-fire.”? Such are the words of
St. Gregory, in the 4th Book of his Dialognes, chapter 18th. My
God, according to the opinion of such a holy man, a child of
five years was dragged down to hell by demons ! What will then
become of those grown-up sons and daughters, who commit many
sins through habit, because their parents do not chastise them ?
Is it not punishment enough for you, oh, parents, that by your
foolish love, or rather senseless cruelty, you condemn your own
tlesh and blood to the eternal flames of hell ?

Ah, blind parents, I repeat, what a striet account you will one
day have to give in your own persons for the many sins that your
children committed and did not repent of, because you did not
chastise them properly ! And what a terrible punishment you
have to expect from the divine anger ! You have often heard of

1 Obsta pater ! obsta.
2 Quatenus reatum suum pater ejus agnosceret, qui parvuli filii animam negligens, non
parvuluin peccatorem gehenne ignibus nutrisset.
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the high-priest Ieli, and how God was so wroth with him, that
He took away the priestly dignity from him and his children for-
ever, and deprived them of life as well. ** Behold 1 do a thing
in Israel,” said the angry God to Samuel ; ““and whosoever
shall hear it, both his ears shall tingle. In that day I will
raise up against Ieli all the things I have spoken concerning his
house ; T will begin and T will make an end. For T have fore-
told unto him, that I will judge his house forever, for iniquity.”?
Nay, some of the holy Fathers, and amongst them St. John
Chrysostom, are of the opinion that ITeli and his sons are lost
forever. Why did God judge them so severely 2 e tells uns
Himself : ¢ Therefore have I sworn to the house of ITeli, that
the iniquity of his house shall not be expiated with victims nor
offerings forever.”* Terrible words ! And woe to King David,
inasmuch as he did not punish the crime of Amnon. nor chastise
Absalom forthe murder of his brother. If he had done his duty,
he need not have suffered so much, nor shed so many bitter tears
afterwards | Still greater woe to those careloss parents, who al-
low too much liberty to their children, and do not punish them
when they deserve it ; and yet refuse to repent of their negli-
gence, because their foolish love blinds them, and they do not
consider that negligence sinful !

In conclusion, I tarn to you, children. You will heneeforth
have no very good opinion of me. You will say that I have taken
your part very badly to-day, for I know well that you do not like
to hear anything of beatings and punishment. The rod is an ugly
thing that you would rather sce in the fire, than in the hands of
your parents.  Yet, you may believe me when T say that there
could be nothing better for you than the subject of to-day’s ser-
mon, and you will one day thank me for having spoken to your
parents, apparently against, but really for your advantage. If
yoar father and mother are too indulgent to you, so that you are
thus led into evil ways, you will one day (and let this be a con-
clusion for parents, too,) be the first to utter complaints against
them, and your complaints will be eternal. Such was the com-
plaint of St. Augustine against his father : < The thorns of lust,”
he says, ““were growing over my head, and there was no one to

! Fece ego facio verbum in Israel, quod quicnnque audierit, tinnient ambse aures ejus

In die illa suscitabo adversum Heli omnia, quee locutus sum super domum ejus, incipiam
et cm.nplebu. Preedixi enim ei, quod judicaturus essem domum ejns in sternum propter
iniguitatem.—I. Kings iii. 11, 12, 13,

2 Ideirco juravi domui Heii, quod non expietur Iniquitas domns ejus vietimis et muner-
tbus usque ir wternun.— Ibid. 14,
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1

pull them up.”' In the same way. too, the malefactor con-
demned to the gallows, of whom Gerson writes, was wroth with his
parents. Ile asked to speak to his father before suffering the last
penalty, and when the latter came up to him, he leaned forward
under the pretence of embracing him, and bit off his nose,
saying at the same time, in a loud voice: “If you had chas-
tised me better when I was yvoung, I should not be here, now.”
And what will yousay, children, if through want of chastisement,
you grow up wicked, and lose your souls? That yon may not then
have to complain fruitlessly, do not complain now ; but be glad
and thank your parents when they chastise you, in a parental
manner, for the faults you commit. Kiss the rod as a token of
snbmission and gratitude to your parents for the great benelit
they have thereby conferred on you, so that you may rejoice with
them in Heaven for all eternity. Amen.

Another Introduction for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost :

Text.

Lt factum est, dum irent, mundati sunt.—Luke xvii, 14.

< And it came to pass, as they went, they were made clean.”

What the lepers said to Jesus Christ : ¢ Jesns, Master, have
mercy on us,” * might be said to their parents by many chil-
dren, who are suffering from spiritnal leprosy, through want of
proper training, if they only understeod their condition, and
loved their souls. Father, mother, have mercy on ns! Teach ns
how to fear and love God. Father, mother. have merey on us!
Be watchful over our actions, so that we may not be lost.  These
two conditions, as we have seen, my dear brethren, are necessary
to a Christian training, namely, to speak right, =0 as to teach the
children what is good, and to see right, so as to keep a watch-
ful eye upon their actions. Now, the Gospel of to-day saysof the
lepers : ““ And it came to pass, as they went, they were made
clean.”® Where were they going ? To the priests, as Christ had
eommanded them. Fhe priests of the Old Law used to lay their
hands on lepers, and pronounce them free from leprosy. See,
Christian parents, what is still required for the proper training
of your children, if they are to be cleansed from sins and faults,
or to bz preserved from them—continues as before.

1 Ascendebant vepres libidiiiis super caput meum. .. et non erat manus eradicans, ete.
2 Jesu, preecentor. wiserere nostri, —Luke xvii. 13.
3 Et factum est, dain {reat. mundati sunt.
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FORTY-FOURTH SERMOXN.
ON THE PATERNAL CHASTISEMENT OF CHILDREN.
Subject.

This chastisement must be inflicted: Ist. With a good intention
for a proper end.  2d. With diseretion and parental love.—
Preached on the twentieth Sunday ajler Pentecost.

Text.

Domine, descende prius quam moriatur filius meus.—John iy. 49,
““ Lord, come down before that my son die.”

Introduction.

That father was careful of his son’s life ! After having tried
every means in vain, he at length ventured to ask Jesus Christ
to heal his son by a miracle.  Our Lord did not at once answer
the father’s petition, but commenced to speak of other matters,
namely, of the people’s want of faith : +- Unless you see signs and
wonders, you helieve not.”'  But the father, uneasy about his
son, interrupted our Lord at once, and sajd : Lord, come down
before that my son die.” As it he meant : this is not the time
for talk, but for action : Quick Lord ; help my son, or he will
die! “ Come down.”* So much concerned, my dear brethren,
was this father for the temporal life of his son, Perhaps if the
latter had been in danger of eternal death. his father wonld not
have been so uneasy.  Oh, how many parentsthere are in our days
who trouble themsel veg verylittle about that danger!  If their chil-
dren are suffering from bodily illness, and are in danger of death,
how the parents Weep and lament! Every means is tricd to save the
beloved child's Tife, anq to restore it to Lealth; but if the soul is
sick and dead through sin, hardly any one is concerned about it ;
althongh that spiritnal illness and death are manifest enongh, so
that there can be no douly in the case. there is no one to lend a
helping hand. T have shown on Jast Sunday, that to train chil-
dren properly and to keep them from sin, or to make them re-
pent of sin committed, ang consequently to preserve the life of

1 Nisi signa ot procligia vidoritis, non creditis.—John iv. 48,
¥ Dascende,
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their souls, their faults and feelings must be chastised and pun-
ished; and at the same time, I complained of the great negligence
of so many parents, who, through foolish love, and the fear of
causing their children pain, give way to them in everything, like
the apes that are so fond of their young that they press them to
death with their embraces. There is still another point to be
observed in cennection with this duty. and that is, how chastise-
ment is to be intlicted so that the children may be made better
thereby, and be brought to oternal life. Many parents puunish
their children, when the latter commit a fault, but they do not
do it properly, and therefore do more harm than good to the
souls of their children. ITow that chastisement must be inflict-
ed I will tell youin this instruction.

Plan of Discourse.

This chastisement must be inflicted with a good intention for the
proper end. The first part. With moderation and parental love.
The second part.

Neither of these two is observed by every one. That both may
henceforth be observed by all, we ask of God through the inter-
cession of the Blessed Virgin and the holy angels guardian.

«Do all to the glory of God,”"' is the exhortation the
Apostle St. Paul gives us. All, he says, without exception.
“ Whether you eat or drink,” or wake or sleep, or labor or rest,
are sorrowful or cheerful, or ¢ whatsoever else you do,” great ov
small, “do all to the glory of God.”? So that in all those
things, and by all our thoughts, words, and deeds, we can merit
Heaven, if we only do them with a good intention for a supernat-
ural end. What a happiness for us, oh, God of goodness, that
we can so easily, and even by means of works that appear most
despicable, gain eternal joys and increase them the whole day
long ! And how deplorable the condition of most men in the
world, even of those who otherwise lead good lives, since they
hardly ever think of this good intention during the day, and
thus lose countless eternities of heavenly joys, so to speak, in a
single week, which they will never have another chance of re-
gaining ! But T must not waste my time in such lamentations
now.

! Omnia in gloriam Def facite.
2 Sive manducatis, sive bibitis, sive aliud quid facitis, omnia in gloriam Dei facite.—I. Cor.

x. 31,
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Everything must be done for the honor and glory of God.
Christian parents, and consequently and especially the chastise-
ment and correction of your children, when it is necessary, must
be directed to the glory of God as to its proper end.  You must
have no intention, when inflicting it, but to amend vour chil-
dren’s way of life, keep them from sin, and lead them on to
good, even by violent means. Oh, if this were the only thing
that sets in motion the reproving tongue, or chastising hand of u
father or mother, there would not be so many great faunlts com-
mitted by parents in this particular, to the great detriment of
their children !

That end is altogether disregarded, first by those parents who
inflict punishment according to the humor they are in. If they
are in a bad humor, if they are anmoyed and put out about some-
thing, oh, then the children had better keep out of their way, for
if the least thing goes wrong, they beat them unmercifully, and do
not always distingnish between the innocent and the guitty. If
they ure in a good humor, they are ready to overlook any number
of fanlts and short-comings, although they may be committed
before their very eyes. That is not the way to infliet punish-
ment for the glory of God, becanse God has commanded it, and
the salvation of the children requires it. It is inflicting punish-
ment becanse the father or mother is out of temper.  What good
will that do the children, and how can they help it, if their par-
ents are in an ill-humor > Why, then, should they be made to
pay for that ill-humor hy blows ?

Those parents also fail in this point, who use the rod only when
the children are guilty of a fanlt that vexes the father or mother,
while they allow serious fanlts to remain unpunished because
they are not angry, nor displeased, nor hurt by them. TFor in-
stanee, a wilful child breaks a glass thrdugh love of mischief, the
father or mother Immediately beats the child severely.  And
quite deservedly, too. But on another occasion the same child
curses, or swears, or uses indeeent language, by which God alone
is offended.  That i another thing altogether ; it is passed over
unnoticed, or at most a half threat js uttered to deter the child
from such expressions. So {hat the punishment was not inflicted
for the proper end in the first case, nor hecause God was angry
at the fault committed. hut solely because the parents were vexed
at the loss they sustained.

Thirdly, those parents do not punish as they ought, who beat
their children in anger, when the latter deserve it, but immed-




The Paternal Chastisement of Children. 73

ately afterwards commence to caress and talk kindly to them,
to show that they arve sorry and wish to be forgiven. That
is clear proof that neither the amendment of the fault, nor the
glory of God, was the reason why they inflicted the punishment,
but simply a desire of giving vent to their anger. Such chastise-
ment is neither parental, nor salutary; it should be earnest
and scrious, so that the children may learn by experience that
every fault they commit will be punished, and may see by the
continued displeasure of their parents how great the wroung is
that they have committed.

Fourthly, there are parents who make a difference betwecn
their ehildren when punishing them, and who thereby commi:
grievous error. For instanee, there are in the same family fwo
boys and two girls. One son and one daughter are never looked
upon as guilty by their parents, while the other two are never
able to please them ; so that whatever happens, the first two are
never wrong, and the others never right. Every venial sin of the
latter is magnitied into a mortat sin, while if the former commit
a fault that ought to be punished, the father and mother only
laugh, and are amused at it. DBut if the latter are guilty of the
same fault, their parents have only sour looks, and eross words,
and even blows for them. Why is that 7 What is the cause of
this different treatment® The fault is the same in both cases,
and deserves the same punishment, in order to be corrected.
Yes, that is true, but the one son and daunghter are their parents’
favorites, or their grandmother’s pets (as if the others were not
their children also!). They must not be beaten, nor spoken
erossly to ; that would cause too much sorrow to the father, or
mother, or grandmother! The others, who are sometimes more
beloved by God, ‘have not yet found favor” ' with their parents,
either becanse they are not so beautiful and elever as the former,
or because they are a little stupid and backward, or suffer from
some other natural defeet, for which they are not to be blamed, as
it is inborn in them; therefore, they get all the beatings and cannot
stir in the house, while the favorites may do as they please.
What an injustice, what a wrong, oh, parents! Is that the way to
punish children with a good intention, for the glory of God, and
for their last end, and to correct their faults? TFor the blind love
for some causes their faults to be overlooked, while the same
faults in the others are punished.

And what think you of this? You do not perhaps imagine
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mediately
after pun-
ishing them.

Who make
a differ-
ence be-
tween their
children.
when pun-
ishiing them

Hence
comes great
misery.



74 The Paternal Chastisement of Children.

that a great deal of misery will be the result of treating children
go differently. In the first place, the punishment that you in-
flict on the child whom you care less for, can do it little good,
and will only serve to embitter and render it desperate. For it
is quite able to see that the punishment does not come from
parental affection and love, but from hatred and dislike. In the
second place, a necessary consequence of this favoritism is envy,
discord, and enmity between brothers and sisters, which sinks
decp into the tender minds of children, and remains with them
their whole lifetime. The Sacred Seripture says of the Patriarch
Jacob: *“ Now Isracl loved Joseph above all his sons.”’ And
what was the consequence? Nothing but bitterness, envy, and
vindictiveness amongst the brothers of Joseph, which they made
him feel. * They could not speak peaceably to him.”* They
wished to kill him: < Behold the dreamer cometh; come, let us
kill him.”® "They cast him into a deep pit, to let him die of hun-
ger, but when the Ishmaelite merchants passed by, they sold him
as a slave into a distant land, and caused his father great sorrow.
St. Ambrose, commenting on this passage, reproves Jacob, and
gives a salutary warning to all parents: Jacob loved Joseph most,
he says, and he had cause enough for this preference, because
Joseph was more worthy of love, and more apt to win over his
father’s heart, than his brethren. e was wiser and more clever,
more obedient to his father, and more pious and devout towards
God, than the others, and besides that, Jacob, like all old people,
was most inelined to love the son of his old age. DBut he was
wrong in showing that outwardly, for he should not have given
cause for discord and envy amongst his ehildren: “Trom this
example all parents should learn,”* continues St. Ambrose, that
although one child is move beantiful or clever, or better man-
nered than another, although he knows better how to please and
flatter his father or mother, and therefore the latter are naturally
more inelined to love him, yet they must not give the least out-
ward sign of this inclination. The same faults must be punished
in the same manner, without any distinetion; all the children
must be treated with the same affection and the same severity, if
their good or ill-conduct is alike, nor is there any other way of
making punishment brofitable to them.

* Israel autem diligebat Joseph super omnes filios Suos.—Gen. xxxvii. 8,
* Nee poterant ei quidquam pacifice logni.—Ibid. 4.

? Ecce somniator venit; venite oreidamns eum.—Ibid. 19, 20,

* Hoc exemplo docentur pareites,
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" Finally, they do not punish their children with a proper mo-
tive, who in placeof chastisement, or while administering it, give
way to cursing, swearing, or abusive language against their
children. Is that a Christian, or a parental way of punishing a
child? Can that be for the glory of God, since God is offended
and Iis commandment is broken in the very act? Can there be
any assistance to amendment, to avoid sin, or to practise virtue,
in a chastisement which teaches children wickedness, and in-
duces them to follow their parents” bad example? so that they, too,
curse and swear, and often (since the cursing of parents has a
powerful influence on the children, as I shall show hereafter
more fully, and as experience proves) are given up to the devil,
and to all sorts of misfortunes, God so permitting it. Is that
chastisement salutary, and apt to make children meore obedient
and respectful to their parents, and more ready to follow their
advice in future, by which children lose all respect and esteem
for their parents, and have not only a bad opinion of them, but
even hate and detest them on account of their horrible habit of
cursing?  Of such parents we may say with truth what the im-
pious Jews falsely said of Christ through hatred and envy: ** By
the prince of devils, Ile casteth out devils.” ' They, too, wish to
cast out devils from their children by invoking the prince of
darkness. Noj; all such chastisements are not administered for
a good end, and therefore they cannot help either the parents to
merit, or the children to amend. But in addition to the proper
end it must have, chastisement must also be inflicted with dis-
cretion and parental love, if it is to do any good, as we shall sce
in the

Second Part.

If ever a professional man is obliged to mse great discretion
and reflection in the actual exercise of his art, certainly it is a doc-
tor who preseribes and administers medicines. For, in the first
place, they who preseribe a great deal of medicines, and are always
trying on something new with the sick person, are not the best
doctors ; but rather they who are able to cure the disease by a few
simple and effective remedies: for too much medicine, although it
may overcome the sickness, ruins the stomach, and occasions
aloss of strength, so that the sick person requires a long time
to recover after having taken it. In the second place, if a doctor

! In principe deemoniorum ejicit deemonia.—Luke xi. 15.
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gave the same medicine to all his patients, althongh they may be
suffering from the same fever, and the medicine may be good
against that fever, he would act very imprudently and indiscreet-
ly. Because, though the patients have all the same disease, yet
some have it worse than others, and besides, the constitutions of
people differ very much, some being naturally stronger than
others. Thus the same medicine given in like quantity, would
be too weak for some people and too strong for others, and there-
fore it would not help. but rather injure them. Ience an ex-
perienced doctor endeavors, fivst of all, to find out the constitution
of his patient, and then preseribes according to that. In the
third place, painful remedies, such as burning, cutting, amputat-
ing, and the like, are seldom used, and only when all other means
have proved ineffectnal. Even at the commencement of the mal-
ady, when itisnotsnfficiently developed, clever doctors use only do-
mestic medicines, as they ave called, and they are often better than
others. It is only when such medicines fail to produce an effect
that they send to the apothecary. Besides all this, the proper
time must be observed at which toadminister the medicine. If
the fever is at its height, the medicine will produce no effect, it
should not be given until the paroxysm is passed. Cornelius
Celsus says, writing of the cure of diseases: ¢ It would kill a siek
person to bleed him in the height of the fever; that must not be
done until the fever has somewhat abated.”?

See there, Christian parents, an example of the discretion you
must use in chastising your children ! The faults that your sons
and daughters commit are the maladies of their souls, which if
not cured in time will cause them eternal death. You are the
physicians of their souls, God has intrusted you with that offiee,
and the medicine you have to administer is parental correction
and chastisement. )

And, in the first place, just as too much medicine often does
more harm than good, so those parents do not ecorrect their
children properly who always cuff or beat them, or pull their ears
for the least fault, and who never overlook anything, but punish
the slightest mistakes even more severely than they do serious
ones.  The children are not improved by that ; on the contrary,
they become dulled and ecallous, so that they do not feel the
punishment ; like an old horse that is so accustomed to bit and
spur, that neither has any cffect on him in the end. The cele-
brated horse, Bucephalus, as Curtius writes, after having been

! Inipso Impetu febris sanguinem emittere, hominem jugulare est; exspectanda remissio.
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severely beaten, became so unmanageable that no one could ride
him. Alexander the Great was grieved to see such a fine animal
spoiled, and seizing him by the bridle, he commenced to pat and
carcss him, and speak to him in a friendly tone. IIe thereby
tamed the horse so completely that the formerly ungovernable
animal would kneel down to allow his rider to mount him. In
the same way the correction of children does not always consist
in beating and striking them, especially when such punishment
is inflicted too frequently.  Parental chastisement is a medicine
that must be given at a suitable time, and it must not be used as
daily food. Sometimes, especially when a fault is committed for
the first time, a cross look, at other times a serious threat, has
more effect than any amount of Dbeating, in making children
amend their shorteomings.

Again, just as a skilful and prudent doetor studies the con-
stitution of his patients. so also parents must always take into
account the characters of the children whom they are about to
punish.  When they arc still very young, and have not come to
the full use of reason. they require far different treatment from
that which would suit them when they are more advanced in
vears. Little children must be governed by fear, and therefore, if
they doanything wrong. they must be made to feel the rod. But
with grown-up children this means is not always salutary. Some
are naturally retiring, bashful, and modest, and if they were
beaten only once, they would lose their bashfulness altogether.
Others are vain-glorious and boastful, and for them there can
be no better punishment than to humiliate them by langhing at,
or ridiculing them in presence of their brothers and sisters. Pru-
dént parents will find opportunities enough of doing this. Others
know how to flatter and fawn on their parents, so as to gain
their favor. For these the hardest punishment would be to remain
unnoticed by their parents for a time, when they commit a fanlt,
not to be spoken to, to be looked at sternly, or to be treated with
indifference. Others, again, feel most severely being deprived of
some food or drink that they are very fond of, or being left out
when presents are given to other children. These and similar
punishments may be used by prudent parents, according to the
different characters of their children, and always with reference to
the eternal salvation of the latter. With grown-up children,
generally speaking, the rod should be the last resource, just as
burning and cutting are the last resources with sick people, and
should not be used until all other means have failed. But when
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it is unsed, it should be done in earnest, so that a second applica-
tion may not be. necessary.

Yet it must always be done with due regard for parental affec-
tion. Ience, those stern fathers are wrong who make their poor
children tremble and fly before them, as if they had seen a wild
beast. Of such parents the Wise Man says: ““ Be not as a lion in
thy house, terrifying them of thy household.”* No; children
should have a childlike, and not a servile fear of their parents.
They must be corrected and punished, certainly, but in the same
way in which the heavenly Father corrects 1lis elect children:
He sends them many trials and crosses during their lives, but only
because He loves them, and becausc ITe wishes them thereby to
atone for their past sins, to be freed from vicious inclinations, or
to be strengthened in virtue, and thusto acquire greater merit for
themselves and greater glory in Ileaven.  With the same parental
affection should the rod be used on children, with the sole purpose
of punishing their faults and vices. St. Angustine says: “Ile
who says sinful man, speaks of two different things; punish him.
therefore, because he is sinful, but have mercy on him because he
is aman.”?

Therefore it is advisable for parents never to punish their chil-
dren immediately after a fault, and while they still feel angry.
They shonld wait till their anger is over, although they might
then be obliged to defer the punishment for a whole week, pro-
vided, that is to say, that the child has been admonished of his
fault.  For instance, yon might say to him : You see now what
you have done; you must not expect to get off without punish-
ment. And believe me that snch a mode of chastisement is best for
the children, and makes far more impression on them, than if they
were punished at once after a fault, for while they are waiting,
they are apt to be far more careful, and more afraid of giving
their parents displeasure, since the punishment is still hanging over
their heads. T know myself from experience that school teachers
have tried this plan and have found it so successful that after
having kept the children in expectation of punishment fora fort-
night after the fault was committed, they could afford to let them
ofl altogether, because the latter were in such a state of suspense
that they suffered more during that time than if they had actually
been punished, and that they would have been quite pleased to
have received due chastisement at once, so as to have it over. But

! Noli esse sicut leo in domo tna evertens domesticos tuos.—Ecel. 1v. 35,
2 Duo nomina sunt: homo peceator. . . . . quia homo est miserere.
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many parents say : I cannot punish my child unless I am angry.
More is the pity ; for that is a sure sign that punishment is in-
flicted in anger, and not with parental affection. You must
overcome yourself, although the tears are forced from you while
correcting vour child ; the punishment will then be all the more
efficacious, because it will be in accordance with the command
of St. Paul : ** Bring up your children in the discipline and cor-
rection of the Lord.”' Mark the words, ““in the correction of
the Lord,” according to what the Prophet Habacuc says: ** When
thou art angry, thou wilt remember merey.”* Chastisement of
this kind convinces children that their parents really love them.
and punish them only for their good.

And to you, Christian children, I must again speak, in conclu-
sion. You must not think that the rod isaninstrument of hatred
and vengeance ; it is rather one of love, and is used to eorrect
vour fanlts or to prevent them, so that your parents may thus lead
you to Heaven. If the young plants in a garden had sense and
reason, they would not complain when the gardener comes with
a knife to cut off their superfluous branches. On the contrary,
they would say: Cut away everything that is useless and injurions
to us, although yon have to hurt and wound us thereby ; for
we wish to be properly trimmed, so that we may adorn the garden
and produce better {ruit. Such should also be vour sentiment,
Christian children, when vour father or mother takes the rod to
punish you. You should think : I have deserved it : it is good
and useful for me to be thus corrected and purged of my evil
habits. And therefore, according to the enstom in Christian fam-
ilies, you should, as I have said before, kiss the rod in {oken
of thankfulness, after having received your punishment. What
you cannot or will not understand now, you will see eclearly
enough later on, and will say with grateful hearts: Oh, what a
good father and mother I have had : they did not allow me to do
wrong when [ was young, and punished all my faults! Oh, prec-
ious rod, you will exclaim, which has preserved me from sin, and
brought me to repentance !  What better would I be now, if my
parents had always flattered and caressed me, so that | shounld
hereafter be obliged to do eternal penance for my sins in hell ?
[must now ery out with David : Oh, Lord, ** Thy rod and Thy
staff,” which Thou hast placed in my parents’ hands, * they have
comforted me.”* Precious rod, thou art the key that openest

! Educate filos vestros in diseiplina et correptione Domini. —Ephes. vi. 4.
2 Cum iratus fueris. misericordize recordaberis. —Habae. iil. 2.
3 Virga tua et baculus tuns, ipsa me consolata sunt.—Ps. xxii. 4.
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the gate of Heaven to me ! Blessed be the hand of my father, of
my mother, which, next to God, I have tothank foreternal happi-
m;és ! With these sentiments, with this gratitude and desire of
amendment, you, oh, children, must always submit to parental
chustisement, and you, oh, parents, must always administer it with
a good intentlon, out of sincere love, so that you may all be num-
bered, by your heavenly Father, amongst His elect children.
Amen.

FORTY-FIFTH SERMON.

ON THE GOOD EXAMPLE THAT PARENTS SHOULD GIVE THEIR
CHILDREN,

Subject.

The best and most necessary means to bring up children in a
Christian manner, and to lead them to Heaven, is the pious life
and good example of their parents.—Preached on the twenty-first
Sunday afier Pentecost.

Text.

Jussit ewm dominns ejus venundari, et wrorem ejus, el filios,
et omnia quw habebat, el reddy.—Matth. xviii. 25.

¢ 11is lord commanded that he should be sold, and his wife and
children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.”

Introduction.

But how could the poor childven prevent their father from
wasting his master's property, and not being able to pay his debts ?
Why, then, were they to be sold as slaves. and to atone so severely
for the fault of another ¥  Because the master probably thought
that the children must be like their parents, and therefore would
be just as extravagant with his money. Hence, he sentences them
without mervey, and orders the iaan, and his wife and children,
to be sold, that the debt may be paid.  Christian parents, what
will be the sentence of the heavenly Judge, when yon shall one
day appear bofore Him. to give an account of the property Ie
rrnsted oo vonr caive—I mean the souls of vonr children, which




Good Example Parents should Give Children. 81

He will demand, as a precious treasure, at your hands ? Oh, woe
to you, if by negligence in bringing up your children, you have
squandered this treasure! Where will you find the means of pay-
ing your debt, and making good the loss of those souls ?  And
what will be your fate? You have no other sentence to expect, but
that which was passed on the servant in to-day’s Gospel. You and
your children will be condemned to eternal slavery; you, because
you were the cause of your children’s ruin; they, because they
led bad lives, on account of the bad training they got from their
parents, and after the example of the latter, incurred the debt of
sin. Therefore, parents, I warn you again, to bring up your
children well, and take care of their souls, that they may go to
Heaven ; as I have told you already several times. The means
that you must use to that end are salutary instruction in good,
constant watchfulness over all the actions of your children, and
parental correction of their faults. 1 repeat it so often, that it
may sink all the deeper into your minds, since the salvation
of so many souls depends on it. We have still one point, and
that the principal one, to consider, namely, the necessity of the
parents living piously and giving good example to their children.
This is the matter of to-day’s instruction.

Plan of Discourse.

The best and most necessary means to bring up children in a
Cloristian manner, and to lead them to Heaven, is the pious life
and gocd example of their parents.

Christ Jesus. who hast taught Thy Apostles and many others to
imitate "Thee, give Thy grace to all parents, that they may hence-
forth give a good example to their children; and to the children,
that they may imitate their parents. This we all beg of Thee,
through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the holy
angels guardian, so that no family may hear the terrible sentence:
““His Lord commanded that he should be sold,” ete. *

According as the glass of a mirror is ground or colored, so does
it reflect in different ways the image of him who looks at it. If
the glass is green, the image is green; if it is red, so is the im-
age ; and if it is clear and spotless, it will represent the image
faithfully. Some mirrors make little things appear great, others
apparently diminish great objects. Some make everything seem
distorted, others beautify things that are really ugly. The best are

! Jussit eum Dominus ejus venundari, ete.
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those which truly reflect the spots and deformities on the face, so
that they may be removed.

Again, it is peculiar to monkeys to imitate whatever they see an-
other doing, so that one must be very careful in the presence of
such dangerous animals. /Elianus writes of a monkey that, ac-
cording to a common custom, was allowed to go about the house
at will. It one day saw how the mistress of the house undressed
her little baby, bathed it in tepid water, and then wiped it dry
again. Some time after, when the mother was away, aund no one
else was present, the monkey took the child out of the cradle,
undressed it, and brought it into the kitchen, where there was a
vessel full of boiling water, on the fire. Ie dipped the child into
the water, and took it out again, as he had seen its mother do.
Ile repeated the operation until the child was actually boiled to
death, and in that state it was found by its mother. See what
a great misfortune oceurred, because the mother was so incautious
as to allow the monkey to look on, while she was bathing her child,
although she committed no erime, nor injustice thereby.

Christian parents, what is your life, your example, with regard
to your children? Tt isa mirror that they look at daily, since
they are always with you, and to it they conform their lives and
actions.  Yet there is this great difference: The mirror does not
work any real change in the person who looks at it. The distor-
tion, the red or green color, exists only in the glass; he wholooks
at it, remains as he was.  And again, if the mirror is without
fault, it reflects truly the faults or perfections of a person. The
contrary is the case with the lives of parents. Asa general rule,
children who take notice of them, act well or ill, according to the
example given them by the ordinary actions of their father and
mother. ¢ They become what they sce,”* may with truth be af-
firmed of them, as the holy Fathers say of the angels and Saints
in Heaven: The Seraphim see in Godl pure love, and therefore they.
too, become burning with love. The Cherubim see clearest of al}
the knowledge and wisdom of God, and therefore they are all
light and knowledge. Of all men who will have the happiness of
enjoying God in Heaven, St. John the Evangelist says plainly
enough: “Dearly beloved, we are now the sons of God, and it hath
not yet appeared what we shall be. We know that when He shall
appear, we shall be like to ITim; becanse we shall see Him as He
1s.”* In the same way, almost, children will generally be what

! Fiunt quod vident.
2 i q "
Charissimi, nunc filii Dei sumus, et nondum apparult, quideri vus, Seimne quoniam cum
apparuerit. similes ei erimus ; quoniam videbitmus et sienii est.—1. John iif. 2.
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they see in their parents. If they see in them vanity, pride, avar-
ice, impurity, vindictiveness, laziness, and sloth in the service of
God, < they shall become what they see.”' If they see in them
Christian humility, modesty, meekness, chastity, the fear and
love of God, zeal and picty, and a love of all virtue, ¢ they shall
become what they sec.”  They will have the same inclinations
and desires that they see reflected in those mirrors. The holy
Bishop Salvianus las reason to say, in speaking of children: ¢ Be-
fore they get possession of their parents’ property, they have their
parents themselves in their habits and manners.”* They do not
yet enjoy the wealth of their father and mother, but they have
their piety or wickedness.

St. Paul says, writing to the Romans: ““ For if the first fruit be
holy, so is the lump also ; and if the root be holy, so are the
branches.”® Of which Theodorus says : ““ As the lump must be
like the first fruit, and the branches like the root, so must chil-
dren be like their parents.” * Ience, just as bad yeast spoils the
bread that is made with it, and as a rotten root infects the branch
that grows from it, so it would be an unusual thing if wicked
parents had not wicked children.

We read in the First Book of Kings that Saul was once amongst
the prophets. ‘< And all that had known him yesterday, and the
day before, seeing that he was with the prophets and prophesied,
said to each other : What is this that hath happened to the son
of Cis? And one answered another saying: And who is his
father ?77° As if they meant : We have never heard that his
father could prophecy ; how, then, can the son have such favor
with God, that he is amongst the prophets ? The same Saul,
when he saw the youthful David fighting insingle combat against
the gigantic Philistine, and conquering him with a sling, could
not but express his admiration at such great valor, and asked
Abner, the captain of the army : *< Of what family is this young
man descended ?” And again : ** Inquire thou whose son this
young manis.” And at last Saul himself asked David:  Young
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man, of what family art thou * My dear brethren, why was

1 Fiunt quod vident.

? Priusquam in domino suo habere incipiant res paternas, habent in animis ipsos patres.

3 Quod si delibatio sancta est, et massa: et si radix sancta, et rami, —Rom. xi. 16.

4 Necesse est, fermento massam et radici ramos assimilari; sic parentibus fillos.

5 Videntes autem omnes, qui noverant eum heri et nudiustertius, quod esset eum prophetis,
et prophetaret, dixerunt ad invicem: Quéenam res accidit filio Cis? Responditque allus ad
alterum dicens: et quis pater ejus ?—I. Kings x. 11, 12.

¢ De qua stirpe descendit hic adolescens ? . . . . Interroga tu, cujus filius sit iste puer?. ...
De qua progenie es, o adolescens ?—Ibid. xvii, b5, 56, 58.
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Saul so anxious to know who was David’s father ? He had often
seen him before, and had had him with himself. Because, as a
learned writer says, he was fully persnaded that such heroic
courage did not come {from nature, but from the bravery of the
young man’s parents. For a close resemblance is, generally
speaking, to be fonnd between the eonduct of parents and that
of their ehildren.

Christian parents, what are your children like, especially when
they are still young, and are living nnder your authority? They are
like monkeys that imitate everything they see; like parrots, that
repeat whatever they hear; like little birds, that sing whatever tune
they are tanght. Such is yvour daily experience with your own
Iittiu daughters, who dress their dolls, and carry them about, and
put them to sleep in the cradle; with your own little sons, who ride
on a stick, ete. The former learn from their own mothers, or
from the nurse, the latter from their fathers. Listen, now, to a
far more terrible imitation than the one I told you already about
the monkey.

The same /Elianus tells ns that Macareus, a faithless and
wicked man, prompted by avarice, cut the throat of a traveller
while the latter was asleep, in order to get possession of his money,
and this ecrime he committed in presence of his two sons, bnt
without any scruple or anxiety on that account ; for he thought
to himself : They are too young and innocent, they do not under-
stand what I &m doing. But he was very much mistaken. A
short time afterwards these two innocent little brothers were
playing together.  Come, said one to the other, let us do what
father did lately to the strange man, when he rubbed the knife
on his throat ; yon will be the man, said the elder, and T will
be father. They both agreed, thinking there was nothing
wrong. The younger child laid himself down on the bed, and in
his childish way, pretended to be asleep ; the other took up the
very same knife that his father had used to commit the crime,
and struck it with such force, although he knew not what he was
doing, into his brother’s neck, that the latter was killed on the
spot.  The mother, hearing the eries of her surviving son, as he
saw his brother Iying dead, came into the room, and in her frenzy,
killed him too. The father, hearing of what had happened, killed
his wife, and was himself caught by the authorities and executed.
Christian parents, what do you think of this tragedy > You, I
mean, in particular, who are not afraid nor ashamed to do and say
in presence of your children things that they shonld never hear nor
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see, and those things you do and say under the empty excuse that
the children are stiil too young and innocent to understand them.
Take a sensible view of the case. If the example of their father
induced those children to do a thing that could give them no
pleasure, and thus to commit a murder, which is apt to terrify
and shock every one, how great must not the influence of the
parents’ example then be, in things that are pleasing and flatter-
ing to our corrupt nature, so that we are already inclined to them
of our own accord, and drawn to them violently by a natural im-
pulse ?

The proverb says, very truly, that the example of others, and
what we see them do, impels us' with a gentle violence to imi-
tate them, and that is the case in evil much more than in good
things. Now, if it is true that we easily imitate what we see in
others, even though they are strangers to us, how much more
powerful will not the example of parents be with their own
children, since God has given them such great anthority and in-
fluence over the minds of the latter, that there is nothing like it
in the world? < Father and mother,” says the wise Philo, ‘“are
visible deities in the eyes of their children, who generally im-
agine that there can be no one better, or more excellent, than
their parents. They sometimes hear of kings and rulers, but
do not think as much of their authority as they do of that of
their father and mother, because they do not see the former,
while they have the latter constantly before their cyes. This
respect and reverence, coupled with the ignorance of child-
hood, which makes it so difficult at first to distinguish between
good and evil, make it impossible for children to find fault
with, or condemn anything their parents do. They think that
their father and mother cannot do wrong, and they look upon
their very vices as virtues deserving of praise, so that they 1m-
agine the best thing they can do is to imitate something they
have seen in their parents. St. Augustine tells us of a certain
heathen who, seeing a picture representing the amours of the
god Jupiter, exclaimed: ¢ Has the great Jupiter done such
things, and must I abstain from them, I who am only a miser-
able mortal? ”>* So do boys and girls think in their childbood:
My father, who is a learned and clever man, speaks, acts, and
lives in such a manner. My mother, who is so experienced, acts
thus; how can I, who am but a child, hope to do better? In a
word, children are naturally so apt to imitate their parents,

1 Exempla trahunt. ? Ego homunico non hoc faciam ?
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that Christ our Lord made use of no other proof to convince the
wicked Jews that they were not real children of Abraham, than
to reproach them for not doing the works of Abraham: < If
vou be the children of Abraham,” Ile said, ““do the works of
Abrabam! " And since they did the works of the devil, He calls
them children of the devil: ¢ You are of your father, the devil.”*
Learn from this. Christian parents, what a powerful influence
your bad or good example has to corrupt your children, or to
lead them on to virtue.

No father, therefore, can be surprised if his sons are given to
lying and cheating, to swearing and. cursing, to drinking and
gambling, if he himself speaks and acts so as to set them an ex-
ample of these vices. No mother should be astonished if her
danghters are too free in their manner, vain and frivolous,
when her own conduct is not as it should be. It is to no pur-
pose that parents often exclaim, when their children do or say
anything wrong: My goodness, where did the child learn that ?
Not from me, surely! By all means it is from you. You have
taught it, not by express words, but by your bad example. "The
child has heard or seen it before from his father. How could
he help learning it, since it was taught in such an impressive
manner, by the living example of lis parents, that he picked
it up very quickly and retains it in his memory ?  You will nev-
er’ hear a child speak French if his parents and all the servants
of the house speak another langunage.

You all know, my dear brethren, without doubt, what hap-
pened to the little boy in Tiege. The innocent child had lost
its way in the streets, and of course, as children do, commenced
to cry.  One of the eitizens, who did not know the child, was
moved with pity and wished to help him; so he went up to him
and asked him to whom he belonged. " To the devil, answered
the child.  What is your father’s name? The devil. Your
mother’s > The devil's wife. Your own? The devil’s child.
What is the name of the house in which vou live ? The devil’s
house.  The man hardly knew what to think, he was so as-
tonished. He took the weeping child by the hand, and
brought him from one street to another, until at last he came
to where the child’s parents lived. The mother was standing at
the door, and as soon as she saw her little son, she cried out:
You child of the devil, where have you been so long? Come in

! Si flif Abrahae estis, opera Abrahge facite.—John viii. 39.
2 Vos ex patre diaholo estis.—Ibid. H.
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here at once! The father, hearing the noise, came ont and said
to his wife: You devilish woman, what arc you shouting at now?
Ah, ha, thought the man, as he went away silently ; now I know
what sort of a language is spoken in that house, and I am not
surprised that the innocent child knew no other.

Oh, how many children there are nowadays in Catholic fam-
ilies who are far more apt to call upon the demon, than
npon their Father in Ileaven! IHow counld it be otherwise ?
They hear nothing else at home ; it is the language that their
father and mother speak. Oh, woe to you, parents, who thus
accustom yourselves to curse and swear! If it were no sin
even on any other account, it would be a grievous and terrible
one by the sole fact that yon give your children and servants a
very bad example, so that they learn to speak the same horrible
langnage. ITow many a son knows how to drink to excess before
he learns to read and write! And how could it be otherwise?
he is only following his father’s example. Ilow many a daugh-
ter knows more about playing cards and cheating, than about
saying her beads! IHow many a one can sit for two hours before
her looking-glass, but not one in the Chureh ; or spend her time
in frivolity with persons of the opposite sex, instead of saving her
morning and evening prayers ; or please the devil by giving scan-
dal through immodesty in dress, rather than do the will of God
by mortifying her eyes and her sensnality by Christian modesty
and self-denial ! ITow could it be otherwise ? her mother is just
the same. Iow many still innoeent children know how to speak
of impure and nnbecoming things, even before they are capable
of commiting sin, although they will afterwards commit sins
enough ! ITow can it be otherwise ? they have seen these things
and heard them from their imprudent parents.  Woe to you
again, parents, who in any way whatever give bad example to
vour children ! If it were better for him who gives scandal, even
to a stranger, to have a mill-stone tied about his neck, and to be
east into the depths of the sea, what do a father and mother de-
serve, who give scandal to their own children, and lead them in-
to sin by their bad example ?

Ah, how much reason had not St. Jerome to warn a mother
with regard to her little daughter (and all parents should take
this warning to themselves) : ¢ Your child should see nothing in
vou, nor in her father, which she would sin by imitating.”’
Parents, when in presence of your children, you shounld tremble

! Nihil in te et in patre suo videat, quod si fecerit, peccet.

Troved also
by daily
experience.

Thus par-
ents who
lead bad
lives, not
ouly sin
themselves,
but destroy



many other
souls.

Explained
by a simile,

88  Good Lxample Puarcuts should Give Children.

with fear lest you say or do anything that they could not say nor
do without sin! Never forget that when you do wrong at home,
you not only injure your own souls and offend God, but you also
bring many other souls into the same sin and to spiritual death,
by your example. The Prophet David says: ¢ You shall fall like
one of the princes.”' Mark this, Christian parents ; when you
fall into sin, you fall like one of the princes. Howso ? why like
a prince ?  Becanse if a tall tree falls, its branches and boughs
fall with it. If I hear that a general is killed in battle, I know,
without further questioning, that a number of common soldiers
have also lost theirlives. ** Like one of the princes; ” such is
your fall also, oh, parents. When von sin in presence of your
children, or so that they can know that vou have sinned, you
fall as the general and head of the housgehold, that is to say, not
alone, for you also involve in your destruction those who are
subject to you. To make those latter quarrelsome, vindictive,
proud, dishonest, unchaste, and impious, it is not necessary to
instruct them in such things, nor to urge them thereto by threats
and punishment. No; for if you are given to these vices, and
your children notice that, they will soon follow your example of
their own accord.,

An assassin once wished to kill a certain nobleman ; and how
do yon think he managed it ? By powder and ball, or dagger, or
sword, the means that are generally made use of to commit such
acrime? Not at all.  And what then did he do ? e made a
poisonous torch, and nsed it to light the nobleman home one
night. The latter, following him, breathed the poisonous smoke
from the torch ; it affected his heart and he died soon after. 1
certainly do not believe that amongst Christian parents there is
a father or mother so cruel as deliberately to attempt the spirit-
ual murder of their children, and thus to drag them down to cter-
naldeath, by giving them bad example ; yet they do so in reality,
they carry such a poisonous torch before them, that their chil-
dren, whoinhale its fumes, must die a spiritual death. And
what is still more to be deplored, not only does the bad example
of parents hurt their own children, but its bad effccts are of-
ten continued down to their children’s children, and to all their
posterity, who are thus infeeted with the contagion of bad exam-
ple. For, as your sons and daughters are, oh, parents, so will
their children alsg be, and these latter will propagate still farther
the evil influence of the bad example of their own parents ; so

1 Sicut unus de principibus cadetis. - Ps, 1xxxi. 7.
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that there will be an almost endless series of sins descending
from one gencration to another, like an inheritance.

And it is that of which an angry God complains by the Pro-
phet Osce: * But they, like Adam, have transgressed the cove-
nant,”* and violated my commands. Such, says the Glossa, is
the complaint of God against parents who lead vicious lives.
But why is the sin of parents compared to that of Adam ? DPro-
bably because they are as ungrateful as Adam by sinning against
God, who has bestowed conntless benefits on them. Such is the
reason given by St. Jerome; but there is still another. Mark the
words that God spoke: *They, like Adam, have transgressed the
covenant.” > Now, what covenant did God make with Adam ?
It consisted in this, that the consequence of Adam’s obedience
in observing the divine command, or of his disobedience in eat-
ing the forbidden fruit, shonld descend to all his children and
their posterity. So that the sin of parents is likened to his in
this, that as the latter, in virtue of the covenant made by
God, has descended on all Adam's posterity, so also the former,
by the influence of the parents’ bad example, is inherited by their
children and by their children’s children, who in their turn fol-
low the example of their father and mother.

It is in this sense we must understand the terrible threat of the
Lord in the Book of Exodus: I am the Lord thy God. mighty,
jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, up-
on the third and fourth deneration of them that hate me. ™* And
how is that ? Does the just and merciful God punish innocent
children for the sins of their forefathers? Was it their fanlt if
their parents led bad lives 7 Does not the same Lord say clearly
and plainly enough by the Prophet Ezechiel : < What is the
meaning that you use among you this parable as a proverb in
the land of Isracl, saying : the fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the teeth of the children are set on edge 2 As I live, saith
the Lord God, this parable shall be no more to you a pros erb in
Israel.  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so
also the soul of the son is mine. The soul that sinneth, the same
shall die; the son shiall not bear the iniquity of the father.”*

~

1Ipsl autem sicut Adam tran<oressi sunt pactuin. — Osee vi. 7.

28icut Adamn transgressi sunt pactum.

8 Ego sum Dominus Deus tuus, fortis, zelotes, visitans iniquitatem patrum in filios, in ter-
tiam et quartam generationem eorum, qui oderunt ine.— Exod. XX. 5,

4 Quid est quod inter vos parabolam vertitis in proverbium istud in terra Israel, dicen-
tes: patres comederiing uvam acerbam, et dentes filiorum obstupescunt?  Vivo ego, dieit
Dominus Deus sl erit nltra vobis parabola heee in proverbium in Israel. Ecce, omnes ani-
mee mege sunt. ut anima patris. ita et anima filii mea est. Anima, qua peccaverit, ipsa
morietur ; filins non portabit iniquitatem patris.—Ezech. xviil. 2, 3, 4. R0
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And again He says by St. Paul:  “ Every one shall bear his own
burden.” ' What, then, is the meaning of the words: ¢ Visit-
ing the inignity of the fathers, to the third and fourth genera-

glon™ ?* St Jerome, writing of the 18th chapter of Kzechiel,

explains these words by saving: ¢ Because the children are im-
itators of their parents, ”* and commit sin after the example of
their purents.  Besides, one of the most terrible punishments
that God inflicts upon parents who lead vicious lives, is that He
generally permits their children and children’s children to fall in-
to the same vices. Ile says expressly hy the Wise Ecclesiasticus :
““The children of sinners become children of abominations.”*
And in the Book of Wisdom: ¢ But the wicked shall be punished
according to their own devices. Their hope is vain, and their
Iubors without fruit, and their works unprofitable; their children
wicked, their offspring is cursed.” ® ‘

From all this you may see, Christian parents, how necessary it
is, if you wish to do your duty, and to bring up your children in a
Christian manner for their last end, that vou give them a good,
Christian, and holy example. Do vou wish them to be piousand
to goto Meaven? 'Then the first thing you have to do. your first
thought must be how you yourselves are to lead holy lives, and
to advance on the right path to Heaven, so as, in all your ac-
tions, to give them an example of how they ought to live. The
Apostle says: «* 1f the root be holy, o are the branches. ”* We

. . o oy .. . o
- see and experienee that in many families,'in which from one gen-
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eration to another, holy souls are found who give an example of
a good, pious, and conscientious life to their descendants.

Oh, if T could persuade all parents to lead good and Christian
lives, and to induce their children to imitate them, what a great
change there wounld he for the better, what a different appearance
the whole of Christendom would present in a very short time !
The Church, T have no doubt. would be provided with pious
priests, the religious orders with holy members, spiritual and
secular employments with worthy officials, and all households
with pious souls; nay, the whole world would become holy, and
would be an earthly paradise, in which God alone would be

! Unusquisque onus sunm portabit.—Gai. vi. 5.

2Visttans iniquitatem patrum in tertiam et quartam generationem.

$ Quia Alii patrum exlerunt ®emulatores,

* Fllil abominationum flunt filii peccatorum.—Eecl. x1i. 8. .

®Impii autem secundum qua cogitaverunt, correptionem habebant. Vacua est spes {i-
lorum, et labores sine fructu, et inutilia opera eorum : et nequissimi fllii eorum, maledicta

ereatura eorum.—Sap. iii. 10-18,
¢Si radix saneta et rami.
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sought, loved, praised, and blessed! Such was long ago the judg-
ment of the wisest Fathers of the Chureh, assembled in the Coun-
eil of Trent. After having consulted together for a long time as
to the best means of arousing tepid Christians, and removing the
abuses and evil customs that had erept in amongst them, they
finally came to the eonclusion that the best means to that end
was the amendment of the lives of parents and the proper train-
ing of ehildren.

Therefore, you fathers and mothers who are here present, con-
tinue, or if you have hitherto been wanting herein, begin, at lcast
to do your share of the work! Remember that the salvation of -0
many of your descendants depends on yonr living piously; hence,
before every other domestic care, see that you serve God justly
and faithfully, and that you encourage your children to do the
same, by your example. In that way, when you are no longer on
earth, you will leave soulsthere, after you, who will (oh, whata cou-
solation for you!) serve God, love Ilim and praise Him for you,
and their service, love, and praise will be imputed to your train-
ing and example. The Lord will rejoice even now on your ae-
count, as e formerly did on account of the Patriarch Abraham.
He says: * Can | hide from Abraham what I am about to do ?
For I know that he will eommand his children, and his house-
hold after him, to keep the way of the Lord, and do judgment
and justiee.”' What ? He will command his household after
him? How can he command when he will be no longer on earth?
Will he perhaps rise from the dead to lead his descendants on
the way of the Lord? No, says the learned Pererius; the Lord
God foresaw that the holy example, by which Abraham instrnet-
ed his children to justice, would be eontinued amongst their de-
seendants, who would follow the same example, and keep it up in
their families ; and that was the reason why God rejoiced and
praised Abraham. Christian parents, you should do the same.
If you give your ehildren an example of virtue in this life, they
will follow it, and they will follow you also into eternity, where
you will all see, love, and praise your God in the everlasting joys
of Heaven. Amen.

1 Num celare potero Abraham, quae gesturus sum. Scio enim, quod praecepturus sit fliis

suis, et domui suse post se, ut custodiant viam Domini, et faciant judicium et justitiam.
—Gen. xviii. 17, 19.
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FORTY-SIXTH SERMON.

ON THE NECESSITY OF PARENTS GIVING GOOD EXAMPLE TO
THEIR CHILDREN.

Subject.

Unless parents lead pious lives and give good example, all their
efforts to train up their children in a Christian manner, will come
to nothing.—Preached on the twenty-second Sunday after Pente-
cost.

Text.

Cujus est tmago hee?—Matth. xxii. 20.
‘“Whose image is this?”

Introduction.

From the image we may learn the appearance of a person whom
it represents. In to-day’s Gospel. Christ, in order to show the
Jews to whom they should pay tribute, asked them to bring Iim
a prece of money : ** Show Me the coin of the tribute,”* and then
He asked: © Whose image is this 272 < They say to Him:
Casar’s.””®  Therefore, unswered the Saviour, since the image
represents Ceesar, it proves clearly enongh to whom the tribute
is to be paid. ¢ Give, therefore. to Ciesar the things that are
Cesar’s.”* My dear brethren, a child is called, “the image of
his father,”® so that if 1 see a son or a daughter, and consider
their character, I have nothing more to do, in order to know
of what kind their father or mother are, than to ask:  Whose
image is this 2 Who is the father of this son ? Who is the
mother of this danghter ?  And when I hear their names, al-
though I may not be personally acquainted with them, yet I
can form a sufliciently acenrate judgment of their manner of
life, soas to kuow whether they are pious or not, according as
I have seen whether the children are good or bad. Forasa gen-
eral rule, the character of the parents is reflected in the children,
these latter being the images of the former, and generally speak-

! Ostendite mihi numisma census. —Matth. xxii. 19. % Cnjus est imago heee ?

3 Dicunt ei : Coesaris.— Ibid. 21. * Reddite ergo quee sunt Ceesaris, Ceesari. ~Ibid.
® Imago pairis.
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ing, imitating their example. Therefore, people say of the pious
son or daughter of wicked parents: Oh, that child is not atall like
its parents; and the same thing is true of a wicked child whose
father and mother are good and pious. Christian parents, you
may again conclude from this how important it is for you to
give your children a good and holy example. I have shown in
the last sermon that the pious lives and good example of the par-
ents is the best means of bringing up children well, I shall now
prove that—

Plan of Discourse.

Unless parents lead pious lives and give good example, all their
efforts to train up their children in « Christian manner will
come to nothing, or will do very little good. Such is the whole
subject.  Therefore, parents, I repeal, live piously, if you wish
to bring up pious children, and to lead them to Heaven!

Lffect this in them by Thy grace, oh, Almighty God, through
the intercession of the Mother of Thy Son, and the holy angels
cuardian.

There are many things required for a field to produce good
fruits: First, the ground must be ploughed, then it must be freed
from weeds, thistles, thorns, and stones, and unless this is
done, a crop cannot be expected. The seed must also be plant-
ed in the ground that is thus prepared to receive it. After the
sin of Adam, the earth lost its power of produeing good fruits of
itself. In the third place, the sced must be harrowed in. and
protected from birds, and thercfore scarecrows are generally
put up in the fields to keep the birds off. All these things are
necessary, but they are not yet sufficient to insure a good crop;
for it the light of the san and moon are wanting, all the former
preparations are of no avail. Thesun, with its light and heat, the
moon, with its wonderful influence, must assist the decaying seed
to shoot forth and grow. If the sun and moon were taken away,
the whole earth, no matter how much it is ploughed and sown,
would be a desert. Furthermore, the condition of the earth de-
pends on that of the sun: if the latter is cool, so is the earth; if
it is cold or hot. so also is the earth; and there you have a sketch
of my subject that you may easily understand, my dear breth-
ren.

Now, the fruits that parents, who desire to train up their
children for their last end. expeet and wish the latter to bring
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forth, are piety and good works, by which all who come to the use
of reason must gain Heaven. Such, too, is the comparison that
Jesus Christ Himself uses in the Gospel: ** Every tree that bring-
eth not forth good fruit shall be cut down and cast into the fire.™
Now, that fruits of this kind may grow in children, many differ-
ent means are required, of which we have spoken already, name-
ly, good instruction, constant vigilance, and parental correction.
Correction prepares the tender minds of children, as the plough
does the ground, and purifies them from thistles, weeds, and
thorns; that is, it corrects their present evil propensities, and
guards against future ones. Good iustruction plants the seed,
according to the words of Christ: ““The sced is the Word of
God,”” whereby parents continually instruct and exhort their
children to good. By constant vigilance over the actions of
children, the birds of prey that seck their souls are prevented
from carrying off the good seed, and the children themselves are
saved from the dangerous occasions of sin.  All these things are
good and necessary to a Christian training.

But they help little or nothing to the sanctification of chil-
dren, if the sun and moon do not shed their light, and bring
forth fruits of eternal life. Nor do I speak here of the light of
God's grace, for as a matter of course, no good can be produced
Inus without that.  Without God's help, no one is capable of do-
ing a good work that is meritorious of Heaven; but God is never
wanting in Ilis part of the work. Fathers, mothers, you are tho
sun and moon to your children, by the example you give them.
The patriarch Joseph says of his dream: I saw in a dream, as
it were, the sun and the moon worshipping me. ”® It is not
necessary for us, my dear brethren, to seck another interpretation
of these words, besides that which Jacob gives: ITow, my son, he
asks with evident indignation, what are you thinking of? ¢ Shall
Fand thy mother worship thee upon the earth?"”* That vision of
Joseph, therefore, shows that the father is the sun, and the mother
the moon in the house: and to them in particular does Christ
say: ““So let your light shine before men that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in Heaven,” *

! Omnis arbor, quze non facit fructum bonum, excidetur, et in ignem mittetur.—Matth,
vii. 19.

% Semen est Verbum Del.—Luke viii. 11.

8 Vidi per somnium, quasi solem et lunam. ..... adorare me.—Gen. xxxv'i. 9.

4 Num ego et mater tua adorabimus te super terram ?—Ibia. 10.

® Sic luceat lux vestra eoram hominibus, ut videant opera vestra pona, et gionfluem
Patrem vestrum, qui in coelis est.— Matth. v. 16.
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and they, especially, who are daily under your training, should
see that light, in order to be encouraged to do good works.
1f the sun and moon are eclipsed, the whole earth is in darkness:
if the father and mother do not give forth the light of virtue,
piety. and the fear of God, the minds of the children are cold
and tepid in the divine service. In a word, if the good example
uf the parents is wanting, all other means of rearing up their
<hildren in a Christian manuner will be of little or no use. Let
s now consider that more in detail.

In the first place, although it is true that good instruction First, good

does wonders for the salvation of children, and if it is wanting, zefﬁl)mfwm
they live and die in ignorance of many divine truths, and of without ex-
course in the sins that spring from this ignorance, yet, I ask, ff‘;?l’ie'cz;
how could a father, or mother, hope to instruct others in good, to aren follow
teach and exhort them to lead Christian lives, if they themselyeg what they
do not know how tolive well and as Christians ought? ““No one iﬁﬁ,faﬁfﬁ;
gives what he has not,”* is a saying well known in the schools, tuey hoar.
If T have nothing good myself, I can give nothing good to others.
Now, suppose that those parents, who do not lead a good life,
spend a long time every day in instructing their children in the
truthsof salvation. The children see that their father and mother
do not practise as they preach; how then can their teaching have
any effect, since they contradict it by their example ?  Which
of the two are the children most likely to follow? Ab, it is eagy
to talk, but what enters by the eyes makes a far deeper impres-
sion on the heart, than what goes in by the ears, and we are far
more apt to do what we see others doing, than what they com-
mand us to do. Solomon, the wisest of men, had written many
holy books, in which he left most beautiful instructions to his
children, but Roboam, his son, was far more influenced by his
father’s example, than by his teaching. e followed the latter's
bad example, and not his instructions.

Besides, what impression can mere teaching make on children ? Because
They could answer their parents, if not in words, at least in :::;;1;11:)
thought, as the envious Jews said to the blind man in the Sy 1~ impression
gogue, when he wished them to become disciples of Chris:: :X‘;"]‘:l:l‘:f“
““Thou wast wholly born in sins, and dost thou teach us®’* So parents 18
also might the children say: Father, mother, you spend your wantng.
lives in committing sin. and do you wish to teach us to be good,
and to live piously > You treat each other sometimes like cat

! Nemo dat, quod non habet.
? In peccatis natus es totus, et tu doces nos?—John ix. 34.
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and dog—ryou live in diseord, quarrelling, and strife.  You abuse
and threaten, curse and swear at each other, and do you think you
can teach us' to practise meckness, to live in peace, to yield to
each other, tobe patient and to bear with each other’sdefects and
faults according to the teaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ?
You tcll us that children who carse will not go to Heaven ;
but we hear you every day, at meal-times, backbiting your neigh-
bors, speaking uncharitably of the faults of the absent, and ar-
ranging Lhow you are to pay off some one for an injury he has
inflicted on you.  And do you wish to persuade us that we must
consider our own faults, and put the best interpretation ou the
actions of others. that we must never speak ill of others, that we
must forgive injuries as the Christian law teaches, and love those
who hate us, and do good to those who persecute us?  Father, we
often see you coming home intoxicated, and will you now exhort
us to be temperate and sober ¥ Mother, we know that you are
too extravagunt in dress, too free in company, and too idle, gince
you spend the whoele day in - sleeping, drinking, eating, standing
at the door or the window, paying and receiving visits, cte.; how,
then, can you teach us to be modest, reserved, and humble. to
avoid the society of persons of the opposite sex, and to make
the best use of our precious time, to rise early in the morning,
and to retive at a proper hour in the evening ? Parents, we see
in you few signs of piety, or of the fear and love of God, and on
the contrary, a great desire for earthly things, a great neglect ot
morning and cvening prayer, and very little desire to hear the
Word of God. And do you think you can teach us to be devout,
toattend sermon and catechism on all Sundays and holy-days—a
thing that you never do—to say our morning prayers and make
our evening examen of conseience on our knees ? Ilow does
your teaching correspond with your practice ? Children, God
forbid that you should ever dare to make such reproaches to your
parents! Even from wicked teachers, and much more from your
father and mother, although they may not give you good ex-
ample, you must take their instructions and exhortations to good,
for your souls’ sake, not otherwise than if they came from the
lips of Christ Ilimself. But you, parents, see whether your chil-
dren have not reason to reproach vou, at least in their own minds,
when they have sense cnough to see that your conduct is not
what it should be. If they cannot see that, what good will your
teaching do them? They will think: What father and mother

1 Et tu doces nos?
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say i8 not true; they do not mean it seriously ; it cannot be
wicked todo the things they warn us against, or they would not
do them themselves. The good they exhort us to cannot be
much or they would do it too, ete. Noj teaching without ex-
ample is of little or no use.

Jesus Christ, although He is the Holy of holics, and the Parents
Supreme Law-giver, who is bound by no law, did not begin to :Eg;f ff,?;:
teach until He had first given a holy example of His doetrine i1 they teach,
Himself: ““ And Jesus began to do and to teach,”? is written of ke Christ.
Him when He commenced Ilis public preaching during the last
three years of ITis mortal life. Mark these words: doing goes
first, and preaching comes next. (Alas, my dear Saviour, when-
ever I think of those words, I am overwhelmed with shame, and
must ask myself, how can [ teach others what T fulfil so badly ?

But, all the more thanks to Thee, my God, even because Thou
hast chosen me, miserable as I am, as Thy instrumeut in this
office of preaching ! This thought should be 2 eonstant gpur to
me, and woe to me if I do not labor diligently to observe what I
preach to others in Thy Name and with Thy inspiration!) 1
speak again to you, Christian parents: If your teaching is to do
your children any good, and to help them to save their souls, you
must give them good example. Whenever you speak of piety,
devotion, virtue, or the serviee of God, you must not be content
with merely saying: Son, daughter, or servant, *“do this;”® but
you must say: “ Come, let us all do it !”* It is not enongh to
say: Imitate Jesus Christ; you should say with the Apostle: ** Be
ve followers of me, as 1 also am of Christ.”* If is not enough to
point out the way to Heaven, and say: Go there. Every wooden
finger-post about the eountry could do as much as that, for it
shows the traveller his way, but never stirs from the one spot.
Children must be led by the hand. You must act like the mother,
or the nurse who teaches the little ones to walk; how does she
manage? Come now, my child, she says, go on. But she is
not satisfied with that alone, for if she were, the child would
fall down after taking one or two steps.  She takes it by the hand
and walks along with it, step bystep. See, she says, that is the way
to walk. That was the way in which St. Monica taught her son
Augustine to leave the path of error and to embrace the truth,
as the latter tells us: < She watered her words with her tears,
and strengthened them by herexample.” * In short, good example

! Incepit Jesus facere et docere.—Acts. 1. 1. 2 Fac! 3 Faclamus !
. ¥ Imitatores mei estote, sicut et ego Christi.—I. Cor. xi. 1.
* Verba sua rigabat lachrymis, nutriebat exemplis.
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alone, without words, can do much with children, but good words,
without example, are of no use.

Another means necessary to bring up children in a Christian
manner, consists in the parents being watchful over all their ac-

childrenlose tions, It is true that this vigilance can prevent many sins that
oli shame of 1, ohildren would in all likelihood commit, if they were not

evil-doing,
if their par-
ents give
bad exam-
ple.

Vigilance
averts the
danger of

watched over: but what good can it do, if the parents had a
hundred eves, and kept them always open, without good example?
For, how is it that the watehful eye of the parent keeps the child
from sin ? That comes from a natural inborn shame that pre-
vents us from doing what is wrong or unbecoming in the pres-
ence of others, and that shame is very powerful with children,
on account of the reverence and respect that God has inspired
them with for their parents.  Therefore, there is no child so im-
pudent as to dare to act improperly in presence of its father, or
mother. But this shame and reverence must of necessity dis-
appear, when the children see and know that their parents do
wrong. They think, then: Oh, T need not be ashamed to do
what my parents do, and to behave as they behave.  Parents, yon
should rather be ashamed in your hearts, when you think of your
duty of looking after your children, and youn should ask your-
selves: IMow can I dare to reprove them for what my own con-
seience tells me I am guilty of ?

Besides, vigilance is required of parents, principally, that they
may prevent their children from hearing or sceing anything that

sin, but por- would scandalize them, from going into the danger of sin, and

ents, by bad r

example,
place their
children in
that danger.

om being corrupted and made vicious by bad company. Ob,
certainly, this care and watehfulness are very necessary! Parents,
you should almost lock up your children in a box, to keep
them from going about wherever they please. There are, alas,
so many traitors and deceivers almost everywhere, nowadays,
that one cannot be careful enough, and very often one finds dan-
ger to the soul, where it ought least of all to be feared. But tell
me now, you parents who lead bad lives, and give your sons and
datghters bad example, what useis it for you to prevent your chil-
dren from hearing or secing anything scandalous, when you your-
selves are a stumbling-block in their way every day at home, when
they rvemark in your lives and conduct, that arve always before
their eyes, things that must necessarily be an occasion of scandal
tothem? What good is it for you tosave your children from other
dangers of sin outside, when they find dangers enough at home,
in the conduct of their own father and mother ? What good is
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it to keep your children from bad company, if you yourselves
betray them, by your wicked example, ruin their innocence, and
lead them on to evil? Are the dangers that come from their
parents less to be dreaded, than those that come from strangers,
or should they not rather be more feared, since they are much
more powerful ? No ! be as watchful as you like over the ac-
tions of your children, but if you do mnot give them good ex-
ample, your vigilance is useless.

The third and last necessary means of bringing up children
well, consists in parental correction and chastisement of the chil-
dren’s faults, so that they may be induced to repent, and to aveid
such faults in future. O, if many fathers and mothers had not
such a blind, foolish, and senseless love, or to speak better, such
a hatred and dislike for their children, that they overlook all the
faults of the latter, lest, as they say themselves, they should
cause the dear children pain, then most children would not be so
ill bronght up! But now I ask for the last time: You fathers
and mothers who do not give good example, how can yon dare to
punish, in your children, a vice that you and they know you are
yourselves subjcet to, so that you are as deserving of punishment
as they are 7 Who would not laugh at a courtier, who finding
his prince’s servants talking and langhing before their master’s
door, would cry out at the top of his voice: Be quiet, the prince
is asleep, and you must not awake him! Who, I say, would not
laugh at such conduct? In the same way, Christian parents, do
you not think that your sons and danghters secretly laugh at you,
when you punish them for a fault, or a moral disease, that they
are well aware you suffer from also? With reason does St.
Augustine say: ““Ile can with justice correct others who has
nothing to be corrected in himself.”' At least he should be free
from the vice that he punishes in others, or else his guilt must
not be known, for otherwise one could say to him: ** Physician,
heal thyself,”* beforc yon undertake to eure others. Or else one
might say of him what the Jews said of Jesus Christ, when they
were mocking at, and blaspheming Him as Ife hung on the cross:
‘e saved others, Himself He cannot save.”® Or the same re-
proach might be made to him which Christ addressed to the en-
vious Pharisees: ** Ilypocrite, cast first the beam out of thy own
eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to take out the mote from thy

! Ille justus reprehensor est, qui non nabet, quod in illo reprehendatur.
? Medice, cura teipsum.—Luke iv. 23,
3 Alios salvos fecit. seipsum non potest salvum facere.—Matth. xxvil. 42.
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brother’s eye.”' Or eclse the words might be applied to him,
which our Lord addressed to the Pharisees, when they wished to
stone the woman taken in adultery : ¢“ le that is without sin
among you, let him first east a stone at her.”” In the same
way, father, or mother, if you see that your children have done
wrong, punish them. It is right and just to do so, it is even an
obligation that your office as parents imposes on you. But if you
wish the punishment to do good, you must see that you are not
laboring under the same fault ; for otherwise your children, or
at all events, your conscience, could ery out to you: Hypocrite,
punish yourself ! Ience, I must often langh at the complaints
of parents who do not lead good lives : T do not know, they say,
what to do with my child. I eannot get him to be pious, he is
always wilful and obstinate ; no matter what ¥ say to him, he is
no better. I threaten and beat him, but all to no purpose; he is
just the same as before.  What are you saying > That all your
punishing is of no use? That you see no sign of improvement
in your child? I quite believe you! But where did you begin the
correction? Was it with yourself ? Did you first commence to
be pious and devout? If not, I am not surprised that your child
is not inclined to picty and devotion, and that all your chastising
effects nothing.

The men of the city of Jericho ecame once to the Prophet Eliscus
to beseech him to help them, as they were suffering a great deal
for the want of sweet water, as we read in the 2d chapter of the
Fourth Book of Kings. They said: ¢Behold, the situation of this
city is very good, as thou, my lord, seest; but the waters are very
bad, and the ground barren.”®  Eliseus answered: ¢ Bring me a
new vessel, and put salt into it.” And then, ““he went out to the
spring of the waters, and cast the salt into it, and said: Thus saith
the Lord, I have healed these waters, and there shall be no more
in them death or barrenness. And the waters were healed
unto this day.”* Why did Eliseus cast salt into the fountain, and
not into the stream?® Because all the bitterness came from the
fountain, so that when it was once purified, all the water that came
from it was sweet. The Glossa of Father Cornelius & Lapide re-

1 Hypocrita, efice primum, trabem de oculo tuo, et tunc perspicies, ut educas festucam de
oculo fratris tui.—Luke vi. 42.

% Qui sine peccato est vestrum, primus in illam lapidem mittat.—John viii. 7.

3 Ecce, habitatio civitatis hujus optima est, sicut tu ipse, domine, perspicis: sed aquz pes-
sim sunt, et terra sterilis, —IV. Kings ii. 19.

4 Afferte mihi vas novum, et mittite in illnd sal.. . . . Egressus ad fontem aquarum, misit in
illum sal, et ait: Hoee dicit Dominus : Sanavi aquas has, et non erit ultra in eis mors
neque sterilitas. Sanatae sunt ergo aque usque in diem hanc.—Ibid. 20-22.



Parents Giving Good Example lo Children. 101

marks on this passage, aptly enough for my subject: ‘¢ As water
comes from the fountain, so do childremcome from their parents.”*
If the spring is worthless, the water is no good; so that if children
are to be corrected, the parents must first correct themselves.
Once the father and mother begin to lead pious lives, the chil-
dren will follow their example, and become spiritually healthy
and pious, too. You may learn from this, Christian parents, that
all your instructions, and vigilance, and correction, and every
other means you may use to train up your children in a Christian
manner, are of no use unless you live piously, and give them
good example.

I conclude this part with a well-known fable: The crabs once
held a council together, to see if they could manage to im-
prove on their way of walking. We ought to be ashamed of our-
setves, said one; whenever any one is unfortunate in business, peo-
ple say of him: Ile is going backward, hke a crab. We must not
allow people to speak of nsinthat way. I know what we must do,
said one of the oldest crabs; we are now too old tochange, and are
too much accustomed to our way of walking, so that it would be
very difficult for us to alter it; but we must issue a general order,
obliging all to teach the young crabs to walk straaght before them;
in that way we shall no longer be disgraced before the people.
The advice scemed good to all, and was at once acted upon.  You
must now learn how to walk, said an old crab to its young one.
But how am I to do it, asked the latter? You mmnst put one foot
before the other, was the answer, and move it right out in front
of you. See that you do so exactly. Father, go on before me, ?
said the young one, so that I may see how you do it. The old
crab began to creep in his nsual manner, and the young one fol-
lowed his example. What are you doing, asked the old one; did
I not tell you to walk straight ?  Father, go on before me, was the
answer. IFather, show me what to do, I cannot do it otherwise.
In a word, the old one had to give up the task, and so all erabs con-
tinne to walk as they did before. Christian parents, the mean-
ing of thisfable has been sufficiently explained in this and the pre-
ceding sermon. Think of it, whenever you give your children good
advice or correction. Imagine that your son or daughter is say-
ing to you: Father, mother, go on before me.* You tell them not
to lie, curse, or swear: father, mother, give me an example of
Christian conversation, and show me how tospeak. They must not

1 Sicut aqua ex fonte, ita fllii ex parente promanant.
2 Pater, 1pree. 3 Pater i prac; mater i prae.
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be idle, and must use their precious time in some suitable employ-
ment, with a good intention for the glory of God: father, mother,
show us how to do it.  They must be humble, modest, devous:
father, mother, show us how. They must say their prayers in the
morning and make their examen of conscience in the evening on
their knees : father, mother, let them see you do it ; kneel down
with your children, according to the c¢ustom in proper Christian
families.  They must hear Mass daily, assist at the sermon on
Sundays and holy-days, and go often (0 confession and communion:
father, mother, go with them; bring your children with you to
Mass, sermon, and Holy Communion. They must live piously,
that they may go to Heaven : father. mother, live so that you
may inherit the kingdom of ITeaven with vour children.
It they do In that way your instrnctions and warnings will make an im-
that, their . a o oq 5
vigitmee  PYession on your childven, vour vigilance will keep them from
aud correc- gjn, they will either require no punishment, or when yon have to
:S:d.“m " inflict it, it will produce the desived cffect, and you will thus
train up your children properly.  Oh, wonld that all parents
acted thus ! How much hell would then lose! liow many chosen
souls wonld be gained for Heaven!  Oh, God. the Ruler of hearts,
Thon who hast redeemed all men by Thy Precious Blood,
and who wishest all to come to the knowledoe of the truth, and
to eternal life, do Thon eflect, hy Thy powerful grace, what my
words, that have likely been lost on the majority of those who
heard them, could not do!  Tmpress all parents with the necessity
of doing their duty to their children.  Thy own honor and glory,
that will thus be inereased, are concerned therein!
1‘0"“‘1’;:;‘1‘:’“ And yon, Christian parents, whatever vou do. see, above all,
torutateerr that you fulfit exactly that great and most important duty of rear-
;:‘A‘:;“:H‘ZX ng up your chi}drcn Well.! That is the earnest prayer of the im-
pluineato  T00rtal soul of your children, for their going to Heaven or
them, tohell for all eternity depends on whether vou give them a good
training, or not. The angels of Heaven make the same request of
vyou, for on you it depends to help them to bring their charges to
Heaven. Tle who gave ITis life, amid unspeakable torments, for
you, and to whom you cannot, therefore, refuse anything, Jesus
Christ, the Saviour of the world, asks you to do it, for thereon
depends the saving of the sonls He has purchased with His Blood,
from the infernal serpent, into whose toils they would fall, if you
were careless of their training. The heavenly Father Himself
asks it of you, for e has given you a share of His authority to
tiis end, that you may give Him back the souls of your children
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which He has lent to you, and eonfided to your care. Your own

souls demand it, for if your children are lost through your neg-

ligence, you must account for the loss and pay for it.

Therefore pray daily to the Almighty God, who has promised Therefore,
to give us whatever we ask Him for, and who generally does not :Ll; ::ﬁt
bestow Iis grace without prayer, and it is a great gift of siawuyto
God to be able to rear children well. Dray, I say, daily, for Sft:“lltmi:_he
your sons and daughters, that ITe may govern them by IIis grace, weir ehi-
inspire them with His fear and love, keep them from all sin and ?I’J‘l’;“:‘f;
all oceasions of it, by His holy -angels ; lead them on the right temseives
way to Heaven and keep them on it to the end. Do like holy merfuinl
Job, of whom I have recently told you that he offered sacrifice to thelr Aty
God every morning for his children, lest they might*have rinned
even in thought, without his knowledge. Pray to God often with
all your hearts, rather to take your sons and danghters, no matter
how much you love them, out of the world, than to allow
them to offend Ilim by a single mortal sin. Never warn, chas-
tise, or eorreet vour children without first offering what you are
doing to God, with a pure intention, and with the humble prayer
that the correction and punishment may be for Ilis greater
honor and glory. Pray daily, in the words with which Jesus
Christ recommended Iis Apostles to Iis heavenly Iather :
¢ Ttather, keep them in Thy name, whom Thou hast given Me ;
that they may be one, as we also are ;" so that they may be
Thine and remain Thine forever. DPray every day, also, to the
Mother of God, to the holy guardian angels of your children, and
to all elect parents who are now with God in Heaven, and you
may rest assured that you ecannot say a better, more useful, or
wore necessary prayer, nor one more suited to your state of life.

Pray, also, that yon yourselves may obtain the grace to fulfil your
obligations properly ; say: Behold, my Lord and my God, Thon
hast placed me in this state, in which my chief duty is to bring
up my children so that they may save their souls. Thou hast
given me so many children ; they belong to Thee ; they are only
lent to me that I may keep them faithfully for Thee. Ah, my
God, Thou knowest my ignorance and weakness ; help me with
Thy light and grace in this most ditficult and important task.
Let Thy Holy Spirit inspire me with words to teach my chil-
dren properly, and to exhort them to good, so that they may
always fultil Thy holy will. Remind me by Thy holy angels,

1 Pater, serva eos in nomine tio, quos dedisti mihi, ut sint unum. sicut et nos.—John
xvii. 11.
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and leave me no rest, so that T may always keep a watchful eye
over my children. Give me patience to bear for Thy sake the
difficulties and trials I may find in performing this duty. Give
me zeal to correct their faults when neeessary, in a parental man-
ner, and so as to amend them. Give me a horror for sin an
worldly vanity, so that I may not injure the souls of my children
by my example, but bring them up so as to be able to give them
all, without losing a single one, to Thee, on that day when TLou
wilt demand them from me, and that I may thus, along with
them, enjoy Thee forever. Thus, Christian Parents, should you
pray, thus should you act.

Think often of what you have hitherto heard on this subject.
Let it not be‘with you, as is the case with most people, who go away
from a sermon and forget all they have heard, and are not a bit
better for it. Nor must you be like those who now and then re-
member what they heard in a serm on, but still are drawn back to
the old courses by the had example and way of living of worldly
people, so that they think: OL, preachers only want to frighten
us 5 it is not so bad as they make it out. Other people, who are
known to be pious, and who wish to go to Heaven, bring up their
children in a far different manner to what the preacher advises,
ete. Ah, my dearbrethren, do not think that T wish to burden your
conscienees, and make sins where there are none ! You may be-
Lieve firmly that what I have hitherto said to you, is the teaching
of the Catholic Church, of the holy Fathers, who have written on
the training of child ren, and of theologians, nay, even of sound rea-
gon itself.  But that the manners and customs of men are gener-
ally opposed to suclh teaching, is evident from what St John writes
inhis First Epistle: < The whole world is scated in wickedness,”"
And from what St. James writes: ““ Know younot that the friend-
ship of this world is the enemy of God? Whosoever, therefore.
will be a friend of this world, becometh an enemy of God.”* And
from what Jesus Christ, the infallible Truth, hassaid: < For many
are called, but few are chosen,” * These very sermons of mine will
one day be the voice of one erying in the wilderness, against thosc
who neglect them. You have heard what we xaid to you, you have
known the truth, but you have not practised it ! And against
thoge who do not believe : You have heard the truth, but had

! Mundus totus in maligno positus est.—I. Johnv. 19,

2 Nescetis, quiz amicitia hujus mnndi indmica est Dej ? Quicumaque ergo voluerit amicus
esse szculi hujus, inimicus Dej constituitur.—James iv. 4.

# Muiti enim sunt vocati, pauci vero electi.-~Matth, xxii. 14.
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no faith in it. The world and its perverse nsages made more im-
pression on you than the infallible Word of God. You preferred
to follow the example of the children of the world, rather than
to walk in the footsteps of the Saints. They will also cry out
against those who did not wish to come to the sermons for fear of
being disturbed in conscience, and I know that some remained
away on that account : ““ Who have said to God : Depart from
us, we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways.”* Tor they were
of those of whom David said : ““IIe wonld not understand that
he might do well.”* Not so, Christian parents, must you act :
often call to mind the truths you have heard ; forget them nof,
and live according to them. Amen.

Another Introduction for the Sizteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

Text.

Ft ipsi observabant euwm.—luke xiv. 1.
¢ And they watched Him.”

Jesus Christ, the Iloly of holies, in whose life not the least
thing could be found that was not good and holy, yet was not free
from the prying eyes of the invidions Pharisecs, who watched ITim
everywhere ITe went, and whatever e did, in the hope of discover-
ing something that they could find fault with and condemn: ““And
they watched ITim.”® Christian parents, there are also some
who watch you, wherever you go, and whatever you do, not merely
outside the house; and no one, no matter how good and innocent
he is, can avoid curious eyes and cavilling tongues in our days.
But (what is more to my purpose now) you have them also in your
own house. And if there was no one else to do so, be assured that
your own children will watch you; they will note everything their
father and mother do. No matter how young they are, their eyes
are sharp enough to see all that you do, and they are like mon-
keys, that imitate everything they see you doing. Therefore,
parents, lead good lives, and be careful, especially before your
sons and daughters, if you wish to bring up pious children, and
to lead them to Heaven. In the last sermon I proved, ete.
—continues as before.

1 Qui dixerunt Deo: Recede a nobis, et scientiam viarum tuarum nolumus.—Job xxi. 14.
2 Noluit intelligere, ut bene ageret.—Ps. xxxv. 4. # Et ipsi observabant eum.



ON THE DUTIES OF PARENTS TO-
WARDS THEIR CHILDREN
IN TEMPORAL
MATTERS.

FORTY-SEVENTH SERM ON.

ON THE DUTY OF FEEDING AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN,

Subject.

1st. Parents are bonnd to support their children and take the
greatest care of their temporal welfare. 2d. Many are not care-
ful enough in this particular, and sin by neglect and omission.
—Preached on the ¢ wenty-third Sunday after Pentecost.

Text.

Domini, filix mea modo defuncta est; sed vent, impone manum
tuam super ecam, of vivel.—Matth. ix. 18,

““Lord, my danghter is even now dead; but come, lay Thy
hand upon Ler, and she shall live.”

Introduction,

Would that all fathers and mothers had as greab a care and in-
terest in the eternal life of the souls of their children, as the ruler
in to-day’s Gospel showed, and as most parents nowadays have
for their children’s temporal welfare; if that were the case, many
children would be Letter brought up and would save their souls!
Hitherto, my dear Lrethren, we have seen in detail what the
duties of parents are regarding the souls and the salvation of their
children; and those duties are the most important of all, and all
others must givo way to them. But, enough of that for the
present, although it never can be preached enough, nor thought
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enough of. Let those parents who are careless in the service of
God, and who do not often come to sermons, see how they will
one day answer to the strict justice of God, for the grievouns faults
they daily commit in bringing up their children, because they do
not come to get instrueted in that important duty. They will be
told that they could and should have known it. There is still
another duty that parents owe their children, with regard to the
temporal welfare of the latter, aceording to which they are bound
to support and look after them as well as possible. In this point,
too, many great faults are committed. Some care too little,
others too much; some sin by defect, others by excess, and both
are inoxcusable. I will deal with the first in this instruction,
and will pr  briefly—

Plan of Discourse.

That parents are bound to support their children, and to take
the greatest care of thelr temporal welfare. The first part. Many
are not careful enongh in this particular, and sin by neglect and
omission. The second part. The amendment of this fault, which
is the source of many other sins, will be the conclusion.

Help me, by Thy grace, oh, heavenly Father, through the
merits of the Mother of Thy Son, and the intereession of the
holy angels guardian.

Is it worth while to ask, you will think, whether parents are The naturai
bound to support their children, and to look after their temporal lr::n(z"l';”_
welfare? Ile who knows what a father or mother is, will sec entsto sup-
clearly that they are bound to do this. If one were to lose all par- ;‘g;;:i‘:f
ental instinets and love for his children, if he were even dead to
all human feeling, so that he could have a doubt of this, such a
person ought to be sent to learn from the wild beasts what na-
ture itselt teaches them of this duty. What desert ever contained
a wild beast o eruel as to neglect its young, and to allow them to
die of hunger? Tions, bears, walves, and tigers, that hardly ever
leave their eaves to appear in the sight of men, are never more
fierce, nor daring, than when they have young ones to support.

Then, no matter how shy they may be of man otherwise, they are
not afraid of the hunter, they attack cattle, and even men who
come in their way. Sometimes they go into the villages and go
around the stables, looking for something to earry off to feed
their young with. It is wonderful to see how the little birds,
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when, after long hatching, their young at last come out of the
shell, fly to and from their nests the whole day long, bringing
food to their young in their beaks, although they themselves may
be suffering from hunger, o that during that time they become
quite thin. Tt is wonderful to see how a hen scratches and tears
with her beak to feed her chickens. As soon as she finds a grain
of corn, she does not cat it herself, although she may be hungry
enough, but commences to cackle, nntil her chickens are all
about her, when she gives them the precious morsel, and then
she begins to scratch and tear afresh. If a whole handful of corn
is thrown to her, che does not touch it until she sees that her
chickens are quite satisfied, and cannot eat any more. And that
care continues on her part, until they are able tc look after
themselves, and leave her. In the Holy Scriptures, the Prophet
Jeremias mentions only one hind that left her young, because
there was no food for it. And thercfore the Prophet did not
wish even to mention her young, for he says merely: < Yea, the
hind also brought forth in the field, and left it, because there
was no grass.”'  And what did she leave 2 Certainly, what she
gave birth to.  But why does he not say so? Because, as Villa
Regius answers, she left i, ¢ That cannot be called a child,
which the mother abandons,” * and does not support. Mark this,
my dear brethren: the light of nature alone is sufficient to teach
even unreasoning animals their duty of striving to support their
young and feed them as well as they can.

Man, endowed with reason, it bound to do this too, not only by
the law of nature, but also by the law of charity and justice.
The law of charity requires all to help their neighbor who is in
extreme necessity, when they can, and to save his life, if he can-
not help himself. Tow much more, then. does it not require
parents to have that care for their own flesh and blood, whom they
have brought into the world! For, who would be bound to sup-
port children, if parents were not? And this is not to be under-
stood merely of little children, and of the parents’ obligation to
feed and clothe them; hut also, according to the same law, the
father and mother are bound in conscience to support their chil
dren, when the latter are grown ap, according to their condition,
and to see that they leave them enough to live on decently.

What a great responsibility parents incur by forgetting the

causes many Obligations of charity and neglecting this duty ! Who does not
sins.

! Nam et cerva in 820 peperit, et reliquit, quia non erat herba.—Jerem. xiv. 5.
? Improprium videtur quos dixerat reiiquisse, fllios nominasse.
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know, by experience, the misery, sin and vice that are caused
by want and poverty, especially when one has not been always
poor from his childhood ? I am filled with wonder whenever 1
recollect that the devil dared to attack Jesus Christ in the des-
ert, and to tempt Ilim. Tor, I think to myself, he probably
had heard the voice of the heavenly Father speaking to Iiis Son,
who was being baptised in the Jordon, and giving Him authority
10 teach the whole world; and he must have known how our Lord
fasted in a most superhnman manner, for forty days and nights.
{Iow, then, could he dare to tempt MMim ? For he should
have had enongh proof that his temptations would be powerless
with the Son of God. Besides, if the devil had known before-
hand that he would be defeated, he would have left Christ in
peace, partly out of envy, so as not to give Ilim occasion of
greater merit, partly through pride, that Le might not be con-
quered and be forced to submit. Iow, then, did he dare, I ask
again, to tempt our Lord? Because, as Theodoret answers, he
had no doubt of victory. It is true that the voice he h card say-
ing that Christ was the Son of God, restrained him somewhat.
And he was not a little frightened by Iis long fasting.  But
-“when He had fasted,” says the Scripture of Christ, *“{orty
days and forty nights, afterwards Ile was hungry.”' When the
devil saw that, he had some hope of succeeding. Theodoret says:
*- When the cnemy saw that he was hungry, he began to hope
for victory.”* Now think of this, my dear brethren, and conclude
therefrom : If the devil hoped to conquer Christ our Lord, no
matter what he may, or may not have known of Him, he knew,
avall events, enough of His former life tosee that ITe was a holy
and perfect Man. If, I say, in spite of that, he promised himself
a victory over IIim, simply because he saw tnat IIe was hungry,
what would not the wicked tempter hope to accomplish with a
hungry and needy person who, as he knows, is not the Son of
tod ? Into what sins, unjustice, theft, impurity, and shameful
actions, could he not lead children, by his temptations, when he
knows that they suffer from hunger! *¢Command that these
stones be made bread.”® Try to earn something by that traffic.
See, now you have an opportunity of making money by stealing,
by going into that company, or by committing sin.  Would to
“God that the devil had nothing but hopes in this way ! Wounld
to God that the world had not such experience of crime commit-

1 .. Postea esurilt.—Matth. iv. 2. 2 yidit hostis famem, ei vietoriam speravit.
3 Die, ut lapides isti panes flant.—Matth. 1v. 3.
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ted by children through poverty and want ! And alas, how many
sins, of which we know nothing, come from the same eause, nor
shall we know anything of them, until the great day of reckon-
ing comes, when they shall be declared to the whole world ! Chil-
dren, indeed, commit grievous sins and are 1ot to be excused,
when they try to procure, by unlawful means, the necessaries of
life, that their parents left them without. For, as far as possible,
they should endeavor to find some lawful occupation, and trust
in divine providence to supply them with what is needful. But,
at the same time, woe to those parents who do not perform their
duty by providing for, and supporting their sons and daughters
as well as they can ! All the sins and evils that follow from their
neglect are to be attributed to them, and they must answer for
them in judgment.

Trelawot  Iinally, the law of justice binds parents to perform their duty,

3:,’:13{% * in this respect, to their children. Aslong as I am the owner of
a horse, and it is in my possession, I alone am bound to feed it.
il Twish it to live; and if I bring it into another’s stable, or
knowingly allow it to go there without leave from the owner of
the stable, and intending thus that he should support my horse,
I commit an injustice. Now, children belong to their parents,
under God, and therefore these latter, and no others, are bound
to do their best to feed and support them properly. Ina word,
it is a general rule that he who gives life to a thing, is bound to
preserve that thing, and to supply it with what is necessary to its
natural existence. A tree receives its life {from the earth, and
from the carth it also gets its nourishment ; the fruit has its
life from the tree, and must be supported by the same tree, until
it is ripe. TFather and mother have, under God, given life to
their children, and therefore, they are in justice bound to sup-
port those children, as well as they can.  So that there can be
no doubt that parents are obliged to take this care of their chil-
dren, for the law of nature, the law of charity, the law of justice,
and even the reason itself of every one, who has not lost all ves-
tige of humanity, prove this. But would to God that all who
know their duty in this respect, fulfilled it exactly ! Ilow is
that, you again ask, my dear brethren; are there parents in the
world who neglect that duty ? Indeed there are, and not a few
of them, too, are to be found amongst Catholic Christians, as we
shall see in the
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Second Part.

The first great fault committed againgt this duty, will seem
strange indeed to you, and it is common enough amongst those
who are least to be suspected of it, namely, the rich and wealthy,
who can leave their children money enough. That fault is com-
mitted by those mothers who, without sufficient cause, or through
exaggerated fears, do not nurse their own children, but intrust
them to the care of strangers, that they themselves may have less
trouble. God Himself complains of such people by the Prophet
Jeremias: ¢ Even the sca monsters have given suck to their
young ; the daughter of my people is cruel, like the ostrich in
the desert.”’ Of this bird, Job says: - She leaveth her eggs on
the earth. She is hardened against her young ones, as though
they were not hers.”*  Unnatural mothers that you are; unless
you are prevented from performing this duty by real illness or
weakness, or other reasonable cause !  Why has your Creator
given you children, if not that you may attend to them ?  How
can children have a natural, proper, and childlike love for you. if
you neglect them in their tenderest years?

And how many great evils are often the consequence of that
which yon would try to ignorealtogether, if you could!  For, how
do you know the character of the people to whom you intrust
your children? Do you know their dispositions and inclinations?
Whether they are well, or ill-reared? Whether they are inclined
to sin and viece? If this latter is the ease, your poor children
will be infected with their wickedness and vice, and be boorish,
rude, and nncultivated in their manners, and utterly unlike their
parents; for experience shows that children easily copy the man-
ners and dispositions of those who take care of them. Tence,
Titus, the son of Vespasian, was always sickly and delicate, be-
cause his nurse had a secret malady. Tiberius Nero, who was
called Biberins Nero, on account of his drunken habits, was
brought up by a nurse who was much given to wine. Caligula
was a blood-thirsty tyrant, as all the world knows, and he inherit-
ed that character from his nurse. It is frequently the case that
nurses are wicked people. who practise witcheraft, and initiate
the little children intrusted to their care, in their diabolical art,
and the children are with diffienlty induced to give it up after-
wards. On account of these and other similar evils, there have

! Sed et lamig lactaverunt catulos suos : filia populi mel crudelis, quasi struthio 1 de-

serto.—Lam. iv. 3.
2 Derelinquit ova sna in terra. Duratar ad fllios guasi non sint ei.—Job xxxix. 14-16.
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been great queens, and prineesses, and ladies of the highest rank,
and there are some still, who would never allow others to look
after their children, no matter how troublesome they themselves
might find it to do so. ¢“ The daunghter cf my people is ernel like
the ostrich in the desert. 7' Unmereiful as ostriches are those
mothers, who through sheer love of their own comfort, neglect
the ehildren that God gave them to look after, and intrust them
to the care of strangers !
Parenswio  Another class, who do not support their children properly, con-
ﬁg;:‘;ﬁf;f;r sists of those parents who, without just cause, do not treat their
children  children alike, as far as the care of their temporal welfare is con-
atike. cerned. Sometimes & son or a danghter takes complete possession
of the father’s or mother’s heart. When that is the case, no

trouble nor expense is spared to dress them uicely, to educate -

them well, and to give them a position in the world, while the
other sons or daughters, beeause they are not o beantiful, or have
some natural defect, and cannot get any share in their parents’
affection, are treated with indifference. and are allowed to get on
as best they may.  Every effort is made to induce these latter to
enter a convent, or to obtain a benefice for them, whether they
are {it for it or not, whether they arc ealled by God to that state,
or not, whether they wish it themselves, or not ; all these ques-
tions are passed over lightly enough, as long as the favorite son
or daughter can have the whole inheritance.  Unjust father, un-
Just mother, says St. Ambrose, do you know what you are do-
ing 2 This favoritism is a torch that will kindle the fire of dis-
sension in your family and your deseendants. It will sow the
seeds of jealousy, of envy, vindictiveness, lawsuits, and disputes
between brothers and sisters.  Are they not all your children ?
Does not the one, as well as the other, come from you ? Ilas
not the one, as well as the other, been left with you by God as
a deposit - Why, therefore, should yon eare more for one, than
for the other? Your children have an equal share of your flesh
and blood ; let them also share equally in your affection. * Tt is
frequently the case that, by a just judgment of God, the chil-
dren who are idolized, as favorites of their parents, looked up-
on as the hope of the family, and who therefore reccive the far
greater share of the inleritance, through some trickery or
other, either die an untimely death, or have no children of
their own, or else they lose and squander away the property they

' Filia popull mef crudelis, quasi struthio in deserto.
* Jungat liberos sequalis gratia quos jungit equalis natura.

-
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have so unjustly acquired, and they are often the very ones who
give least comfort and consolation, and who cause the most grief
and sorrow to their parents. And that is to be expeected !
“Thou art just, oh, Lord, and Thy judgment is right.”’

The third class consists of those rich but avaricious parents, Who
whose only care is to be able to leave a large sum of money to :]I\',iﬁ_?gelfdo
their children at their death, while during their lives they either not alow
allow their children to remain idle, or do not make them learn a f]l;‘k‘ff:"'
trade, or profession, so as to save expense, and make them rich after- study or
wards. What a wretched way that is to provide for children ! learuatrade
That is not the way to support them according to their condi- :::::,izzia
tion. What good will vour money be to them after your death ? them more
They will be ill-mannered, boorish, and ignorant, fit for no im- tlrln(:reg:m.
portant office, and they will resemble blocks of wood that are sil-
vered or gilded over; they will not know how to do anything but
spend the money, that you have saved for them, with their own
children, and that they will do sooner or later, until they have
nothing left, and are reduced to want and poverty. No, Chris-
tian parents, the best inheritance you can leave your children is
some honest trade, business, or profession, which you must have
them taught in their youth, so that afterwards they may be able
to provide for themselves, although you cannot leave them any-
thing. This is also meant for those misers who, when their chil-
dren have chosen a state of life, either refuse them the promised
sum of money, or do not help them to get on, although they
could easily afford to do so. That is often the reason why chil-
dren secretly look forward to, and long for the death of their
old father or mother.

The fourth class of those who do not provide for their children They whe
as they ought, consists of those parents who dress themselves and g:f::;;g?’
their children above their means and condition. What a fright- teir enit-
ful abuse that is in our days, even amongst Christians, who re- ;‘l’n”:;:::’_v"
nounce formally the pomps and vanities of the world in holy tion.
Baptism, and profess to follow the standard of the humble Jesus
on the narrow way of penance, and of the cross! What a fear-
tul abuse, I repeat, is that accursed luxury in dress! What
an amount of money it costs every year in a town, and that
money 1s sent away to foreign countries to bring home new fash-
ions and new dresses! Ilow many respectable families, who
could otherwise live decently according to their state, are thereby
brought to poverty, because they wish to put on as good an ap-

! Justus es, Domine, et rectum judicium tuum.— Ps. cxviii, 157,
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pearance as others, and do not wish to dress differently from the
rest of the world ! 1 will not dwell on what most of the holy
Fathers say of it, namely, that luxury in dress ean hardly be
without sin, nor shall I now say what kind of a sin it is, nor how
many sins it occasions ; I merely ask you, how can it be consist-
ent with the proper nourishment, support, and temporal interest
of your children and of your children’s children, if your yearly
income is barely sufficient to pay the merchants and shopkeepers,
and if all that you make by your business or employment is spent
on dress for yourselves and your children? And that is only too
often the ease nowadays. So that one can hardly distingnish be-
tween the different conditions that have been appointed amongst
people by God, nor can one distinguish between the danghters
of a rich and a poor man. To such a degree of arrogance
have people come, that it is enough to excite laughter. Many,
when they go out, earry their whole property on their backs, so
that when they come home again, they have hardly bread and
meat enough to eat, and to feed the bodies that they deck out
in such a costly manner. Nor have they anything left to share
with Jesus Christ in the person of ITis poor, as they ought, and
in addition to the waste of their income, they incur debts that
they will hardly ever be able to pay. When Totila, the king of
the Goths, sent one of his officers, dressed up in royal robes, to
St. Bernard, the holy man said to the latter, as soon as he saw
him : ¢ Put off what you are wearing. my son, for it is not your
own.” " The same might be said nowadays to many children of
the world, who strut about in fashionable clothing : Sir, madam.
son, or daughter, that dress is not your own. Those precions
ear-rings, that silver or gold lace, that velvet or silk elouk,
that damask robe, belong to the merchant, who has entered all
your magnificent dresses in his book of debts, and who must, per-
haps, wait a long time before lie is paid.  That fashionable dress.
those embroidered slippers, belong to the tailor or shoemaker, who
is not yet paid for his labor, and who, therefore, must suffer the
pinch of poverty. Put it off ; it is not yonrs.” Such is the case.
my dear brethren, with many people in the world, although I do
not know any of them in partienlar, who run into debt throngh
extravagance in dress, and impoverish others by not paying them
at all, or by deferring payment for a long time.

And what can be the result of this in the lonug run, but pov-
erty 7 For, not only do parents thus make themselves unable to

! Depone fili, depone quod geris; nam tuum non est. * Depone, tunm non est.
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leave their children anything, but they also deliberately place
the latter in such a position, that they can never raise them-
selves out of the secret poverty into which they have fallen, be-
cause it is a very hard thing, indeed, to be obliged to give up a
position to which one is accustomed, and to dress more plainly,
and thus make one’s poverty known to every one. Thus chil-
dren are often driven to unlawful means and dangerous plans in
order to be able to dress as well as before, and of course they re-
main always poor then. Oh, if every one profited by the exhor-
tations of the holy Apostle, St. Paul:  But having food, and
wherewith to be covered, with these we are content 71t My
dear Christians, if we have enough to clothe and feed ourselves
decently, let us be satisfied therewith, and then families will be
much better off, and the children can be properly provided for.
But there is no use in talking ! People will insist on showing off.
The faghions and customs of the world must be followed, and
many think that it is better to have a dish less at table, and
even to suffer hunger and poverty, rather than appear less than
others through Christian modesty and humility ! Let those who
are of this opinion do as they please, as far as T am concerned.
Reduce yourselves to want, if you are determined on it, but do
not hereafter blame any but yourselves, and your own wilfulness,
pride, and vanity, for the poverty that you will surely suifer.
(ruel, heartless parents that you are, who thus foolishly squander
what should be employed to bring up and support your children
decently !

To this class belong also those parents who, along with
their children, leadan idle and luxurious life: The father gives
many unnecessary entertainments ; the mother and her daughters
spend the whole morning in bed ; the greater part of the day is
passed in doing nothing, and the restis taken up with visiting.
sambling, eating, and drinking ; thus the yearly income is found
barely sufficient, and they will have nothing to leave their chil-
dren afterwards. The rich glutton ¢ feasted sumptuously every
day,”? as the Gospel says, whilst poor Lazarus lay before his
door, begging in vain for a piece of bread. It seems to me that
many parents act in the same manner : they eat, drink, and en-
joy themselves, without caring how their children will fare after-
wards; although the latter live in hopes of inheriting enough
from their parents to continue the same luxurious mode of life.

1 Habentes autem alimenta, et quibus tegamur, his contenti sumus.—I. Tim. vi. 8,
2 Epulabatur quotidie splendide.—Luke xvi. 19.
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But they will be disappointed, and will perhaps be like the poor
Lazarus, forced to beg their bread from door to door.

Finally, the most heartless, and as far as this matter is con-
cerned, the most wicked parents are those fathers, and (what a
disgraceful thing !) those mothers even, who are given to gam-
bling and drinking, and who either shorten or destroy, by their
druuken habits, the lives that they are bound to preserve for the
good of their children, or make themselves unable to attend to
their business, employment, or honsekeeping as they ought, and to
lay by something for their children; or, as is, alas, frequently the
case, by constant tippling, spend on Sundays and holy-days what
they earn during the week, nay, even what their wives and chil-
dren earn by their labor, and meanwhile the poor mother and her
wretched children must remain hungry at home, feeding them-
selves with bitter tears, and not having any decent clothes to cov-
er themselves with.  What an iujustice erying to Ileaven! The
very men to whom God has given wives and children to look after,
are the ones who rob them of what belongs to them, and bring
them to poverty! It isa sin against Christian mercy not to de-
fend and support poor widows and orphans when one can ; what
a fearful ernelty it must then be to take from them what they
have, and to reduce them to begzary: and those one’s own wives
and children I And to do that by drunkenness, that is to say, by
committing sin, and offending God! What sins Tollow from that!
How those children must hate and enrse their father! How des-
perate the mother must become, so that the whole family are like-
ly to exchange temporal for eternal misery! Poor children, how I
pity you who have such parents ! It were better for you to have
been born in the desert, with wild beasts for your father and
mother, for they would at least have provided for you properly!
And you, parents (wild beasts, I shonld call you, were it not that
the name is too good for yon, for even wild beasts suffer hunger
and thirst that they may feed their young), what think you of your
unnatural conduct ?  The pelican, as naturalists tell us, draws
the blood from its own breast in order to feed its voung; but
you, reasoning beings (shame on you!), drink, so to speak, the
blood of your own children, for you snateh the bread out of their
mouths to sutisfy your gluttony and drunkenness. How will you
account for your cruelty before the judgment-seat of God? If
you do not wish to support your children properly, why have you
brought them into the world?

Think of this, and ponder on it, Christian parents! Attend, as
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far as you can, and i the first place, to the eternal galvation of tation to

parents to

your children, and next to that, see that you provide for their proyide for
sapport and temporal welfare with all possible diligence. Thinl their chil-

to yourselves : My state of life, to which God has called me, re-
quires this; I am bound to it, also, by the law of Christian and
parental charity towards my children, and by the law of justice,
nay, even by the law of nature itself. If the prosperity of your
children is a matter of indifference to you, although I can hard-
ly imagine that, then remember, at least, that your children be-
long to the number of those of whom Christ has said: *¢ Amen,
I say to you: as long as you did it to one of these my least breth-
ren, you did it to me.”" If the Son of God, still a child, were
intrusted to any father and mother, with what great care and
diligence would they not attend to Him! But you must now
consider the same Son of God, Jesus Christ, in the persons of
your children. If the labor is sometimes too much for vou, if
yon have a great deal of trouble in supporting and bringing up
your children, remember what God said to our forefather after
the fall: ** In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread; " and
therefore say to yourselves: In the sweat of my face I must work
for myself and for those who belong to me, so that they may not
be brought to want through my idleness, and that they may not
be without that which God, our common Father, has commanded
us to pray for every day: ‘“ Give us this day our daily breac e
But think at the same time: Nothing can be gained without la-
bor, therefore I will work as well as I can, and spare no trouble,
with renewed confidence in my heavenly Father, who feeds the
birds of the air, and who, if I fear and love Ilim, will not let me
and mine want for anything, according to the testimony of the
Prophet: ** I have not seen the just forsaken, nor his seed seek-
ing bread.”* T will trust in God and in righteousness, and will
place my confidence in Him, as well as in my daily labor, and
then I shall receive daily bread and temporal blessings for myself
and my children. Amen.

* Amen dico vobis: quamdiu fecistis uni ex his fratribus meis minimis, mihi fecistis.—
Matth, xxv. 40.

2 In sudore vultus tui vesceris pane.—~Gen. iii. 19.

3 Panem nostrum quotidianum da nobis hodie.

4 Non vidi justum derelictum, nec semen ejus quzerens panem.—Ps. Xxxvi, %.

dren.,
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Amnother Introduction for the Seventeentl Sunday after Pentecost:

Text.

Cujus filius est 2—Matth, xxii. 42.
“ Whose son is Ile ?

How that question will one day resound in the valley of Jos-
aphat! Whose son is he;' whose daughter is she? Who is
the father, who is the mother, of these children? What a consol-
ing question it will be for many parents, who have brought up
good and pious children, and who can now give them up to their
Judge, saying: I am their father; I am their mother! Here
are all my children with me; I have lost none of them through
‘my own fault. Whose son is he; whose danghter is she?
What a terrible question for most parents who have brought up
their children according to the maxims of the vain world, and
who now stand before their Judge to hear Him pronounce sen-
tence of condemnation on themselves and their children too, un-
less they have done true penance in this lite! Iitherto, my dear
brethren, we have seen in detail, ete.—continues as before.

FORTY-EIGIHTH SERMON.

ON THE GREAT CARE THAT PARENTS MUST TAKE OF THEIR
CHILDREN, AS FAR AS TEMPORAL THINGS
ARE CONCERNED.

Subject.

1st.  Some parents care too much for their children, and for
their sake make an unlawful use of otherwise lawful means.
2d.  Others use unjust means. The first is great folly ; the
second excessive stupidity.— Preached on the twenty-fourth Sun-
day after Pentecost and the Feast of the Presentation of the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary.

Text.

Beatus venter, qui te portavit |—TLuke xi. 27,
“ Blessed is the womb that bore Thee! ”

1 Cnjus Alius est ?
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Introduction.

Oh, truly happy and blessed Mother, who amongst all women,
wast alone found worthy to bear in thy womb a Son whose Father
is the Eternal God, to nourish and suckle at thy virginal
bosom Him at whose Name all in Heaven, on earth, and under
the earth must bend the knee ! Iforgive me if I do not suy more
in thy praise to-day, for I wish to finish the subject I have hither-
to been speaking of, in thy honor, and that thou and thy Son
may be served, loved, and praised by many others. And happy,
too, are you parents, who will one day be able to say with truth: I
‘have reared, nnrsed, fed, and supported my children, and taught
them during their lives to love Jesus Christ, to be 1lis friends
and imitators, Ilis brothers and sisters, so that they may now re-
joice forever with their Father in Heaven ! But woe, if the con-
trary is the case, if your son or dunghter must cry out from the
tlames of hell : ¢ Aceursed be the womb that bore me!” " Cursed
be the father who gave me life, the mother who suckled me! Or
if it must be said of you: Cursed be the father, or mother, who
gave life to, or brought forth, that son, that danghter ! Their
miserable children arve in hell for all eternity, because their par-
ents did not bring them up for leaven, and because they did not
support them. and look after their temporal interests, as they
could and should have done. 'That such a terrible misfortune
may be averted from every one, all faults regarding this import-
ant duty should be carefully amended. In my last sermon I
proved that parvents sin by not caring enough for the support
and temporal interest of their children; now I am about to speak
to those parents who eare too much for their children’s temporal
welfare, and thus sin by excess.

Plan of Discourse.

Some parents care too much for their children, and for their
sake make an unlawful wse of otherwise lawful means.  The first
part.  Others use unjust means.  The second part.  The first is
great folly ; the second excessive stupidity.

Save all parents from those two evils, oh, heavenly Father, by
the intercession of that most Blessed Mother, who bore Thy Son
in her womb! And do you, oh, holy angels gnardian, help here-
in, that we may say to all children of their parents: < Bless-
ed is the womb that bore thee.”?

1 Maledictus venter, qul me portavit ! 2 Beatus venter, qui te portavit.
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What tsex- 3 it possible to be too careful of the temporal prosperity of
:zszix 5ot children, especially when lawful means are used to scenre it ¥ It
1s hardly possible to support one’s self and one’s children decent-
ly, nowadays, without a good deal of trouble. Many people have
large families, and they know not but they may be larger still; all
their children must have enough to eat and drink, and they must
dress according to their station. All that requires a good sum
every year; and how can it be obtained nnless people work hard
forit? The father and mother have their hands full, until they
get their children decently settled in life. Besides, the latter
expect something on their parents’ death.  Oh, it is easy to talk
for one who is sure of having his meals at the proper time, and
of getting what clothing he wants, without having to ask where
they come from. But that will not do for us, people of the world;
we must work hard to get what we want. Iow can we, then, do
too mueh ? If we use lawful means for our objeet, who can
accuse us of excess, or say that we are guilty of sin? And you
are quite right, too, my dear brethren, ouly you must remember
the old proverb, < All excess is faulty.”’ Even the care you
must have of your children’s temporal welfare, if it is to profit
them anything, should be regulated by prudence and discretion.
Z:;:“'iﬁ‘e Now, there are fathers and mothers of families who depend
parents who altogether on their own industry and labor, for their happiness
Z{)il?;‘giﬁff and prosperity. They are so taken up with their domestic cares,
chiidrews  With their trade, or business, or employment, that they hardly
welfaresthat think of God once in the day ; they never hear Mass on week
:;i:‘:‘n:v’":*zt days ; they have no time for piety or devotion; they hardly hear
ofGod,al- 3 sermon once in the half year ; they are satisied with going to
soueh (Y confession and communion once or twice a year, and they are
wseof un-  glways uneasy, anxious and disturbed ; their thoughts and ideas
ﬁ:f;‘; are constantly turning on making money, and in order to attain
that end with greater certainty, they seldom give alms to the
poor and needy, although they thus act in a very unchris-
tian and nnlawful manner, or eclse they give alms very spar-
ingly and not according to their means, solely throngh fear
that they or their children may suffer loss, if they refuse to give
alms altogether. It is of such people that I speak ; and I say.
withont any fear of being mistaken, or of being guilty of a rash
judgment, that they do too much altogether. Thelr care for their
children’s temporal welfare is excessive, and therefore I call it

foolish and culpable.

! Omne niminm vertitur in vitium.
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an the first place, they forget themselves in their cagerness to
labor for others. They hake the bread to feed others, while they
themselves suffer hunger. They are like the oxen that plough
the land, but can never reap a crop off it, nor have any advan-
tage from their labor but the straw that is thrown to them for
food. They forget their own lives, that their children may have
the means of living a few, uncertain years here below, and they
keep only the uscless straw for their immortal souls, which they
allow to remain poor and naked, like a beggar’s child, for after
death they will have nothing left to live on for eternity. What
folly that is!  Well ordered charity should begin from one’s self,
especially in what concerns the soul. The learned and holy
Bishop Salvianus writes with great compassion for such par-
ents: < Oh, unhappy and miscrable condition, to use temporal
goods to gain happiness for others, und sorrow for one’s self.”!
Do you, then, care so little for your souls, fathers and mothers,
that through love of your sons or daughters, and merely because
they bear your names, you neglect your own spiritual welfare,
and are prepared to go bare and empty of good works into the
house of your eternity 2 Nalvianus continues: < Love your chil-
dren—we can find no fault with that—but next to yoursclves
love them so as not to appear to hate vourselves;”? for it isa
foolish love that makes us think so much of others, that we for-
@et ourselves. Remember that the judgment of God awaits you
after death, and then the word will be: ** Behold the man and
his works;”?® and the first question will be:  What do you bring
for your soul > Where arve the good works for which you can ex-
pect a reward ?  But you do not think of that now ; vou forget
yourselves ; you grovel in the earth like worms secking some-
thing to eat. Your only care is to leave your children some
money, that they may enjoy themselves after you die, so that vou
leave your poor ouls in poverty and nakedness, ** Return rather
to thysell.”* First God, then your souls, and after that your
children. Give, therefore, first of all, to God what belongs to
Him, and to your souls what belongs to them, and then you are
free to look after the spiritual and temporal welfare of your chil-
dren. But what have T said ? That vou labor for the good of
others? That you are too anxious about the food and support

1 0 infelix et miseranda conditio, bonis suis aliis preeparare beatitudinem, sibi affiie
tionem.

2 Amate, non obsistimus, amate filios vestros, sed tamen secundo a vobis gradu. Ita eos
diligite, ne vos ipsos odisse videamini.

3 Ecce homo, et opera ejus. 4 Revertere potius in te.
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of your children ? I should rather have said that you care toc
Little about the temporal prosperity of your sons and daughters,
and I should have classed you amongst those idle and careless
parents, of whom we spoke in the last sermon, for you neglect
the best means of securing your own and your children’s tem-
poral welfare.
Fortheyfor-  ['or what are you thinking of, foolish people that you are ?
;T:O:i:nom Do you think you can have a blessing on your household, when
all blessings you neglect and refuse to serve ITim who alone can bestow a
must eome. Hlossing on your labor and trouble : If God is not on your side,
-what will all your care, and aunxiety, and labor, and trouble
profit you ?  If God wishes to bestow a blessing on you, who can
prevent Ilim from so doing ? But, as [ have said in a for-
mer sermon, you wish to begin the building without the archi-
tect, and of course you will not succeed. ¢ Except the Lord
build the house,” that is, helps you to support your family, all
‘that you do for that purpose is labor in vain.' So that you
place your stone and timber on a foundation of sand, and the
first strong wind will tumble the whole thing down. ¢ You
brought it home,™ says the Prophet, <“and I blowed it away,” * be-
cause you brought it without my help. You do not act sensibly,
therefore, nor prudently, for the welfare and advantage of your
‘children, when you labor and work in forgetfulness of the Al-
‘mighty and His service.
They are No, Christian parents, you must manage far differently, if you
much more . . .
prudens  Wish to secure your own and your children’s advantage. History
who dabor tells us of Julius Agricola, a Roman senator, who in his old age
b God 35 fell into disgrace with the emperor, so that he was deprived of
eriend.  his office and dignity. e bore his misfortune with great mild-
ness and patience, and when he was on the point of death, he
bequeathed nearly all his property to the emperor, and left only
a very small portion of it to his own children. Nearly every one
who knew of this strange proceeding, looked upon it as madness
and folly; for, said they, he should certainly have provided for his
children. Their father’s property belonged to them of right,
and they stood more in need of it than the emperor did. But
others who understood the matter better, conld see the prudence
and foresight of the plan, and they said that Agricola never did
a wiser or more clever thing in his life, for he thus made the

! Nisi Dominus @dificaverit domum, in vanum laboraver==¢ ~ui gdificant eam.—Ps.
exxvi. 1.
? Intulistis in domum, et exsuffiavi illud.—Agg. 1. 9.
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prosperity of his children and descendants far more secure than it’

otherwise would have been, since, although he left them but a

small inheritance, they were sure of the emperor’s favor; where-

as the greatest riches would have been of little use to them, if
the emperor was their enecmy. There are many parents, my dear
brethren, who resemble the unthinking people who condemmned
Agricola’s action : they are so anxious about the support of their
children, that they forget God and negleet Ilis service. They
think, foolish people that they are : The time I give to hearing
Mass, to attending to different devotions, to prayer and to the
practice of virtue, is taken away from iy business ; I could do
a good deal for my children during that time, and they want all
I can give them ! The alms that I could give to God, in the
persons of the poor and needy, are also good for my children,
and I must not take away anything from them, and so on. Oh,
what folly ! you are like a blind man trying to judge of color;
vou are reckoning without your host. A little of the favor and
friendship of the Emperor of eaven and earth would do more
for your and your children’s temporal prosperity, than half the
riches of earth withont His favor and grace. The more children
you have, the richer you mean to leave them ; the more, if you
are wise, you will try to make God friendly to you and yours by
good works, so as to benefit by IIis infinite power and generosity;
the more time, too, should you spend in prayer, and other exer-
cises of piety ; and the more generous should yon be in helping
the poor and needy. so as to have as many friends as possible to
pray to God for your children, and to gain Iis favor for them.
Therefore, I repeat, give to God what belongs to God, and to
vour souls what belongs to them. This should be your first eare.
Everything else you may leave to the common Father of all, the
Ruler of the world, whose most bounteous Providence will cor-
tainly know how to bless your moderate labor and care, and to
supply the wants of your children, as ITe Ilimself says: ¢ Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and Ilis justice, and all these thinlgs
shall be added unto you.”* No matter how busy yon are, let not
a day pass by without hearing Mass, unless, as sometimes happens,
a work of Christian charity may prevent yon, for charity goes be-
fore all other virtues, and in such circumstances God must often
be left for God’s sake. You may believe me fully when I tell
you that the hearing of holy Mass every day will not in the least

’
! Queerite primum regnum Dei et justitiam ejus, et. haee omninadjlclentur vobis. —Luke xii. 31.
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diminish, but will rather increase your temporal prosperity.
Never let a month pass by without uniting yourselves to God by
a worthy confession and commuuion. When the conscience is at
peace and the will is always united with God, your labor ig
most likely to turn out well.  Make a point of Learing a sermon
every Sunday and holy-day, as long as you are in good health,
It is only right that, after having labored the whole week for
your mortal bodies, you should do something once a week at least,
on days specially consecrated to God, for the support of your im-
mortal souls, by giving them their supernatural food and encour-
aging them afresh in the divine service. In your daily domestic
duties, do not forget the good intention : keep yourselves in
the presence of (lod by frequent cjaculations, and you will cer-
tainly have the Almighty as your helper in everythimg you do.
When the boatmen on the river get what they call the help of
God, that is to say, when their hoats are carried swiftly onward
by the rapids, they may lay aside their oars, while their boats
go along distance in a short time. In the same way must you
act, too, anxious parents : keep God always on your side; o not
abandon Iint even for a moment. Ouly try once what you can
do by confidence in Ilis Providence, and you will soon see that
without God's help, all your ecare, labor, and trouble could profit
nothing.  There is another eluss of parents who are far too anx-
Ious about their children’s temporal wellare, and who are still
more wicked and foolish than the first class, becanse they use un-
lawful means to attain their object.  We shall speak of them in
the

Second Part.

I speak to yon now, miers without conscicence, to whom it is
a matter of indifference whether You make your profits justly or
unjustly, as long as vou can make them at all.  The Wise Man
says: * Nothing is more wicked than the covetous man,” ' who
has gone o far as to set his heart on money and riches, for there is
no law, human, divine, oy natural, that he is not r cady to violate,
inorder to hoard up wealth.  1le does not pay his workmen ; he
keeps shopkeepers and tradesmen a long time waiting for their
money ; he falsifies his deconnts, 80 as to eseape paying his just
debts 5 he gives brihes (o Luwyers, that his opponent in g law-suit,
although his ease is just, may lose it.  Merchants of this kind sell

! Avaro nihil est sceleotin:. S RG] O
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bad wares as if they were good; tradesmen keep the material be-
longing to others, that is left after having finished their work;
shopkeepers change weights and measures ; public ofticials allow
themselves to be bribed against the interests of justice ; the rich
lend money to the poor in time of want, at usurious interest;
the powerful abuse their influence to rob widows and orphans,
under a pretence of legality; many do not seruple to commit
gimony so as to get benefices for their sons; servants steal from
their masters; others receive stolen goods. paying for them very
cheaply, or keep what they find without making any inquiries for
the owner, and so they go on, cheating their neighborsin ditferent
ways, for a paltry profit, or a worthless gain.

1 must again cry out with Salvianus, and with still greater
pity than before : ¢ Oh, unhappy and miserable condition !’
O, foolish people, what are you thinking of 2 Where are your
brains ¢ Tell me. what do you intend to do ?  What do you de-
sire ? Do you mean to help your children in that way? If you
intended to reduce them to beggary, and to bring yourselves,
along with them, to temporal and cternal misery, then I should
say to you: By all means go on, you will certainly attain your
object ; continue as you have begun, and you will gain your end,
for vou cannot adopt better means of so doing I And how could
money, acquired unjustly, make your children rieh 7 Divine
word, daily experience, what have you to say to this? If even
lawful labor and means are of no avail, without the help of God,
to gain temporal prosperity, if that help cannot be hoped for
when the divine service is neglected, even in things that are not
commanded under pain of sin, what could you expect to accom-
plish, when God is against yon, when yon make the almighty,
omnipresent God your sworn enemy ? Do you think, perhaps,
that God is so weak and fecble that e cannot defeat your unjust
vrojects, and avenge ITimself on youn ; oris Ile o careless and
indifferent that e wonld not wish to do so ? No! Injustice
cannot thrive, as the old proverb says. The Lord says, by the
Prophet Malachias: ** They shall build up, and I will throw
down ; and they shall be called the borders of wickedness, and
the people with whom the Lord is angry forever. ”*  They will
gather together, and when they think they have something, I
will scatter their possessions to the winds. Mark what I now

1 0 infelix et miseranda conditio !
2 Isti sedificabunt. et ago destrnam, et vocabuntur termint impietatis et populus, cui iratus
est Dominns vsque in @etermnn.—Malach. i. 4.
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say to you: The Almighty will either take away from you, by a
premature death, those children for whom you now sacrifice
your conscience and your eternal salvation, so that your ill-
gotten wealth will fall into the hands of strangers (and happy
will yon be, oh, children, if God deals thus with you!), or else
the saying, < Ill got, ill gone,” will be verified in your casc.
Avaricious parents generally have spendthrift children, who
very soon make away with what has been unjustly acquired ; or
else an angry God, who has borne your wickedness so patiently.
will know how to punish you for it by all kinds of calamities, so
that your children and your children’s children will be brought
to bitter poverty.

And that is what God threatens, by the Prophet Zacharias :
¢“'This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the earth.
for every thief shall be judged. . . T will bring it forth, saith the
Lord of hosts, and it shall come to the house of the thief, and it
shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it,
with the timber thereof, and the stones thereof.”' ¢ The inherit-
ance of the children of sinners shall perish,” so that no one will
know what has become of them, **and with their posterity shall
be a perpetual reproach. ”* So says the Lord by the wise Eecle-
stasticus. The children of the wicked, as we read in the book of
Job, <shall be oppressed with waut.”* They will have to beg
their bread some day or other, at the doors of those whom their
parents wronged. ““'The riches which he hath swallowed, he
shall vomit up, and God shall draw them out of his belly ; and
when he hath the things he coveted, he shall not be able to possess
them.  There was nothing left of his meat,” which he should
have shared with the poor, < and therefore nothing shall con-
tinue of his goods. " * Read the Holy Scriptures and vou will
find examples enough of thiskind. Achan wished to enrich his
family by unjust means, when he kept for himself the gold he
found in Jericho, and therefore he and his whole family were de-
stroyed by fire.” Giezi attempted to gain money unjustly.

! Heee est maledictio, que egreditur super faclem omnis terrse, quia omnis fur Judi-
cabitur. . . Educam illud, diclt Dominus exercitunm, et veniet ad domum furis. . ... et com-

morabitur in medio domus ejus, et consumet eum, et ligna ejus, et lapides ejus.--Zach. v.
38, 4.

2 Filiorum peccatorum periet haereditas et enm semine 1llorum assiduitas opprobrii.—Eeel.
xli. 9.

3 Filli ejus atterentur egestate.—Job xx. 10.

* Divitias, quas devoravit, evomet et de ventre illius extrahet illas Deus ; et cum habuerit
quz concupierat possidere non poterit. Non remansit de cibo ejus, et propterea nihil per-
manebit de bonis ejus.—Ibid. 15 <

5 Jos. 7.
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when against the command of his master Eliseus, he received
presents from Naaman, and therefore he and all his descendants
were smitten with leprosy.' King Saul tried to become rich by
*aving -the most valuable possessions of the Amalecites from de-
»truction, and keeping them for himself against the command of
God, and therefore his children were not allowed to succeed him
on the throne.” Achab had seventy sons whom he wished to en-
rich, and in reality he made them exccedingly wealthy, but be-
cause he defrauded Naboth of his vineyard, he brought fearful
calamities on himself and his sons.” Ie himself died a violent
death, and the Sacred Scripture says of his sons: < Jehu slew all
that were left of the house of Achab, till there were no remains
left of him. ”*  Woe, then, I cry out with the Prophet Jeremias:
““ Woe to him that buildeth up his house by injustice.”® Foolish
parents, that is the way in which you build when you use unlaw-
ful means to secure your children’s prosperity! You can leave
them no other inheritance but a malediction from God !

And even if, as rarely happens, God sometimes, in His inscrut-
able designs, allows your wickedness to prosper, so that you can
make your children rich, and give them a good position in the
world, then your desire is quite fulfilled, is it not ¥ And I must
congratulate you! Imust again cry out with Salvianus: Most
unfortunate men that you arc!® If ever I had cause to de-
plore your misery, I have it now. Most unfortunate people that
you are I your whole thought is how others may live comfort-
ably for a time when you die, and you never think of the un-
happy death that awaits yourselves! Do you then give your-
selves np to the devil, along with your children, for a handful
of money ? Your children, I say, for they will either restore
what you have gained unjustly, or they will not. If they do
their duty, to what purpose have you saved money for them ?
To no purpose, unless to give them the trouble of restitution,
and to reduce them to poverty, while you are suffering the tor-
ments of hell.  If they do not make restitution, when they learn
the injustices you committed, oh, woe to them, then, for they
will eertainly be lost for all eternity, and there is no other al-
ternative ! Could you treat your children more cruelly than
that 7 And snppose that, somehow or other, they save their

1 IV. Reg. V. 2 I. Reg. xv. SIV. Reg. v.

t Percussit. Jehu omnes, qui reliqui erant de domo Achab.. . . ... donec non remanerent
ex eo relignize.—1V. Reg. x. 1.

8 Vae, qui ®dificat domum suam in injustitia.—Jerem. xxii. 13.
¢ Infelleissimi hominum !
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souls ; you are still lost forever. What greater folly could there
be, than to ruin one’s self for the sake of others, and to walk de-
liberately into hell, that they may live a few years in eomfort
and pleasure ?  Most wretched people that you are !

And yet there are parents who have reached such a degree of
foily and madness, that they never trouble themselves about the
liercafter,  They think, like the ambitious mother of Nero, Ag-
rippina, who was determined that her son should be emperor,
and who answered the soothsayvers, who assured her that Nero
would kill her on ascending the throne: ¢ Let him kill me; as
long as he is emperor I do not care! 7*  Christian parents, it is
not a lying soothsayer, but the God of truth Ilimseif, wlio as-
sures you that if you leave unjustly-acquired wealth to your
children, you are lost forever; and if you try to enrich them by
unlawful means, you incur the sentence of eternal damnation,
the eternal death of the soul! What do you think of this? De
you say, like Agripping, if not in words at least by your actions:
= Let him kill me; as long as he is cmperor 1 do not care.” 1t
makes no matter; I do not care for my soul; it can be lost for-
ever, as long as my children are rich; I am quite ready to give
myself to the devil, if that is the only way of providing for theni.
Provided” my son gets that employment, that benefice, and my
daunghter makes a good mately, my soul may go to hell. What
folly! What maduess! Woe to you, indeed, if vou go to that place
which you have so blindly chosen! Once you are there you will
repent and think quite differently, when it will be too late. Ac-
cursed son, or daughter, you will then say, for your sake I have
come to this place of torments from which 1 shall never be freed!
What good is it to me now, that you have inherited a little
money from me, since I must suffer hunger and thirst for all
cternity? What does it profit me that you can live comfortably
on what I have left you, while I am tormented here on your ac-
count? Of what use is it to me that you are in a good position in
the world, since that very thing makes me now a laughing stock
for the demons? Accursed be the hour that Igave you life !
Oh, how blind, how foolish has my mistake been!

Such is doubtless the useless repentance of that wretehed father
of whom I have heard from credible witnesses: Omn his death-
bed, he was warned and exhorted by his confessor to restore prop-
erty that he had unjustly aequired, or else he would lose his
soul.  But, said he, sighing deeply, if I make restitution, my

1 infelicissimi hominum ! 2 Oceidat dum imperet.
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children will have nothing. That may be, said the confessor,
but nevertheless, restitution must be made, or you are lost for-
ever. Well, then, said the sick man, who was beginning to be
moved by the priest’s exhortations, I will send for my son, and
tell him to make it. You may easily imagine how glad the
priest was to hear this. But when the son came into the room,
and heard of the turn things had taken, he was very much dis-
pleased, and cried out: Father, what have you done? Do you
want to leave me a beggar? Alas, my dear son, said the other, it
cannot be helped; if T do not make restitution, T am lost for-
ever! Nonsense; said the son; you need not trouble so much
about that; when you have spent a few days in hell, you will get
quite nsed to it; so you may leave things as they are, and let me
inherit what belougs to me. Wicked and selfish son, have you
allowed the thirst for money to take such possession of you, that
you do not hesitate to sacrifice your father, from whom you have
received your life, to eternal flames ?  And still more to be de-
plored the conduct of the miserable father, who was persuaded
to change his mind by his son’s words, and to die without mak-
ing restitution! Wretched soul; go, for your son’s sake, to that
place of torments, and see whether you will get so used to it as
your son pretended!

Christians, think of this now, while there is still time to cor-
rect your mistake. Often imagine yourselves to have arrived at
that last moment, in which you are about to depart into a long
eternity, and change now what you would wish to have changed
then, like a far more prudent father, of whom Father Francis
Labata tells us. This man, during his life, nsed to practise usury,
so that he might be able to leave his son a rich inheritance; but
on his death bed, he received a special grace from God (such as
is hardly given to one of hundreds who defer their repentance so
long): he confessed his sins, repented of them, and had already
made arrangements to restore his ill-gotten goods, when, as in
the other case, the son came into the room, and threw himself
down on his knees at his father’s bedside, complaining with tears
of the poverty to which he was about to be reduced. Have pity,
said he, on your unfortunate son! Yes, answered the father, I
will; but yon must do something for me. What is it, asked the
son; I will do it willingly, though it cost me half my life blood.
I want you, said the father, to take a burning coal, and hold it
in your hand for an hour. 'The son ran to the fire at once; but
hardly had he touched the coal when he let it fall again ; the
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pain was too great for him to bear. Ie came back, and said:
Father, 1 cannot do it. How, my son, replied the other; I have
worked so hard for you, and you cannot hold a live coal in your
hand for one hour ! Ilow then can you expect me to burn alive
in hell for all eternity, body and soul, for your sake? No, I
cannot do that ! 1 am not so foolish ! Away with all that does
not lawfully belong to me! Provide for yourself as best you
can; I wish to go to Ileaven. Such, Christian parents, should
be the unalterable resolution of you all, before the hour of death
comes. Iixamine yourselves often, and imagine that you see be-
fore you the torments of hell. Ask yourselves: Am I ready te
suffer hunger and thirst for eternity 7 Am I willing to descend
into that lake of fire, and to burn there forever ? Oh, no, I can-
not; I will not! And make your resolution, once for all: I
will never do anything for any one’s sake, no matter how dear
he is to me, for which I wounld have to go to hell # 1 will take
all possible care of those belonging to me, and will work for
them, but in a lawful manner, <o as not to go against my con-
science, nor injure my soul. I desire and wish for nothing for
myself and my children, but what God is pleased to give us, and
to bestow on my Iabor.  And if you are not rich, say often to
your children : Although we are poor, vet the will of God must
be done ! We have still the most precions thing of all: we are
poor. but we can enjoy many goods if we fear and love God
therefore, we will live and labor together, so that we may possess
eternal riches and honors, and then we shall be wealthy enough.
Amen.

Another Introduction for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost :
Text.

1l autem neglexerunt et abierunt, alivs in villam suam, alius
vero ad negoliationem suam.—Matth. xxii. 5.

““But they neglected and went their ways, one to his farm,
and another to his merchandise.”

It happens with ns mortals nowadays, just as Christ says in
the parable: The King of Heaven invites all to the eternal mar-
riage feast of His Son, and how do most of those who are invited
act? They disregard the invitation and go their ways,” *“ one to
his farm, another to his merchandise ;7 that is to say, their whole

! 1li autem neglexerunt et abierunt.
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attention is turned to earthly things, so that they forget eter-
nity, and that they do, not for their own sake, but, as a general
rule, for the sake of others—for their children and their poster-
ity—so as to leave them well off. Is not that great folly and
madness? In the last sermon, my dear brethren, on this sub-
ject, ete.—continues as before.

FORTY-NINTII SERMON.

ON THE USEFULNESS OF ALMS-CIVINGFORTHE TEMPORAL WEL-
FARE OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN.

Subject.

Parents who have many children and a small income, must for
that very reason be generous to the poor; for thereby even their
worldly possessions will be increased in this life.—Preached on
the sizth Sunday after Pentecost.

Text.

Unde illos quis potertt hic saturare panidbus in solitudine?—
Mark viil. 4.

““TFrom whence can any one fill them here with bread in the
wilderness?”’

Introduction.

Such a great crowd of hungry people: there were four thou-
sand of them ; how could they be fed? And in the wilderness,
too, where there was nothing but thorns and brambles ? We
have only seven loaves, and they are hardly enough for ourselves.
How is it possible to satisfy so many people with such a small
quantity? Thus did the disciples speak to Christ. We are near-
ly in the same position, my dear brethren. We are bound by
the divine and natural law to help the poor and needy with
alms. Iow can we help them all ? is the question that some ask;
there are such numbers of poor nowadays. And so none of them
are helped. The question of others is: Who can give alms in the
desert?’ That is, in such bad times that one has enough to do

! Quis poterit in solitudine ?
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to provide for himself? And thus the times become very hard,
indeed, for the poor and needy. Who can give alms? is the
question of most, especially married people. I have only seven
loaves; that is, I have barely enough, and have a large family to
support. My income is hardly enough to support us decently, so
that T am bound to economize. And thus, very little Christian
mercy is shown to the poor, or it is not shown as generously as it
should be. That is a clear sign of a want of faith and confi-
dence in the providence, power, and goodness of God. As if He
who can produce so much from an insignificant seed that is put
into the ground, could not or would not make rich compensation
for what is given to the poor ! The disciples of Christ, who were
then men of little faith, saw that Ile had power so to multiply
the seven loaves, that when they were distributed among the
hungry crowd, there still remained more than there originally
were. That is, as St. Augustine says, a symbol of the fruitful-
ness of alms: Christ wished to teach us thereby that alms-giving
does not lessen, but increases our wealth. And that is what 1
shall now explain, in order to refute the excuses already men-
tioned, that people bring forward, and especially the last one.

Plan of Discourse

If you have many children and o small income, yel yow can,
and even must, give generous abms to the poors for thereby your
worldly possessions will be tnereased in this life.  That s the
whole sulject of to-day’s exhortation.

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, thou wast especially the
Mother of the poor, while on carth, for at the wedding of the
poor people in Cana of Galilee, thou saidst to thy Son:  ““They
have no wine.”" There are many of whom it could now be
said with truth:  <They have no bread.”* Thou eanst inter-
cede for these, by moving all here present to do tle work of
Christian merey. May thy Son grant us that grace through thy
intercession, and the holy angels guardian.

A father of a family keeps his rye and wheat in the barn,
and does not plant them in his land ; his servant comes and
tells him it is time to sow the sced. No, says the other, T will
not sow 5 I have too large a family; my ineome is hardly enough
to support them decently ; the times arc bad ; I must keep
what corn I have, or I may have none at all bye-and-bye.

! Vinum non habent.—John ii. 3. 2 Panem non habent.
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What, the servant, who is far more sensible than his master,
says, what do you mean ? Iave you lost your senses ? That is
the very reason that you should sow the sced more abundantly, if
vou wish to sapport yourself and your family. The more chil-
dren you have, the more crops you want; and in return for the one
grain of corn you put into the ground, you will have fifty, sixty,
or even more at harvest time. If you had no sced at all left,
you should even buy some, so as to be able to sow, and to pre-
vent your land from lying idle at such a loss to yourself.

A merchant gives up his business, because he has a large fam- i;::(yh":n*:

ily, and he wishes to keep his mouney ; you tell him there are wio for the
many rich people who are willing to borrow from him at five per suue reason
cent. interest, and to give him security worth ten times the mon- ]],l’“:';il'\
ey advanced to them ; but he is not to be moved. Tle sticks to money out
his former resolution. and says : I will keep my money to sup- ** e
port myself and my children, and T will leave them what is over
after my death ; otherwize T might lose all and become poor.
But you would say to him, have you lost your wits? What ix
the gcod of allowing vour moncy to lie idle in your coffers? It
will grow less every day, and never inerease.  Lend it ab interest,
and it will bring in more for you every year. Invest it, if you
want to make anything for yourself and your children; for in
twenty years you will receive the whole value of your capital in
interest alone ; and yvour heirs can receive five per cent. for it af-
ter your death. What is your opinion, my dear brethren, of
these two people ? Do you think they act for the Dbest interests
of their children ?

But you must form the same opinion of those who are hard Jitas
and stingy towards the poor, on the pretext that they want their m‘:::‘,;:;g;
money and bread for their children and their familics.  What is wivdonat
an alms given to the poor ? It is the sced, as St. Paul tells us, ;’:‘m”(mt;m
that is cast into fruitful ground, and brings in a hundred-fold. buve many
 ITe that mimstereth seed to the sower,” are his words in the 'f“]”lilr‘:’s’are
ninth chapter of the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, in which sesas plant-
he exhorts them to be gencrous to the poor. Give cheerfully and
do not be afraid that you will be the losers, for e * that minis-
tereth seed to the sower,” that he may sow it, “will both give
vou bread to cat; and ITe will multiply your seed, and inerease
the growth of the fruits of your justice, that being rich, in all
things you may abound. "

1 Qui autem administrat semen semiinanti, et panem ad manducandum preestabit, et
mnitiplieabit semen vestrim. et angebit inerementa fragum justiti:e vestr:e, ut in omnibus
jocupletadi abaondens Tl Cor. ix. 10,0110
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What is an alms® It is money lent ab interest, Loy, rves a
divine interest, which returns, not five for a hundred, ht, 2 bun-
dred for five. **Ile that hath merey on the poor, lendeiss 4o the
Lord.”*  And to what lord? 'I'o some one in this world?  Oh,
that would be too dangerous, for even the best are not alvays to
be trusted! IHow often do we not hear of people who imagine
that their money is as safe as il it were under lock and Ley,
when they have a receipt, signed in presenee of witnesses 1y
those to whom they lend it, and seo they find themselves de.
ceived afterwards, and wait in vaiu Lor payment?  And yel, i
spite ol all these dangers, people are so cager for gain, that they
do not hesitate to lend their money. There is another Lord,
however, with whom money may be invested in the shape of
alms, with the most complete security.  Yon must not imagine,
oh, Cliristian, when a ragged, Liangry man begs at your door
for a piece of bread for God's sake, or when a blind or crippled
man piteously implores your help as you are going aloug the
street, or when those poor people, who ave ashamed to beg, ask
assistance of you through others—yon must not imagine, I say,
that these are the people to whom yon can lend your food, your
clothing, your money at interest. O, certainly, if yon hoped
for a temporal return from them, You would be disuppointed;
you would invest your money very badly indeed; you would not
recover the interest, much less the capital.

No, Christian hearers; but although you cannot hope to get
any return from the beggar, the blind man, or the poor citizen,
do not, therefore, be afraid to intrust your woney to him. It
is the great Almighty God, the Owner of all things, who comes
to you in the person of the begzar and the poor man; it is God
who takes the alms from you, as a capital borrowed at interest,
nay, at usurious interest. Conld you. find a richer, safer, or
more faithful Lord, to whom to lend it? Conld you have the
least fear of being at a loss throngh Him * * Can any one be
richer than he, of whom God says that e is his Debtorp > ? says
St. Zeno. Do you, perhaps. doubt that ? Certainly vou do not
see the person of God marked on the poor man’s forehead. But
hear what the Lord Iiniself says in the sospel of St. Matthew,
and says, too, in the clearest and most emphatic manner: ““Amen,
I say to you, as long as you did it to one of these my least breth-

! Foereratur Domino, qui miseretur pauperibus.—Provy, xix. 17.
2 Quid potest esse ditius homine, cujus profitetur Deus se esse debitorem ?
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ren, you did it to Me; 7' and what you refused them, you refused
Me.  St. John Chrysostom says: ‘¢ Christ is in want,”? when
you see a poor person; *“it is Christ who is hungry and thirsty,
who is a beggar and naked.”*® Ile stretches out His hand for
an alms, and even if you give Him only a penny, a piece of dry
bread, or a drop of cold water, He will not refuse it,* but will
reccive it with gratitude. Jesus Christ, says St. Angustine,
cries out at our door: Give an alms, for God’s sake, to this poor
man ; [ will take it from you by his hand. I do not ask from
you as much as [ have given you. I have shed every drop of my
Blood for you, and all T ask of you in return is to give a drink
of water to my brethren when they are thirsty. I give vou my
Body as your food, and T will be satisfied with a piece of bread
from you, when my brethren ave hungry. I have freed you from
the prison of hell, and now I ask you to visit and console Me,
when my brethren arve in prison. I have saved you from death,
and given you life ; do vou in return visit Me, when my brethren
are sick, ete.  Such are the words of St. Augustine ; what more
testimony of man do yon require in support of this truth ¥ Do
you not yet believe it ? Then I appeal to the judgment of God
Himself; for what else but that truth will be heard there, both
by the good and the wicked? ¢TI was hungry,” will Christ say,
<1 was thirsty, I was naked, ete.”® 8t. Peter Chrysologus ex-
claims with astonishment : ¢ Ilow powerful with God is the love
of the poor,”® or rather the pleasure He has in almsgiving !
= God rejoices in ITeaven,” when a poor man receives a piece of
bread on earth, ¢ although the poor man is filled with shame at
receiving 1.7

I am mnot surprised, now, that there were kings and queens,
and emperors and empresses, who visited on foot the poorest of
ihe sick, fed, washed, and attended to them with their own
hands, and served them even on bended knees, as servants wait
upon their masters. Nor am I astonished that many other per-
sons of high position were not ashamed to walk publicly through
the streets carrying in their hands a napkin eontaining food and

! Amen dico vobis, quamdui feclstis unt ex his fratribus meis minimis, mihi fecistis.—
Matth, xxv. 40.

* In necessitate constitutus est Christus.

3 Hic stitit, hic esurit, hic mendicat, hic nudus circumit.

* Neque si dederis abolum, aversatur.

8 Esurivi enim, sitivi, nndns fui, ete.—Matth. xxv, 33,

$ 0 qnid agit amor pauperis !

7 Gloriatur in ecelo Dens, unde pauper erubesctt in terra.
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drink from their own table, that they were bringing to the sick
poor ; nay, that they were not ashamed to beg for the poor from
door to door. Ah, my dear brethren, if we had only a little real
faith, if we could only see, as they did, what a great Lord is con-
cealed under the persons of the poor, we should not wonder at all
this ! And who amongst you, if he saw, as many holy people did.
Christ Himself standing at the door begging for alms, would not
look upon it as the greatest honor and happiness, to give Him
what He would ask for ? Ile would even share the last piece of
bread, the last penny in the house with his Redeemer. Nor
would he allow a servant to do it ; he would run at once to the
door himself and bareheaded, and with the greatest respect
would give his alms to Christ ; as is the laudable custom with
many pious Christians when giving charity. Is there one
amongst you who wonld send Chrigt away from his door, with the
customary ¢ God help you,” under the pretence that he cannot
afford to give alms, or that he wants all he has for himself ? 1
do not think that any Christian could be so hard-hearted. And
yet our faith assures us that Christ comes in the person of thc
poor, and that ITe receives whatever is given to them. Who.
then, should not joyfully embrace every occasion of giving alms,
that presents itself ?
gtrl::i;d:, Oh, my dear Saviour, if T had no other reason for being gen-
that Lie may €T0US to Thy poor servants, but the great happiness of giving
;i‘:j;ddl[oz Thee ple.asure thereby, if T could hope for no other honor, but
for thens, 86 Which Thou wouldst bestow on me by deigning to take
anything out of my hands, certaivly T should joyfully suffer
hunger and thirst, in order to help Thee with food and drink in
the necessity Thoun hast taken on Thyself. And do I not owe
Thee all that 1 have, all that T am or can be ? But, to return to
my subject, Thou dost not ask me to help Thee for nothing.
Thou takest nothing from me as a gift, but as a loan, and at in-
terest, that Thou mayest give me something far better and great-
erin return. Thou actest with us as a father with hischild: if
he sees that the little one has an unripe apple in his hand, he
says: Give me that apple, my child, and 1 will give you three
much nicer ones for it. [n the same way, Thou, oh, Lord, ask-
est, nay, implorest, a little from us, that Thou mayest be able to
repay us for it, three, twenty, a hundred fold, in this life and in
the next. And to make us sure of the great gain Thou hast
promised to us, Thou hast given us Thy own written Word, the
infallible Scriptures, as a testimony.
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Listen now, ye of little faith, who are hard and stingy to the
poor, through fear of being at a loss by them! The Wise Man
already quoted says: ““ Ile that hath mercy on the poor lendeth to
the Lord, and He will repay him.”' ¢ Ile that is inclined to
mercy shall be blessed; for of his bread he hath given to the
poor.”* ¢ Ile that giveth to the poor shall not want.”*
¢ These were men of mercy, whose godly deeds have not fuiled;
good things continue with their seed;* their posterity are a holy
inheritanee, and their children, for their sakes, remain forever ;
their seed and their glory shall not be forsaken ; their bodies are
buried in peace, and their name liveth unto generation and gen-
eration.  Let the people show forth their wisdom, and the
church declare their praise.” ¢ Ionor the Lord with thy sub-
stance ; and thy barn shall be filled with abundance, and
thy presses shall run over with wine.”® ¢ Give and it shall be
given to you.”° What shall be given to you? * Good
measure, and pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall they give into your bosom.”” Could any promise be
vlainer or more certain than this ? These are the words of the
almighty, infallible, and faithful God ; can we doubt that they
will be fulfilled, or fear that we shall be at a loss by giving alms?

If, in addition to all this, I were to bring forward the testi-
monies of the holy Fathers and Doctors of the Church, to prove
that God has promised great rewards even in this life, to thosc
who give alms generously, I should not finish my sermon to-day.
They are hardly ever more eloquent than when they speak of this
subject. Sometimes, with St. Angustine, they call alms-giving a
profitable barter, by which we get gold for lead. Do you wish to
make a profit? he asks: <1 will give you good advice; learn how
to traffic with Christ by means of the poor.”®  St. John Chrysos-
tom calls it a lottery in which there are no blanks, and in which
a hundred pieces of gold may be drawn by giving one piece. ?
The same Saint tells us that it is the very best way to grow rich. '

} Feeneratur Domino, qui miseretur pauperis, ete.—Prov. xix. 17.

2 Qui pronus est ad misericordiam, benedicctur : de pauibus enim suis dedit pauperl.—Ibid
xxil. 9.

3 Qui dat pauperi, non indigebit.—Ibid. xxviii. 27.

4 1N viri misericordize sunt. . . ... cum semine eorum permanent bona.— Ecel. xliv. 10-15,

¢ Honora Dominum de tua substantia. Et implebuntur horrea tna saturitate, et vino tor-
cularia tua redundabunt.—Prov, iii. 9, 10.

8 Date et dabitur vobis.—Luke vi. 38,

? Mensuram bonam et confertam et coagitatem, et superefluentem dabunt in sinum ves-
trum.—Ibid.

® Consilium do lucrorum ; disce mercarl.

® Centum hic promittitur eleemosynam expendentibus.

19 Ars omniure artium quastuosissima est eleenlosyna
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St. Clement of Alexandria calls it the breasts of the Church ;?
which, although they flow daily, yet daily receive new sustenance,
80 that they may continue flowing, and they never dry up until
they cease to give to others.
2;{-?221- But I need not go any farther, for we have experience itself
causenoone Lefore our eves, to convinee us, if we only wish to learn from it,
has become ']] me, my dear brethren, have you ever heard any one coms-
poor, as yet, i 3 o . 0 GG Snas (e RETTToN . T
byalms-giv- Pian of being poorer, or of having greater difiiculty in providing
fng. for his children, on account of alms-giving ?  Go through the
whole world, ask, if you can, all the poor, what is the cause of their
poverty. Do you think you will find a single one who has heen
reduced to poverty through practising the works of merey?  Yon
will find illustrious houses decayed 5 respectable families ruined ;
those who inherited great wealth, now hegging their bread ; but
I need not tell you why.  We have cuses like that now and
then occurring before our eyes, through excessive gambling,
through gluttony and drunkenness, throngh unnecessary feasting,
through pomp and luxury, through idleness and laziness ; these
and similar things are the tools that make the beggar's staff,
Nag, many a one is redneed to poverty by the very means that
he used with a view of enriching himself.  But T never hear of
any one becoming poor through alms-giving,  Show me 4 single
mstance in which a prudent man can complain that he has been
deceived iu this respeet 3 show me, if you ecan, children who have
been impoverished by the charities of their parents,
Onthecon-  ()y g contravy, I can tell you of numberless cases, In which
trary, nu- . .
vers have  (Cmporal goods have been increased even miraculously, and
become rich without the possessors’ knowledge, in the hands of those who
"ltnl:mll:]' gave charity to the poor. Do you wizh to hear of miracles ? 1
e ddvesof ventnre to say that at all times, almost, and in all places, miracles
fe St v happened on aecount of generous alms-giving,  Read the
Lives of the Saints, and you will find instances enongh in which
they, after having oiven away all they had to the poor, have
somctimes found their barns tull of corn, their cellurs full of
wine, and at other times their coffors full of money, although
they knew that o short time before they had neither corn, wine,
nor money.  Metaphrastes writes of Sf, Gregory the Great that
while he was still abbot of monastery in Rome, a stranger came
to him one day, and in g piteons voice told him how he had lost
everything by shipwreck, and had nothing left but debts to pay,
so that he was in danger of being imprisoned, to the great

1 Ubera Eeeclesia.
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disgrace of his family. Gregory, moved with compassion, told
the cellarer to give him six Roman erowns in gold. A few hours
after, the same man returned, and begged more earnestly than
before, for further help; the abbot, who could never refuse a poor
man anything, gavehim another six crowns. A short time after,
on the same day, the same man eame back a third time, and asked
for more. Is it not true, my dear brethren, that many would
have lost patience at the man’s persistence ? But the charitable
Gregory spoke to him in tones full of compassion: My good
friend, said he, T do not know if there is any more money in the
house ; but T will ask, and if there is any left, you shall have it.
Whereupon he called the cellarer again, and the latter told him
that there was no more to be had. Is there nothing that you can
sell, asked the holy man ? Nothing but a silver dish, was the
answer, and that does not belong to our monastery, but to a lady
in Rome who left it with ns. Then, in God’s name, said the ab-
bot, give the man that dish, and T will arrange matters with the
lady. When Gregory afterwards became Pope, he used to invite
twelve poor people to the tuble with himself, every day. Ile one
day found thirteen guests, although lie knew that he had not in-
vited that number. At the end of the meal, he asked the thir-
teenth, in a friendly voice, how he eame there uninvited. T am
he, answered the disguised beggar, to whom some years ago when
you were abbot, vou gave twelve crowns in gold and a silver
dish ; T was then only testing your generogity. 1 am your angel
guardian, and you must know now, that in reward of your gene-
rosity, God has raised you to the highest earthly dignity, the
Papal throne, and has placed so much wealth at your disposal,
that you can always have enough to give to the poor. You will
see yourself, afterwards, the treasure you will thus lay up in
Heaven. Thereupon the angel disappeared. Ribadencira tells
us, in his Life of St. Germanus, Bishop of Antisiodoro, that when
he once met some beggars on a journey, he told his deacon 'to
share amongst them all the money he had left, which counsisted of
three ducats. The deacon, not wishing to give it all away, kept
one piece back and divided the other two amongst the beggars.
On the same evening Germanus received two hundred ducats as
a present. Sce, he said to the deacon, let this be a warning to
you to lay aside your avarice and to put your trust in God ; you
have not done faithfully what T told you to do to-day ; if you
had kept back nothing we should now be u hundred ducats rich-
er, and shonld have received three hundred instead of two.



Confirmed
by other
ex:inples.
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Pontianus tells us of a noble named Zonzinus who was very
generons towards those who tried to conceal their poverty, and
used to support whole families, by sending alms to them through
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